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Shedule of Fixed Assets and Investment
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violation of the principle of evolution. The homosapien child was
a new species who could not serve as a mate of its mother to
produce other homosapien offsprings because of the difference
of species separating them. As | have pointed out carlier, the
word nafs denotes any living entity. With no objection, it may be
app!icd to reproductive cell also which in itself is a micro-
organism, which under suitable circumstances as provided by the
womb of a mother develops into a fully grown baby ready to be
born. If read along with a little exposition of the biological
observation, the dvar as mentioned above are eye-openers. We
already know cases that a human mother also gives birth to more
than one baby. The verses duly point out that the mother of our
species gave birth to two babies. The single reproductive cell
replete with the species of homosapiens 'in its growth split up
into two cells which separately developed into 2 pair of babies.

The Bible's statement that Eve was created from the rib of
Adam also clearly conjectures to this aspect of creation. If we
took at an ordinary cell including a reproductive one, at the start
of its growth, it may be seen as bulging out from a side which
may be picturised as a rib side wherefrom another cell seems to
be in formation. In the case of a reproductive cell, if this new
cell, as it is formed, breaks away from the primary cell and
independently clings to the womb, twins are certain to be bomn.
The twin cells will now grow into babies side by side. Most
probably, it was how from a single rafs (reproductive cell), its
mate was made and a pair of homosapiens was born. It was all
qponmneous evolution, a new leap of life from an already

exmmg species of the kind, in this case, the hominids. It was all
in accordance with the basic laws of cvolution.

If we keep ail the biological evelution in our mind we are
convinced that man has a very humble beginning. He can be
traced back to that humble, most depictable, one and only onc
cell from which evolution of life started. Glorified is God
alone, Omniscient and Omnipotent, Who has command over all

things.
Excerpt from “The Origin and status of Man in the Light of Science and
Revelation”, written by A.H. Kamali, published in “KHUTBAT BA YAD-I-
IQBAL" - the joumal of “Depmiment of Philasophy, University of the
8 Punfab. Lahore.”
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to demonstrate his point. He says, “It is thus clear that Adam and
Eve, the first homosapicns from whom men and women have
spread over the earth, were both produced from a single soul.”
This looks perfectly clear if we look upon this event in the light
of the following verse, “Surcly, the case of Jesus with Allah is
like the case of Adam” (3:59). It is a historical fact that Jesus was
born to a single soul — Mary, without intercourse with any male. -
This is what the Qur'an bears out. The similitude of Jesus to
Adam is therefore the similarity of circumstances in which a
single female gave birth to a child without the help of a male, “In
the case of Jesus, the evolution was of soul alonc. He could
speak when he was still a small boy and prockimed the truth of
God even at that early age. In the casc of Adam it was a greater
revolution; it was a change of species. Suddenly, in the womb of
an older species, a new species took shape and a pair of
homosapiens was born™ (pp. 110-111). Let me add that mutation
of species does not take place arbitrarily, using the female of any
species at random and reproducing from it any spccies. The law
of graduated series is the hard core of all evolution. The new
species contains the features of the mother species but with a
perceptible degree of advancement with some modifications in
its entire structure, so that it is biologically recognizabie as a
distinct species. Now it will not be possible that mating with any
of the mother species by any of its members will be productive
of an offspring. Therefore we are bound to seek for the hallowed
mother of our species in the advanced hominids only, who were
inhabiting the world just at the arrival of the hoemosapiens and
not anywhere else. This search is a fruitful occupation of the
physical anthropologists. We may leave it to them.

Now I would like to draw your attention to an important
point related to the problem. Sitra Nisa® of the Holy Qur’an
opens with the verse: “O, ye human beings, fear your Lord Who
created you from a single nafs, and created therefrom its mate,
and from that twain spread men and women” (4:1). The same
assertion is also found at other places, for instance, in the sira
Zumar: ‘He created you from a Naf¥, then from that He made its
mate’ (39:6). If these verses are taken in the sense of a mother
giving birth to its own mate, it shall be a morbid absurdity in

g
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All developments of life to various branches and sub-branches,
each punctuated with a spontaneous creation of a new form of
life, seems to be the governing law in all evolution.

From an order of creation known as the primates gradually
two sub-orders emerged. One of them evolved into the rise of
monkeys, gorelas and apes. The other known as hominids
evolved into the rise of our mankind. Our kind has been given
the technical name of homosapiens. Before us there were other
species of hominids. We are not interested in their details, for we
are attending to the origin of man. It appears that mankind must
have come into being from one of the homospecies which had
been resembling but not totally resembling it so that it was
established as a distinct species.

The question is, what is the criterion of a distinct species. Its
members must be all alike in essential features and structure and
they should be able to reproduce themselves by mating amongst
themselves ad infinitum.

The origin of a new species from an already flourishing
species cannot be explained by its infinitesimal changes from
generation to. generation leading to a new species. It is because
all offsprings of a species, even after millions of years, belong to
the same species, /.. they are all like. The new species must be a
spontaneous leap from an existing one, and it must be somewhat
different and distinctly more advanced in its physiological and
bodily structure.

It appears from the Holy Qur'an that in this leap, or
spontaneous creation of a new species, perhaps at the level of
higher mammals or at least in the sub-order of hominoids of the
order of primates, the female principle plays the key role. [ am
inclined to this generalization by reading a work of a versatile

thinker of our country, the latc Sibti Nabi Naqvi who wrote many
creative papers on astrophysics, climatology and religion. 1 quotc
from his work, /slam and Contemporary Science, published in
1973. According to his suggestions, it was a female, independent
of a male of her species, which gave birth to Adam and Eve, the
ancestors of all mankind. He reproduces dyar. 59 of al ‘imrin,
the 3" chapter of the Holy Qur'an, relating to the birth of Jesus

6
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extent, it emerged in sea waters and after a time spread on the
dry lands with water pools in them. If we keep in mind the just
quoted dydr and read them along with an dyat of siira Had, we
are led to the idea of evolution of life from water up to the arrival
of mankind. The dyat is translated thus: ‘He it is who created the
earth and heavens in six days and His Throne ( ‘Arsh) was over
the waters that He might try you which of you are of better
deeds’ (11:7).

‘Arsh, as pointed out in numerous verses, is the Throne of
the Rahmin, ie. the ‘arsh of the Nourishing, Sustaining and
Upbringing Lord. The ayar discloses that it was on waters to
bring life from it. And it was life that had to grow and grow in
kingdoms, kinds, orders and species until the rise of mankind.
And the mankind, everyone of it, was to be put in testing
conditions to let it be manifest which of them are of good deeds
(and which of them are of evil deeds). It was quite enough for
this end that by the right combinations of the basic acids and
other compounds a single micro-organism consisting of one and
only one cell emerged. It was this humble beginning of life.
Feeding on the environment, self-reproduction and multiplication
were inherent laws in its constitution. And from it, i.e. a living
cell, grew all life and al! of its forms. The production of all life
was just equal to the production of this mono-celiular organism.
Sira Luqman reveals “Your creation and your raising is only as
that of a single life. Lo, Allah is Hearer, Knower” (31:28). The
word used in the dyar is nafs. This is applicable to every living
thing. It is also used in the sense of a soul or self. In the above
verse, it means life. There are standing Divine instructions to
man: “Travel in the land and see how He originated creation,
then Allah brings forth the later growth. Lo, Allah is able to do
all th'ngs” (Al “‘Ankabat, 29:20).

" The differences between a chemical organization and
biological organizations of the mixtures and compounds may

tend to zero, and human researches in this direction are good.
They may tend towards zero but they cannot touch the limit zero.
It means that there is a residue of spontaneity in life. It
Spontaneously originated from the chemical mixtures and
interactions and combinations with its own unprecedented laws.

5
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evolution of our sun a great bulging took place around its

- equatot. Whirlpools of gaseous masses containing some percents
of fine dust particles consisting of various terrestrial materials
such as silicon compounds, iron oxides, water vapours and other
elements were released and established at different orbits around
the sun. From the whirlpools, on particular orbits, emerged
iumps of dust. Gradually all of them merged together to form the
planet earth. The reference to dust both in the Book of Genesis
and in the Holy Qur'n is to this dust from which the earth itself
took origin and grew into,a planet. Other expressions of the Holy
Qur’an refer to different stages of its evolution. Hama™ masniin
seems to refer to its molten state, and salsal” kal fakhkhdr to the
state when its upper crust cooled down to form a solid rock, and
further broke down to thin layers giving sound. An expert
geologist may give all the details and fit the terms employed by
the verses in a proper order of geological evolution. Then the last
state of the earthly materials represented as the saldlat” min teen
directly refers to the organic compounds at the origin of life. This
saldlah, highly delicate something out of the clay is that
chemical organization of the earthly compounds in a right
proportion which forms the cell-of life. This salalah lies at the
origin of life, and by that reason at the origin of man. It is that
from which all life including man was created.

Then there are some important verses which give important
clue to the origin as well as to the evolution of life up to man:
“And we produced from waters every self-mover, i.e. animal. Of
them, there are that creep on their bellies, some that walk on two
legs and some that walk on four. Allah creates what He wills. For
verily Allah has power over all things” (al Nar, 24:45). We may
not go into all the details but may take notice of two important
points or conclusions that have drawn in a general agreement
amongst the experts. The ammoniac acids and nucleic acids,
ingredients to the production of a living cell, could be produced
or would have been produced while the earth was passing
through high temperatures at its upper surface including its

atmosphere. It was not yet ready for ordinary life. The second
point is that when life emerged; and it must have emerged when
the -atmospheric temperature. had cooled down to a sufficient

A
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al Sajdah (32:7), salsal™ min hama™ masnun in al Hajar
(15:33); teen” ladhib in al Saffat (37:1 1} and saldalar™ min teen
in al Mu’mindin (23:12).

Only two of the whole series of the above cited expressions
hama in masniin which means stinking mud and feen which
means mud/clay including teen in ladhib, i.e. elastic clay are
such that they are consistent with the potter’s image of the Lord.
But other expressions go beyond it and as such raze the image to
ground as for instance, safsal kal fakhkhar and saldlar” ntin
teen,

Salsal means an earth which has passed through fire and
then cooled down and produces sound. This latter aspect is
expressed by the words kal Jakhkhar. The verse says that man is
made of, or created from, salsal™ kal fakhkhér. This very idea is
repugnant to the potter’s image. A potter puts down his creations

‘of clay in fire after making them and does not put the clay in fire
~ before their making. Salalat” min teen, ie., an extracted
substance or a highly valuable something drawn from the wet
soil or mud becomes entirely incomprehensible in the light of the
potter’s view for a potter directly puts the plastic clay to shape it
into figures and does not go to extract something, a greatly
valuable substance or material, from it to use in his production.
Considerations like these would have impelled the experts to
reject the potter’s view of God and would have put the scientists
to redirect their researches towards more proper directions. This
is how the Divine revelations initially may help mankind in
mounting much of their ignorance or erroneous views. Had the
lead been followed, mankind would have been in the grasp of
much scientific knowledge, many centuries before our age, about -
creation and man.

However, expansion of our knowledge in physics,
chemistry, biology, geology and physical cosmology today
enables us to grasp the significance of the verses just referred to
above. One thing, however, is quite certain that life has come out
of the earth and has not come from outside, from some other
sphere, to it. All the verses, as mentioned above, project, more or

less, the evolution of the earth right from its beginning and origin

up to the stage of the emergence of life. At a certain stage of the
3
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The declaration of the Book of Genesis that man was made
of dust in its import was a most revolutionary message m the

heart of those very civilizations. It was threatening to their
ideological ramparts raised on the doctrine of the Divine lineage
of their mundane rulers and their august position with the specter
of vicegerency of their supreme deity in their hand.

The idea of spontaneous creation which was built on the
earthly origin of all living things means that (/) all animals are
created from dust and (i) all men without distinction have
earthly origin. It was the most scientific view that could be
formed by the ancient wise men. And the surviving potency of it
had been so strong that no one could seriously challenge it up to,
the last two centuries. According to this view, every kind of life
was directly and spontaneously created from earth. Man also
came into being in that way. The Book of Genesis further
declared that all men were progeny of Adam and Eve and as such
none of them could claim some higher status on the basis of his
genesis. This view could be quite easily absorbed in the theory of
the spontaneous creation. As a necessary aspect of this theory the
Supreme Lord of the world was, however, invested with a
potter’s image in the Jewish and later on in the Christian
civilizations,

The verses or Aydat, as they are called, of the Holy Qur’an
contain much more data on the subject of creation. But when the
Muslim scholars addressed themselves to explain the verses they
were overwhelmed by the prevalent views of those civilizations.
Consequently, they ignored the fundamental difference between ’
the words of the Book of Genesis and those of the Holy Qurian,
and reduced all of its relevant verses to one another in describing!
the origin of life and man on the earth. P

The Arabic word for dust is turab. The Qur’an confirms the
Book of Genesis, regarding the raising of man from dust, at five
places in its chapters/siiras: al Kahf (18:38), Room (30:20),
al Hajj (22:5), al Fatar (35:11), al ‘Imrén {3:59).

But in so many other verses, it employs different words
beyond mere dust: Salsal™ kal fakhar in al Rahman (55:14),
teen in al Asr®’ (17:61), al A‘raf (7:12), al An’am (6:2) and
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The Origin and Status of Man

(in the light of science and revelation)

A.H. Kamali

In the last issue of “Hikmat-e-Qur’an”, we published an
article, written in Urdu by learned scholar Mr. Sajid Mahmood
Muslim, on the subject of creation and evolution of man on
earth, that examined the creation of man in the light of modern
sciences. On the same subject, we present here an article, The
Origin and Status of Man (in the light of science and
revelation), written in English by A H. Kamali, The article
explains, in the light of the Qur anic verses, the significance of
the subject in accordance with the modermn knowledge in
Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Geology. and Physical
Cosmology. At the conclusion of the article, Mr. Kamali
observes: “One thing is quite certain that life has come out on ‘
the earth and has not come from outside, from some other
sphere, to it”. :

According to researches and study in the modemn
physical sciences, the development of the universe has shown
that it has developed in the following successive creative
stages or orders: The Cosmos, (2) The Planet Earth, (3) The
vegetables, (4) The Animals and finally, (5) The present self-
conscious stage of man.

Evidently, man is placed at the top of ail creative stages —
the only stage where creative activity is in progress — we can
be sure that man exists on the Planet Earth only.

“And Allah made of service unto you whatever is in the
heavens and whatever is in the earth; it is all Sfrom Him.
Lo! Herein verily are portents for people who reflect”
(al-Qur'an 45:13). .
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