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> TANZEEM-E-ISLAMI —

PRESS RELEASE: 17 July 2020

“USA, Europe and India have no right whatsoever to

criticize and protest the reversion of Aya (Hagia) Sofia
into a mosque.”

(Mirza Ayub Baig)

Lahore (PR): “USA, Europe and India have no right whatsoever to criticize and protest
the reversion of Aya (Hagia) Sofia into a mosque.”

This was said by the spokesperson of Tanzeem-e-Islami, Mirza Ayub Baig, in a statement. He noted
that when the reign of Muslims in Spain ended, not only were all mosques razed to the ground but all
Muslims too were either martyred or expelled from Spain. Europe went to such an extent that an entire
church was built using the skulls of the Muslims, while the US has destroyed hundreds of mosques
in many Muslim countries by carpet bombing during the last 20 years or so. India, the country complicit
in destroying the Babri Mosque and many other mosques of historical significance, too is criticizing
reversion of Aya (Hagia) Sofia into a mosque. He remarked that these countries ought to look at their
own deeds before engaging into ludicrous and ridiculous criticism regarding this matter. He added
that only Muslims have the right to discuss and decide on any matter related to Islamic Jurisprudence
in this regard [The first capture and recent reversion of Aya (Hagia) Sofia into a mosque]. He said that
if the Orthodox Christian Church has any reservations regarding the issue and has any claim on Aya
(Hagia) Sofia on the grounds that it was forcibly taken away from them, then they ought to appeal in
a Turkish Court with all relevant and authentic documents in support of their case. Otherwise the
decision made by Sultan Muhammad al-Fatih in 1453 AD would be considered as right, and so will
the recent decision made by the Turkish President, Recep Tayyip Erdogan. He said that, however, it
is important for Muslims to understand that the key to the revival of their glorious past is not connected
to merely decorating mosques and reverting the likes of Aya (Hagia) Sofia, but resides in emulating
the lofty character of Sultan Muhammad al-Fatih. He concluded by stating that we ought to become
real believers and genuine Muslims, both at the individual and the collective level, and ought to fill our
‘material selves’ (bodily existence) with spiritual energy of a faithful believer in order to face the forces
of evil head-on.
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