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Dr. Israr’s new course

Dr. Israr Ahmad has many
admirers and I count myself as
one of them. His dedication to
Islam is worthy of approbation.
He is also a medjcal man and I
am writing this letter to address
him™ in his dual capacity, in
c¢onnection with his proposed
new course at his Quran
Academy.

This course wili be a whole-
time course, lasting two vyears,
The participants  will receive
Rs. 1,000 per month as stipend,
and then after compietion of the

course  salary  equivalent to
Grade 17,
One would have imagined

that ideal candidates for such a
course would be arts graduates
with a religious bent of mind
and proficiency in Arabic — and
preferably those who have no

encumberances, such as being
the sole bread-winners of poor
and struggling families. The

point | wish Dr. Israr to ponder
is whether graduates with pro-
fessional degrees be considered
cligible for this course.

in my-

llumble opinion if professional
young men (such as engineers,
economists, scientists) wish to
1oin this course at the cost of
their profession, Dr, israr should
advise them not to abandon
their careers but pursue them
with dedication and sense of
service, while at the same time
taking up an evening course at
his Quran Academy for religious
studies, 1 would even suggest
that Dr Israr should refuse to
accept them for this wholetime
course,

I am sure Dr. Israr can give
a hundred convincing arguments
in favour of abandoning wordly
persuits. But 1 would request
him to view this problem from a
father’s angle who has sacrificed
for years to make his son an
engineer or a scientists and who
cannot now afford to lose him
entirely to religion as an occupa-
tion. For that mattet, can this
backward, underdeveloped coun-
try afford that ejther? — A
KHAN, 15-Abu Bakr Block,
New Garden Town, Lahore.



