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TANZEEM-E-ISLAMI

PRESS RELEASE: Friday 18 November 2022

“The decision by the government of Pakistan to revert the ban on
releasing Joyland in theaters is shameful.”

(Shujauddin Shaikh)

Lahore (PR): “The decision by the government of Pakistan to revert the ban on
releasing Joyland in theaters is shameful.”

This was said by the Ameer of Tanzeem-e-Islami, Shujauddin Shaikh, during the Khitab e
Jumu’ah in Quran Academy Lahore. The Ameer said that we had applauded the decision
taken by the federal government to ban the release of the film Joyland in theaters across
Pakistan, taken a few days ago, and had assumed that under no circumstances a movie
showing gay sexual relations would now be put on show in the Islamic Republic of Pakistan.
However, it is regrettable and utterly disgraceful that the Prime Minister’s Office immediately
constituted a committee to review that ban and then the committee promptly granted
permission to the film based on the LGBTQ+ agenda to premiere in theatres in Pakistan. The
Ameer quizzed that who are those powerful internal and external lobbies that have forced the
government to allow the release of a film that shows the illicit relationship between a married
man and a ‘transgender woman’ (a man identifying as a woman). ‘Transgender’ is a vague
term born out of deception and the use of this term cannot hide the fact that the film promotes
and inspires the sinful act of homosexuality perpetrated by the nation of the Prophet Lot (AS).
Have we forgotten the dreadful annihilation of that criminal nation? While expressing full
support for the admirable decision by the Punjab government to ban the display of this film in
the province, despite the U-turn taken by the federal government, the Ameer said that the
rest of the provinces should also follow suit, ban the film and not take note of any internal or
external pressure in that regard.

Issued by
Ayub Baig Mirza
Markazi Nazim of Press and Publications Section
Tanzeem-e-Islami, Pakistan
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