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position in which very few Muslims genuinely and whole-
heartedly adhere to its dictates. We have, however, seen in
the light of ideas presented above that Allah (SWT)
demands of us a struggle and persistent endeavour to re-
establish the link between faith and power, bringing both
into a single unified whole. So let us passionately involve
ourselves in our society and environments to do His will, but
stilf more passionately let our hearts yearn for His pleasure.
Similarly let the life of the Prophet live again in our lives.
Let his message, his conduct, his goals, be our message, our
conduct and our goals. So also, let nothing motivate us but
an intense longing to please our Lord in the world to come,
but let that expectation and God-consciousness give a
decisive shape to our life here. The hope of meaningful
future must make us bold enough to confront the risk and
overcome the tribulations that lie in living by His will in the
totality of our existence. We, as Muslims, have but one
option : to strive to change the world to conform to the
model given to mankind by the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
belessings and peace be on him. (Concluded) '

w,aﬁwé_rb,«,;fdf/azgruw/
J’U/’ --J@Jd-did—féﬂiuljﬂ,_ﬂdd

\pit =

Awﬂc#qu/’/M/g;,@byw

!4-97‘,.”&:/(‘)),-/»3’&1:%/0’?

4:4'/‘-»-“ o r'rue“

SIS Ly ‘C)/’(Mc/' S Lnk




v sase Sz Uil

life in the entire Arabian peninsula and the Quranic
teachings and laws weré implemented at all levels. The finale
of the prophetic mission came during the Hajj performed by
the Prophet (SAW) in 9 AH when he addressed a big
gathering of Muslims at the Hajj congreation (the assembly,
according to some reports, consisted of at least forty
thousand Muslims, whereas others number them at one and
a quarter lac) and asked all those present whether he had
fully transmitted to them the Truth. In reply all testified that
he had meticulously  communicated  the Truth
conscientiously discharged the duty entrusted to him by
~ Allah (SWT) and worked for their spiritual well-being in the
best possible manner. Only a few months later the Holy
Prophet (SAW) left this world for the Heavenly abode.

Now in the light of the following verse of the Quran :

...... so that the Prophet might bear witness to the
Truth before you, and that you might bear witness
to it before all mankind (Hajj : 78)

..... execution of the prophetic mission at the global level is
the obligation of the Muslim Ummah as a whole. In the
pursuance of this very objective the noblest of the Prophet’s
Companions——the four rightly-guided Caliphs——on his
behalf carried the banner of Islam to the wide world outside
the Arabian Peninsula. Indeed 1slam reigned supreme in its
pristine purity on a vast area of the then civilized world and
the obligations of ‘witnessing to the Truth before men’,
‘dissemination and preaching of Deen al-Islam’, ‘igamat-i-
Deen’ and ‘making Islam dominant in the body-politic of
society’ were discharged with utmost magnificence and
dedication for almost three decades. The Deen (i. e, the true
faith of Islam) thereafter experienced a slow and gradual
decline till in the present century it reached its lowest ebb,
Starting as an ideology believed in by a handful of faithfui
believers it became the rock-bottom foundation of a whole
world civilization, And now it has again reverted back to a

22 : (Hikmat-e-Quran)
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ummiyeen) and unto other people (te akhereen)—people of-
other lands and of future times. The latter aspect of
Muhammad’s (SAW) prophethood stresses the universality -
and timeless validity of all that was revealed to him. In a
sermon already referred to earlier, the Holy Prophet
addressed the audience thus: '

Verily, I am God’s messenger unto you people in
particular and unto all mankind (of other
environments and of future times) in general.

The Prophet (SAW) executed and fully achieved the
target envisaged by the more immediate or ‘particularized’
aspect of the prophetic call in his own life time through the
myriad activities of preachmg and disseminating the Truth
as well as persistent struggle in making Islam the dominant
force in the length and breadth of Arabian Peninsula. He put
up with all sorts of opposition verbal and physical
persecution, slander and mental torture. The Prophet and -
his companions endured the hardships of confinement in
Sheb Bani Hashim for years. The Prophet was meted out
extremely insulting treatment by the people of Taif; he was
even physically assaulted. He and his companion°Abu Bakr
Siddique went through the ordeal of hiding in the cave of
Thaur while Suraga ibn Malik chased them. The
Prophet(SAW) and his devoted followers were forced to
leave their homes and migrate to Medinah and them starting
from the battle of Badr a. series of armed encounters
followed which continued for several years till the expedition
of Khyber and Tabuk. In-these battle hundreds of the
Prophet’s dear companions including Musab ibn Umair
(RA) and Hamza (RA) were martyred and their dead
bodies were badly mutilated. Without faltering a bit, the
Holy .Prophet (SAW) and_ his comrades endured all the |
hardships and ordeals patiently and worked persistently for
the execution of his mission for twenty-three years till the,
True Faith (i, e., Islam) gained ascendancy in all walks of

(Hikmat-e-Quran ) o ' . : 21
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THE UMMATIC OBLIGATION OF MUSLIMS

The most vitally important question that a true Muslim
nress ask himself is: Did the Holy Prophet (SAW) himself
accomplish and fulfill the prophetic mission assigned to him
by Allah (SWT) completely and in all respects?—or has that
mission to be continued and carried out by Muslims to its
completion at the global level? If we concede the truth
projected in the latter question, can we really accomplish
this gigantic task merely by celebrating annually the
Prophet’s birthday with religious devotion and fervor and by
proselytizing and eulogizing his life and character traits? The
right answer to this is definitely in the negative.

We Muslims must understand very clearly the all-
important corollary of belief in the cessation and finality of
prophethood in Hadrat Muhammad (SAW): the
responsibility for the task executed by a chain of prophets
has been placed, after the last of Prophet’s (SAW) on the
shoulders of those who are in the Muslim Ummah. In
respect of both types of obligations and duties)}—those
pertaining firstly to the essential and foundational purpose
of prophethood (viz., missionary work, dissemination of
faith, warning and greeting, education, character-building
and purification of selves) and, secondly, obligations
pertaining specially to the consummatory. nature of
Muhammad’s prophethood (viz, establishing ‘deen’ in its
totality, making Islam predominant in the world——the
responsibility lies entirely with those who take pride in
belonging to Muslim Ummah and adore and eulogize the
Holy Prophet. All convinced and committed Muslims must
realize that as after Muhammad (PBUH) there is going to
be no prophet for mankind, Prophet Muhammad’s divinely
ordained mission had tow-fold direction and significance:
firstly he was messenger specially for the contemporary Arab
people and, secondly, he was a messenger for all humanity
till the Dooms day. This was stated quite clearly in Surah Al-
Jumuah: He was sent unto both the unlettered people (the

20 (Hikmat-e-Quran)
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have published books on the life-history of the Holy Prophet
(SAW) have generally erred in their over-all assessment of
the Prophet’s mission.

And the main reason for this is that they did not at all
appreciate the culminatory and summatory character of his
prophetic mission. They do have a notion of the basic and .
primary objectives of the prophetic call; and hence they
think that a prophet may at best be a preacher, a mentor, a
teacher, a reformer and a warner. But as they are not clear
about the finality of prophethood and the summatory
character of Prophet Muhammad’s mission, they cannot
possibly imagine a prophet as a statesman, a commander of
fighting forces, and an administrator. They just cannot
swallow and digest the historical fact that Prophet
Muhammad (SAW) performed all the above mentioned
functions; he was both a preacher and a statesman. Finding
it difficult to reconcile mentally all the capacities of Prophet
(SAW), some openly repudiate his divine ‘messenger-ship’
and only acclaim him as a great human leader. For example,
Montgomery Watt speaks of him as ‘one of the greatest sons
of Adam’. Or, in the words of Dr. Michael Hart,
"(Muhammad SAW) the only man in history who was
supremely successful on both the religious and secular
levels." Other authors had recourse to a very naive and
foolish thesis. For instance, Toynbee—the eminent British
historian—maintains that "Muhammad failed as a prophet
but succeeded as a statesman.” Similarly, some very wrongly
divide his life career into two disparate and disjointed
phases, hence the titles of Montgomery Watt’s books on the
Life and character of the Prophet Muhammad (SAW) At
Makkah" and "Muhammad At Medina." The clear and
explicit insinuation here is that at Makkah and at Medina we
see two different personalities of the Prophet. And this, in
fact, is the result of a basic misconception regarding the
Prophet Muhammad’s (SAW) divinely—ordained mission as
the last of all Prophets..

(Hikmat-e-Quran} - 19
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political structure and statecraft underwent a radical change
on account of that sweeping revolution.

THE REVOLUTIONARY STRUGGLE

Indeed, the revolutionary struggle of the Prophet
(SAW) too was unparalleled in the entire human history in
so far as all the variegated stages of revolutionary process
were completed in one man’s life span. There is no other
instance in world history in which a propounder of a
revolutionary  ideology, starting  from  theoretical
dissemination, organization of a well-knit and dedicated
party, facing opponents’ challenges and armed struggle,
successfully brought about a revolution. This, in fact, is the
most remarkable fiat of our beloved Prophet (SAW) that,
starting the Islamic mission from his individual self, he
established the ‘Kingdom of Heaven on earth’ within a
relatively short span of twenty three years (of lunar
calender) and Islam was practised in its totality in letter and
spirit throughout the length and breadth of Arabian
Peninsula.

THE PROPHET’S METHODOLOGY FOR
REVOLUTION

The questions as to how this total and tremendous
change was brought about in Arabia, what was the essential
methodology of the Prophet (SAW) and what were the
stages through which his revolutionary struggle progressed,
are very important and pertinent questions and call for
separate and elaborate discussion. We hope to do this at a
luter stage. Right now, we would very much like to mention
two points which link up with ideas presented in the above
lines. The first point is about the short-sightedness and
erroneous judgment of Western scholars.

THE MISCONCEPTION OF WESTERN WRITERS

The Western writers on Islam and the orientalists who

I8 (Ilkmar-e-Quran)
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Umar and not the periods of Ramain, Maha Bharat,
Bikrama Joot or Chandra Gupt Moria. It is noteworthy here
that Gandhi published these thoughts in his own magazine
‘Harijan’ in 1937 at the time when the British India
provincial ministries were formed for the first time. And
since Muslim League had boycotted the 1936 elections, the
Congress had made ministerial cabinets throughout India.
This means that the completion of Divine guidance and
finality of Muhammad’s prophethood logically necessitated
that he, in addition to variegated missionary, soul-purifying
and character—building activities, organized a revolutionary
party of committed and dedicated Muslims and after
defeating and rooting out the forces of evil, actually
established and operationalized the true faith (ie., al-Islam)
in its totality. And this constitutes the summatory character
of Hadrat Muhammad’s prophetic mission which assigns to
him a unique and privileged status in the galaxy of divine
messengers.

- THE LEADER OF REVOLUTION

We will no doubt be guilty of injustice and disrespect if
we consider Prophet Muhammad (SAW) comparable to
other leaders of historical revolutions in the world. But,
nevertheless, it is a fact that the expression ‘leader of
revolution’ is par excellence true of him. This is because all
the revolutions which human history witnessed (including
the French Revolution and the Bolshevik Revolution of
Russia) were partial revolutions as they affected only some
aspects of the social life. The French revolution brought
changes in the political structure and form of government in
France, while the Communist revolution mainly changed the
economic system of Russia. The Islamic revolution brought
about by the Prophet in the Arabian Peninsula was, on the
other hand, a total revolution which affected all aspects of
human life. Everything, right from basic beliefs with regard
to divinity, moral and social values up to economic order,

[t !Iikmar-&rian } 17
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personal life of the Holy Prophet, acknowledges in his ‘A
‘Concise History of the World® that high-sounding and
idealistic sermons were frequently preached in favour of
values like human freedom, fraternity and equality, but no
attempt was ever made to put them jn practice. The
passionate sermons of Jesus of Nazareth are cases |n point,
Prophet Muhammad (SAW), according to him, for the first
time in human history, established an actual social order
based on these high moral valyes. Thus, even an enemy of
Islam had to acknowledge the marvellous superiority of the
prophetic mission and career of our beloved Prophet (SAW)
as not only the preacher but also the architect par excellence
of the Islamic polity. In the social and family system,
alongwith the administrative superiority of the husband,
woman was assigned a status of highest respect and dignity.
In the socio-political set-up, the individual's complete
freedom of speech and criticism was allowed side by side
with strict political regimentation and discipline, and justice
was done even-handedly to all. On the top of it all, in the
economic sphere, private ownership and personal initiative
were perfectly matched with smooth and equitable
circulation and  distribution of  wealth. Witl:out
accomp[ishing all this concretely, how could a conclusive
proof be established in favour of the true faith (i.e. al-Islam)
for men of the age that began with the advent of Prophet
Muhammad(SAW). lust think of any good or social value,
and you will find it realized supremely and in a most
balanced manner in the system of life established by the
Holy Prophet (SAW) fourteen centuries ago. Indeed, one
feels that in the realm of social justice and equity, human
thought and endeavor has throughout only tried to reach
near or approximate to the lofty ideals set by the Prophet’s
revolutionary struggle fourteen centuries ago, and in no
sense surpass them. That is the reason why in the present
century, during the freedom struggle for India, the Hindu
leader-Mr. Gandhi-—asked his co-nationals to keep in view
the golden historical periods of Hadrat Abu Bakr and Hadrt

16 (Hikmat-e-Quran}
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corpus of hadith in its present commonly-understooci
meaning. It came 10 be used much later quite rightly 1o
connote various schools of juristic thinking, €-& Madhab-i-
Hanafi, Madhab-i—Maleki, Hanbaii-i-Hanfai etc., which are in
reality branches of developmental variants of the underlying
rock-bottom faith of Istam. (ii) Though, in matters of details,
the revealed laws (ie., sharia) given 10 Prophet Moses and
Prophet Muhammad show numerous points of divergence,
yet the essentials of ‘Jeen’ have been identical right from
Adam down 1O Prophet Muhammad (SAW). Verse 13 of
Surah Shura states this truth emphatically thus:

The same deen has He established for you as that which
He enjoined on Noah—the on€ which we have sent by
inspiration 10 thee—and that which We enjoined on
Abraham, Moses, and Jesus: namely, that they should
remain steadfast in deen (i €, bY establisling it) and make
no divisions therein ......

gecondly, for the Holy Prophet (SAW) actual
establishment of Islam’s dominance over all social structures
was essential 10 prove its viability and practicability;
otherwise, the excellent social system of lslam would have
been taken as a mere utopia. And, surely, utopias never
convince people at large. The Prophet’s duty of furnishing 2
\witness into truth’ for people and leaving them no excuse.
for ignorance, would have remained undischarged until the
fajth and Sharia of Islam were translated into concrete facts.
That is why the Prophet and his Companions left no stone
unturned 1o make Islam dominant as a socio-political order,
and it kept flourishing in the period of rightby guided
caliphate. In this golden era of 1slam, the :deal moral values
preached so far only in sermons—values like human
freedom, fraternity and equality—were turned into real
facts, and this feat has been authentically recorded in history
and acknowledged by world historians. For example, even
H.G. Wells, the eminent British historian, who otherwise
shows extreme disrespect and animosity towards the
15
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institutions. It is important at this juncture to understand
logically and rationally as to why establishing ‘deen’ or
making it dominant was at all essential. This was so for two
reasons:

Firstly, ‘deen’ by its very nature demands its
establishment and domination over all the spheres and
institutions of life. A way of life (particularly one based on
total submission to God Almighty) is meaningless and
contradictory if it is not implemented and put in practice.
This by itself makes ‘deen’ quite radically different from
‘madhab’, i.e., mere religion in the contemporary Western
sense of the word. ‘Madhab’ or religion is, in fact, a
fragmentary or partial affair and can exist under any ‘deen’.
At the time when Islam was a dominant ‘deen’ Christianity,
Judaism, Zoroastrianism, Hinduism or Buddhism existed
under it as religions, and their followers were forced to
accept the Quranic injunction ... They agree to pay the
exemption tax with a willing hand, after having been
humbled (in war)’ (At-Tawbah:29). Similarly, reduced and
attenuated to a status of religion, Islam existed in various
lands ruled by non-Muslim colonial masters. ‘Deen’, on the
other hand, is a total and integrated whole and it has no
reality or efficacy until it is practised in toto and. held
supreme over all spheres of life and political
administrations.  Just as Monarchy and Democracy or
Capitalism and Communism cannot co-exist in a country;
similarly, two socio-political systems or religions (one based
on Islam and the other on secular and materialistic ideology)
cannot co-exist at par with each other. Detente between
them or their peaceful coexistence is possible oaly in case
one remains the dominant socio-political order and the
other is attenuated to the level of a ritualistic and non-
assertive religion (i.e., madhab). In respect of the difference
between ‘deen’ and ‘madhab’ (religion), two points should be
clearly borne in mind: (i) The word ‘madhab’ has not been
used at all in the Quran, nor has it been used in the whole

14 ' (Hikmat-e-Quran)
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leyuzhira-hu. According to some interpreters and exegetists
of the Quran, it refers to the Prophet (SAW). This again
makes no real difference in the meaning and import; the
victory of the Prophet is not to be taken as his personal or
his family’s or tribe’s victory. Rather, it certainly means the
dominance and triumph of the faith which he preached
tirelessly, and implemented, in letter and spirit, in the whole
of Arabian Peninsula.

ALADDEENI KULLIHI

This expression of the Quranic verse has been variously
translated by Urdu translators of the Holy Book. Some have
translated it as ‘over all false religions’ while others as ‘over
all religion’, that is to say, ‘over all the deens’ or ‘over the
whole of deen’. It is quite significant that ‘adyan’, the plural
form of ‘deen’ has not appeared in the whole of Quran even
once. Moreover, the emphasis connoted by the expression
‘kullih?, in addition to the three verses already noted,

“appears only once in verse 39 of Surah Al-Anfal:

And fight against them until there is no more
oppression and all worship is devoted to God alone
(literally:  and religion belongs to God alone’).

Here, to translate ‘deen’ (expression used in the verse)
in the plural as ‘deens’ is quite wrong since, to say that all
religions can belong to God is an utter travesty of truth,
whereas directing and devoting all service and worship to
One Almighty is an all-important Quranic theme which has
been expressed repeatedly in essentially identical words.
With this significance of the locution ‘deen’ in mind, one can
translate the verse under discussion thus: It is God Almighty
who has sent His Prophet along with ‘huda’ ie., the Holy
Quran and ‘deen al-Haqq' i.e, a complete and integrated way
of life, based on the principle of total submission to God
(that is to say, al-Islam), so that he (i.e. the Prophet) may
make it dominant over the whole way of life and social

(Hikmat-e-Quran) 13
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verse 13 of this very surah, God assures believers of victory
in this world too. On the top of it all, the believers who
endeavour for Islam with zeal and zest are regarded as
helpers of God and the Prophet. If 2 man does not enter into
this bargain, he will not even rid himself of eternal
damnation and suffering, let alone seck loftier spiritual
rewards and blessings.

This, in effect, means that the whole issue is quite
simple and understandable. Islam is the faith (Deen) of
Allah and to make it prevail and dominate in the world is
essentially the duty of the Prophet (SAW). Now, the acid
test for a person who claims belief in both of them (ie.,
Allah and His Messenger) is whether or not he strives his
utmost in the cause of Islam with all his wealth, capabilities
and life. If he thus ‘helps’ Allah and his Messenger, he will
attain eternal success and bliss. Otherwise, he will face
condemnation and torments of Hell-fire in the life to come.

This is also stated very clearly in verse 25 of Surah Al-
Hadeed thus:

........ so that God might mark out those who would stand
up for Him and His Prophet, even though He (Himself) s
beyond the reach of human perception (al-Hadeed: 25)

And Surah As-Saff ends with this cali;

O you who have attained to fajth! Be helpers (in the
cause of God) even as Jesus, the son of Mary, said to his
disciples, ‘who will be my helpers (in the cause} of God’?
(verse 14),

If one does not accept this immaculately clear view of
religious obligation based on self-explanatory propositions,
he will do so at his own peril. He should blame none else but

himself for his misconceived and tendentious ideas.

Similarly, there is difference of opinion about the
referent of objective pronoun ‘4w’ in the expression

12 (f Iikmar»c-Quran )
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supererogatory, burdensome or frightening that which is
really obligatory, fruitful and consequential. Is not the
attitude of religious complacency exhibited by these
misguided interpreters and scholars of Quran identical with
one depicted in the English proverb: ‘A bad workman
quarrels with his tools’.

The whole matter is quite clear to one who endeavours
to think with candid and unbiased mind. Surah Tawba, Fath
and Saff—the three surahs which contain this important
verse—are all concerned, and elaborately deal, with the
subject of struggle and effort (Jehad) and armed conflict or
war (gital) in the cause of Allah. In particular, surah Saff is
entirely, from the beginning to the end, on the theme of
struggle and war in the way of Allah. And in this,
immediately after the verse under discussion, a clarion call
has been made in an extremely motivating manner for
Muslims to girdle up their loins for the cause of Islam. First,
the question is put to believers whether they wanted
themselves to be saved from grievous suffering, And then it
is told in clear and unambiguous terms that this can be
achieved by undertaking the hard and arduous tasks of
struggle and armed strife in the way of Allah. The verses in
full read:

O ye who believe ! Shall 1 point out to you a bargain
that will save you from grievous suffering? That ye believe in
God and his Prophet, and that ye strive (your utmost) in the
cause of God with your property and your lives; that will be
best for you if ye but knew. (as-Saff: 10-1 1)

It is truly a wonderful bargain; what we are asked to
give is so little; what we are promised in turn is so much,
only if we knew the eternal truth, and understood the
comparative value of things—the sacrifice of our fleeting
advantages for forgiveness, the love of God, and eternal
‘bliss. In reward of struggle and holy war in the cause of
Islam we get God’s unbounded Bounty and Munificence. In

(Hlikmat-e-Quran) 11
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the verse? As Muslims, we all believe that the final and real
agent for all actions is none other than Allah (SWT).
Despite this metaphysical belief, all imperatives in the
Quran are directed and addressed to human beings living in
the world of facts. And it is incumbent upon them to leave
No stone unturned in performing their religious obligations.
That is why we see that the Holy Prophet (SAW) struggled
very hard all through his prophetic career for making Islam
triumphant and predominant. That is to say, in the world of
objective facts, the Prophet had to struggle very hard for
Islam at the purely human level, though we believe that the
ultimate and real causal agent of all actjons is always Allah
(SWT). The Quran categorically asserts thus :

And yet, (O believers!) it was not you who slew the
enemy, but it was God who slew them; and it was not you
who cast (terror into them by throwing a handful of dust, O
Prophet!), when you did cast it, but it was God who cast it.
(Al-Anfal: 17).

Would those who are, through minor difference of
interpretation bused on feebie argument, distorting the
whole concept of religious obligations think about the far-
reaching implications of their standpoint! The truth of the
matter is that, on the basis of a trivial point, they have, in
fact, wrongly absolved themselves of the Quranic obligation
of making Islam predominant as a socto-politico-economic
order in the world, They should try to think candidly as to
what would have happened if the Holy Prophet and his
Companions had taken the above quoted verse (revealed
after the Battle of Badr) in its apparent literal sense,
Obviously, they would have forthwith given up their struggle
for the cause of Islam and the subsequent world history
would have been radically different from what jt js.
Moreover, would it be possible for anyone of us to have
embraced Islam—the true Divine fuith? Indeed, we should
always try to be on guard against the seductive trappangs of
Satan, in particular, his master-stratagem that causes to look

I 0 tflikmai-e- Cuiran}
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Almighty Allah bestowed upon man the most balanced
system of social justice and equity that was really ‘al-meezan’
and offered best solution for all the intricate issues and
problems of social existence. In all spheres of social
li*»—cultural, economic and political-—it guided mankind to
the straight path and the most balanced middle way that put
an end to social injustice, economic exploitation and political
repression. And thus the sole purpose of prophets and
revelation of Divine books (i.e., guiding people to live with
equity and justice) was fully realized in the advent of the
Last Prophet and a concrete example was set for all times to
come through the completion of the true faith, as the Quran
says:

This day have 1 perfected your religion for you,
completed My favour upon you, and have chosen for you
Islam as your religion. (Al-Maaida: 4)

LEYUZHIRA-HU

Now, let us take another step forward and try to
understand the meanings of the Arabic expression ‘leyuzhira-
hu’ used in the Quranic verse, referred to above. It is
reassuring to note that the literal meaning and connotation
of izhar —to make predominant—is accepted by all scholars
and experts of Quranic sciences. However, there are more
than one opinions in respect of the subject and object of the
verb ‘izhar’, though this difference of opinion causes no real
change in the meaning of the verse. According to some
scholars, the subject of the verb ‘izhar’ is the same Being
Who is also the subject of the verb ‘irsal’ (the verb used in
the earlier part of the verb) i. e, Almighty Allah (SWT).
Some others maintain that the implicit subjective pronoun in
the expression ‘leyuzhirahw’ refers to the Prophet (SAW).
Both interpreters have taken recourse to finer subtleties of
Arabic grammar in support of their respective position, but
the question that clinches the matter is: what real difference
does either position make in the over-all purported intent of

(Hikmat-e-Quran} 9
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And if you are in doubt as to what We have revealed,
from time to time to Our Servant, then produce a Surah like
thereunto (al-Baqarah: 23)

It is a pity that so far Quranic scholars have mainly
focussed attention on the literary and stylistic beauties of the
Holy Book and its linguistic and rhythmic excellences.
Whatever scant attention was paid to the meaning-content
‘of the Book was too, by and large, misguided and
misconceived in so far as either Aristotelian logic or modern
scientific views were made paradigm of truth in the light of
which an attempt was made to understand the Quran. They
little realized that Quran could not possibly accept these
ever-changing strait-jackets. The truth should be clearly orne
in mind that, essentially, the Quran is ‘4/-Huda’ and its real
magnificence lies in its guidance for thought and practical
life. And it was given to man at a time when his independent
thought as such had reached its zenith and he had, so to say,
attained mental ‘adulthood’ and maturity.

Another point of wisdom in the timing of the last
Prophet’s advent seems to be the fact that the social
consciousness of mankind had also reached maturity in the
7th Century A.D. and the human polity had passed through
all the major evolutionary stages. Alfter passing through the
social polities of tribal organization and city state, human
life had entered the phase of great kingdoms and empires.
This, in fact, meant that the hold of socio-political system on
human life was experienced in its full intensity for the first
time and that man had begun to face the vexed and multi-
dimensional problems of human culture and collective life.
Moreover, the time was about to usher in which humanity
had to encounter such irresolvable issues as those of the
individual versus the group, man versus woman, capital
versus labour, and in the solution of which human thought
moved from one extreme to another, always adding to
human travail and agony. Therefore, it was quite in the
fitness of things that at that stage of human history,

8 (Hikmar-e-Quran) -
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influential philosophical schools of thought appeared during
this period. Though, in later centuries, physical sciences have
progressed tremendously and the range of man’s general
information has expanded immensely, no essentially new
idea has been expressed in the realm of metaphysical
thought and philosophy. Neither a new religion nor a new
thought-system or philosophical school has appeared during
this period. Ideas and thoughts expressed in pompous
phraseology and technical jargon in modern times are, in
fact, echoes of older philosophies and ideologies. Indeed,
they are wrongly presented or supposed to be new thoughts
or fresh ideas of the modern age. They are like old wine in
new bottles. Now, if all this is factually true—and there is no
ground whatsoever to challenge this thesis—it becomes quite
understandable that 7th century A.D. was the most
appropriate time for the revelation of the last Divine
Guidance (al-Huda) for the whole of mankind. The
protection of its text was guaranteed by the Almighty
Himself, so that it could serve as a permanent source of
guidance in thought and actian. That is the reason why the
Quran asserts the following very explicitly:

1-  Verily, this Quran shows the way to all that is most
upright. (Al-Isra: 9)

5. We sent down the (Quran) in Truth and in Truth
has it descended. (Al-ksra: 105)

3. Say: ‘If the whole of mankind and jinns were 1O .
gather together to produce the like of this Quran,
they could not produce the like thereof, even if they
backed each other with help and support. (Al-Isra:
88) | -

And, time and again, it offered the whole mankind a
challenge in these words: -

(Hikmat-e-(riran) 7
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help Muhammad’s deen, (or faith)’. In reality, Islam is deen-
Alluh; but in a sense it is also Muhammad’s deen as it has
been revealed and given to mankind through the Prophet.
To sum up, deen-Allah is that system of belief and action
which is based on the basic premise of total, absolute and
unconditional submission to Allah’s commands. And this, in
fact, is the *meezan’, the so-called balance—the final and
ultimate form of divine guidance for mankind. Divine
guidance, after - progressing gradually through the
vicissitudes of history, finully culminated in the Islamic law
revealed to Prophet Muhammad (SAW), which represents
the most ideal and balanced system of social justice and
equity wherein the duties and rights of all are clearly laid
down: ‘so that men might stick to, and behave with, equnty
(Al-Hadeed:25).

WISDOM IN THE TIMING OF THE
LAST PROPUET’S ADVENT

A deeper consideration will reveal the truth that the
point and wisdom in the temporal location of termination of
prophethood and imparting perfection to revealed law and
religion can also be appreciated with reference to these two
expressions viz, al-huda and deen al-haqq. Indeed, the time
of the advent of Prophet Muhammad (SAW) was the period
of human history in which humanity moved from infancy to
mental maturity in two respects.

“""First, just before the appearance of Islam and its
‘revealed book, man had reached rational maturity and had
conceived and spelled out all types of philosophies he could
think of solely on the basis of his reason. The late Professor
Yusuf Salim Chishty, a great and professed scholar of world
religions, philosophical systems, theology and Islamic
mysticism, was of the opinion that twelve hundred
years—from 600 B.C. to 600 A.D—is the span of history in
which human thought and intellect progressed from infancy
to maturity. All major world religions as well as all most
6 : ‘ ‘ (Hikmai-e-Quran)
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system of life is assigned to the person who is taken to be the
supreme ruler and with reference to whom the detailed
practical commands are laid down. This meaning of *deen’ is
amply borne out by verse 76 of Surah Yusuf:

In this way did We contrive for Joseph (the attainment
of his heart’s desire); under the King’s law, he would
(otherwise) not have been able to detain his brother.

In the Kingdom prevalent at that time in Egypt, the
King was the absolute sovereign and everybody submitted to
his will. The Quran speaks of this socio-political system as
‘deen-al Malik’. Exactly in this scnse, it also speaks of ‘deen-
Allaly’ in Surah An-Nasr:

When God’s succour comes, and victory, and thou seest
people enter God’s religion in hosts, . . .(Verse 1-2).

This means that when Prophet Muhammad (SAW),
after more than two decades of strenuous preaching and
struggle, succeeded in establishing in the Arabian Peninsula
a system of life in which Allah"(SWT) was accepted as the
Supreme and Absolute Sovereign and people entered into
this faith in great numbers, it was referred to by the Holy
Quran as ‘deen-Allal’. From this perspective, it would not be
inappropriate to call the modern political set-up of
democracy (in which actually or not, but nevertheless
theoretically, ‘people’ of a country, are themselves the

sovereign) as ‘deen al-Jamhoor'.

However, the Holy Quran also employs other
expressions in which ‘deen’ is attributed metaphorically to
somebody other than God e.g., ‘deeni’ (my ‘deen’), ‘dinokumn’
(your ‘deen’) or ‘dinohum’ (their ‘deen’). This is obviously in
the sense of the system or way of life which one has accepted
and living it. This system of life and socio-political
governance, so to say, is a person’s ‘deen’. In this very
metaphorical sense, Islam is called Deen-i Muhammad in
one of the famous prayer: *O, Lord, hetp all the persons who

(Hikmat-e-Quran) S
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on the word ‘deen’, we come to know that in Arabic
language it connotes exactly what it means in Surah Al-
Fatiha, viz., recompense. And, surely, it is reward in case of
good deeds and torments of Hell-fire in case of bad ones.
That explains the fact why in the early Surahs (of mostly
Makkan period) the word ‘deen’ is used in its core meaning
of recompense:

(1) Hast thou ever considered (the kind of man) who
calls the Day of Judgement a lie. (Al-Ma-oon :1)

(2) What, then, (O man!) could henceforth cause thee
to give a lie to the moral law and recompense. (At-
Teen: 7)

(3) Nay, (O men!) but you (are lured and tempted to)
give lie to (God's) judgement. (Al-infitar : 9)

In addition to Surah al-Fatiha, the word ‘deen’
alongwith ‘yaum' has appeared at twelve other places in the
Quran and it signifies the Day of Judgement and Final
Reckoning.

Again, as recompense (both in the form of reward and
punishment) necessarily implies a law or code of conduct
and its observance, the connotation of the word ‘deen’ also
extended from its literal root meaning to a full-fledged
Quranic term and initially meant obedience and servitude.
Consequently, we read twice the expression ¢ mukhlesul
lahuddin’, once ‘mukhlesul lahu deeni’ and six times
‘mukhleseena lahuddin’. And at all these places, it invariably
means total, unconditional and exclusive obedience and
submission to God. An element of intensity and emphasis is
added to it through the additional use of ‘haneefan’ or
‘hunafa’. The word ‘deen’, however, finally assumed the full
richness of meaning and connoted a whole system of
obedience and servitude. And the pivotal position in this

4 (Hikmat-e-Quran)
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has been described in these words:

Indeed, We did send forth Our Messengers with all the
evidence of (this) Truth; and through them We bestowed
revelation from on high, and (thus gave you) a balance
(wherewith to weigh right and wrong).

It is quite obvious that in this verse just as the word ‘al-
meezan’ has been substituted for ‘Deen al-Hagqq', similarly,
al-Kitab has been used in place of the expression al-iwda
used in the verse under discussion. This proves the truth
without an iota of doubt that in the context of Muhammad’s
prophethood, al-huda signifies nothing else but al-Quran.

DEEN AL-HAQ

It does not really matter whether we take the complex
locution as a relational compound and translate it as ‘deen’
of ‘Haqq'—religion of Truth—or take it as a qualitative
compound and translate it as ‘true religion’ (as has been
done by the majority of the translators of Quran), its real
connotation and meaning remain essentially identical and
unchanged, viz., ‘deen’ of Alluh, because the true faith and
religion could be of no one else but Allah’s. Similarly, the
personification of ‘haqq’ can be none other than Allah
Himself (SWT) as the Quran says:

(1) All this (happens) because God alone is the
Ultimate Truth. (Al-Hajj : 6, 62)

(2) On that day will God pay them in full their just due,
and they will come to know that God alone is the
Ultimate Truth, manifest, and manifesting (the true
nature of all that has ever been done). (An-Nur :

This shows that ‘deen al-Haqq’ is in real import and
meaning quite equivalent to ‘deen-Allal’ If we concentrate

(Hikmat-e-Quran) 3
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Khulafa", He has described it as the most important verse in
understanding the purpose and mission of Muhammad’s
(SAW) prophethood. Similarly, Maulana Ubaidullah Sindhi
has taken”this verse as the key for understanding the
“envisioned global and international revolution of Islam. It is,
therefore, incumbent upon us that we undertake a thorough
study of this verse.

A careful study of the expression used in the verse will
reveal the truth that Muhammad (SAW) has been sent along
with two items: (1) Al-huda (the guidance) and (2) Deen Al-
Haqq (the religion of Truth). Let us study them rather
closely one by one.

Al-Huda

Whether we take the word in its wider literal sense, or
try to understand it in the light of precedents found at
numerous places in the Book,—4I-Huda signifies the Holy
Quran, because only this very Divine Book is guidance both
for the God-fearing and for the ordinary run of people. The
nature of this a/-Huda is elucidated in the following verses:

(1) But (now) We have caused this (message) to be a
light, whereby We guide whom We will of Our
servants. {Ash-Shura : 52)

(2) Verily, this Quran shows the way to all that is most
upright. (Al-Isra : 9)

A group of jinns heard the recitation of this very Book
when they said:

Verily, we have heard a wondrous discourse, guiding
towards consciousness of what is right; and so we have come
to believe in it. ( Al-Jinn: 1-2)

This point is further reaffirmed if we study verse 25 of
Surah Al-Hadeed where the purpose of sending Messengers

2 ‘ (Hikmat-e-Quran)
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THE 0BJECTIVE AND GOAL OF

MUHAMMAD®S AW PROPHETHOOD
IN THE LIGHT OF THE HOLY QURAN

{Part-1l)

- DR. ISRAR AHMAD
(Translated into English by : Dr. Absar Ahmad)

CHARACTERISTICS OF PLENITUDE AND COMPLETION
IN MUHAMMAD’S (SAW) l’ll0l’ll[§Tll00])

The most distinctive character of Hadrat Muhammad's
prophetic mission has been brought out by the Quran at
three places thus:

He it is Who has sent forth His Messenger with
(the task of) spreading guidance and the refigion of
Truth, to the end that He make it prevail over all
(false) religion....

(At-Tawba : 33, Al-Fath : 28, As-Saff : 9)

The important point of which notice should be taken
here is that with respect to Prophet Muhammad (SAW), this
verse has been repeated at three places in the Quran without
the slightest change or difference of construction, whereas it
has not been revealed even once for any other prophet or
message-bearer.

The famous scholar and mystic of the Indo-Pukistan
Sub-continent—Shah Waliyyullah of Delhi (1703-1762A.D.)
___has made this Quranic verse the subject of in-depth and
extensive study in his book "[zalat al-Khafa un Khilafat al-
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