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TANZEEM-E-ISLAMI

PRESS RELEASE: 17 December 2022

“It is the responsibility of the state to provide facilities to the Muslims of
Pakistan to mould their lives in accordance with Islam.”

(Shujauddin Shaikh)

Lahore (PR): “It is the responsibility of the state to provide facilities to the Muslims of
Pakistan to mould their lives in accordance with Islam.”

This was said by the Ameer of Tanzeem-e-Islami, Shujauddin Shaikh, while commenting
on the decision of the Sindh High Court dismissing the petition to include the education of the
Holy Qur’an with translation in the educational curriculum. The Ameer noted that article 31 of
the constitution makes it the responsibility of the state to take steps to enable the Muslims of
Pakistan, individually and collectively, to order their lives in accordance with the fundamental
principles and basic concepts of Islam and to provide facilities whereby they may be enabled
to mould their life according to the Holy Qur'an and Sunnah. In that context, the constitution
also directs the state and government to make the teaching of the Holy Qur’an and Islamiyat
compulsory and to encourage and facilitate the learning of Arabic language. The truth is that
our constitution declares that Pakistan is an Islamic country and statistics show that 97
percent of the population of Pakistan comprises Muslims. Therefore, the teaching of such a
curriculum of the Holy Qur'an with translation that has been agreed upon by all religious
schools of thought and madrassa boards is a fundamental right of the Muslims of Pakistan
guaranteed by the constitution. Indeed article 20 of the constitution guarantees the freedom
of religion for the citizens of Pakistan, hence, on the basis of that principle the teaching of the
Holy Qur’an to non-Muslims has never been made compulsory by the state. However, it is
inconceivable that any Muslim would consider the compulsory teaching of the Holy Qur’an
with translation as an interference in personal life and violation of any fundamental right. The
teaching of reading of the Holy Quran from classes one through five and education of the
Holy Quran with translation from classes six through college are already part of the
educational curriculum in Punjab and KP provinces, and the rest of the provinces must also
follow suit. It is without doubt the responsibility of the federal and provincial governments to
ensure that the Holy Qur'an and Sunnah are made the focal point of the education system in
our country so that our future generations could become virtuous Muslims and upright
citizens. Doing that would help us succeed in this world as a nation and make us eligible for
success in the Hereafter as individuals. In Sha Allah!

Issued by
Ayub Baig Mirza
Markazi Nazim of Press and Publications Section
Tanzeem-e-Islami, Pakistan
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