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PRESS RELEASE: 10 Jan 2020

“The assassination of an Iranian General by USA in Iraq is
tantamount to state terrorism.”

(Hafiz_Aakif Saeed)

Lahore (PR): “The assassination of an Iranian General by USA in Iraq is tantamount
to state terrorism.”

While commenting on the assassination of lIran’s Major General Qasem Soleimani, a top
commander of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC), by USA in a drone strike on Iraqi soil,
the Ameer of Tanzeem-e-Islami, Hafiz Aakif Saeed, condemned the attack as a blatant violation of
intemational law.In fact, this was an act of terrorism, he remarked. The Ameer noted that the entire
history of USA is filled with episodes of trampling international law and universally accepted noms
of morality with impunity and disdain. The US stamped on every international law and universally
accepted moral nom by criminally attacking and dismantling the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan, a
thoroughly legitimate regime, after 9/11. Similarly, the US concocted the fabricated tale of ‘Weapons
of Mass Destruction’ (WMDs)to attack Iraq — another illegitimate US war — in which hundreds of
thousands of innocent civilians were slaughtered. The Ameer demanded that it is the obligation of
all intemational organizations to take notice of this latest war crime perpetrated by USA against Iran.

While commenting on the statement given by the Chairman of the Council of Islamic Ideology (CII),
Dr QiblaAyaz, stating that certain sections of the NAB Ordinance are un-Islamic in nature and ought
to be rectified, the Ameer praised and welcomed this initiative and action taken by the Cll. The
Ameer, however, advised that the CII, too, should consult with and take into confidence
distinguished and renowned Ulema (religious scholars) before making its recommendations public.
While highlighting and directing the attention towards certain articles of the 1973 Constitution of the
Islamic Republic of Pakistan, the Ameer said that article 45 of our constitution bestows upon the
President of Pakistan theabsolute power of pardon, which he can exercise for any individual without
any restraint or caution — an article that is in flagrant violation to the commandments and edicts of
Islam. Islam authorizes the immediate kin of the deceased alone, only in a murder case, to forgive
the murderer of the crime and due punishment, if they will. Similarly, the Ameer pointed out that our
constitution protects the President of the Federation and the Govemors of all Provinces by giving
them immunity against any prosecution, so long as they remain in office, whereas according to the
Islamic Law, even the Head of the State is not immune to any prosecution and is not above the law.
He emphasized that the need of the hour is that our institutions make serious efforts to transform
our constitution into a totally Islamic one. The Ameer concluded by lamenting that it is a matter of
great shame that a country whose population comprises almost 95 percent Muslims does not have
Islamic Shariah Laws implemented in it.
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