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Quote on Riba

“The money power preys on the nation 1n times of
peace, and conspires against it in times of adversity. It is
more despotic than monarchy, more insolent than
autocracy, more selfish than bureaucracy. It denounces,
as public enemies, all who question its methods or throw

light upon 1ts crimes.”
Abraham Lincoln (Former US President)
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Twenty-one Years Ago:
US Invasion of Afghanistan

More than two decades ago on 7 October 2001
the United States, backed by its close allies
Britain, Canada and Australia, began a military
invasion of Afghanistan in south-central Asia. The
US offensive started with aerial bombing raids
over Afghanistan’s capital and largest city, Kabul,
while American air attacks were simultaneously
launched against targets in the country’s second
biggest city Kandahar, 300 miles south-west of
Kabul and Jalalabad, less than 100 miles east of
Kabul.

The opening air raids were carried out by 15
American B-1 and B-52 heavy bombers, which
descended upon Afghanistan from a US military
base on the island of Diego Garcia in the Indian
Ocean. Around the same time, more than two
dozen American F-14 and F-18 fighter aircraft
entered Afghan air space, having flown from US
naval carriers in the Arabian Sea to the south. A pair
of B-2 Spirit stealth bombers flew all of the way from
the Whiteman Air Force Base, in Missouri, to join in
the air raids against Afghanistan.

About 50 cruise missiles were fired at targets in
Afghanistan from US Navy destroyers, cruisers
and British Royal Navy submarines. From 18
October 2001, landing on Afghan soil were
hundreds of special forces soldiers from the US
Army and Air Force, supported by SAS
commandos of the British Army.

CIA personnel were present in Afghanistan on 26
September 2001, just 15 days after what can be
called the second 9/11 (the first 9/11 being the
US-backed coup in Chile on 11 September 1973,
which per capita was much more destructive).
The CIA operatives in Afghanistan were quickly
joined by Anglo-American special forces

contingents, who supplied military equipment,
arms and advice to local militants opposed to the
operations

Taliban. US-British covert

By Shane Quinn
commenced from late September 2001, and
these elite units assisted in coordinating the
bombing of Afghanistan a few days later.

Major aid and relief organizations, greatly
concerned about the effects of the US air attacks,
agreed with academic specialists that the
bombings posed a “grave risk” of starvation for
millions of Afghans. Three weeks into the
invasion, in late October, 1,000 anti-Taliban
Afghan leaders convened a meeting across the
border in Peshawar, northern Pakistan. They
could not see eye-to-eye on various subjects, but
were unanimous in their belief that the US-
British air strikes over Afghanistan were harmful,
and they appealed to the international media to
demand an end to the “bombing of innocent
people”.

In years to come, the offensive was termed by
the mainstream press as one of the US’s “forever
wars”. However, since America’s official
foundation on 4 July 1776, the US Armed Forces
have been waging war in one form or another
almost uninterrupted: for 93% of the country’s
near 250-year long existence. Afghanistan as a
nation had committed no aggression against
America or its military.

Meanwhile, 8 months after the bombing of
Afghanistan had started, in June 2002 the FBI
Director Robert Mueller, after leading a rigorous
investigation, said that “investigators believe the
idea of the September 11 attacks on the World
Trade Center and Pentagon came from Al Qaeda
leaders in Afghanistan... We think the
masterminds of it were in Afghanistan, high in
the Al Qaeda leadership”. One can take note of
Mueller’s use of the words “believe” and “think”!
Mueller was unable to furnish solid proof about
those that had committed the terrorist acts. He
could not sav for certain that the Al Qaeda boss,




Osama bin Laden, was personally responsible for
organizing it. Leading historian and analyst Noam
Chomsky wrote,“If the indirect responsibility of
Afghanistan could only be surmised in June 2002,
it evidently could not have been known eight
months before, when President Bush ordered
the bombing of Afghanistan. According to the
FBI, then, the bombing was a war crime, an act of
aggression, based on mere supposition”.
However, President Bush was undeterred by
having no evidence regarding the 9/11
perpetrators.He declared in his Address to the
Nation (on 7 October 2001) that he had just
ordered US forces to attack “Al Qaeda terrorist
training camps and military installations of the
Taliban regime in Afghanistan. These carefully
targeted actions are designed to disrupt the use
of Afghanistan as a terrorist base of operations,
and to attack the military capability of the
Taliban regime”.

Bush and company were planning to invade
Afghanistan by at least mid-July 2001 or even
before, according to experienced Pakistani
diplomat Niaz Naik, who said so a week after the
9/11 attacks on America. In July 2001, Naik was
told by senior American officials at a UN-
sponsored gathering in Berlin that their
intervention “would go ahead by the middle of
October”. Naik was informed that US advisers
were then already stationed in Tajikistan, which
borders Afghanistan to the north.

The plan had been made in advance and no
‘international law’ or ‘ethical boundary’ was
going to stop USA. Even before the bombing of
Afghanistan, the Taliban had asked for proof of
Bin Laden’s guilt, and they offered to make him
stand trial in an Islamic court in Afghanistan. This
was rejected by the Americans. It was hardly
within president Bush’s own interests, that Bin
Laden be captured alive or placed before a court!
Courtesy: Global Research
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