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Depopulation should be the

highest priority of the US foreign
policy towards the Third world.
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Muslim generosity in the age of

the pandemic and panic buying

The coronavirus pandemic has led many people
in the West to rush and buy food items,
disinfectants and toilet paper, for fear that
these will run out.

Fearing that they will run out of food, many
people rushed to buy huge amounts of food,
stacking their trolleys sky high, especially of dry
food items and canned vegetables.

This is not only driven by fear but also by
selfishness.

There are others—the Muslims—that have
done the exact opposite.

Both in the West andin societies where they are
a majority, Muslims have gone out of their way
to help the needy and poor.

Through mosques and other outlets including
restaurants, individual Muslims as well as
Muslim  charities have organized food
distribution and food baskets handing them to
families that are facing economic hardship in
these difficult times.

In the US, Canada, UK and Europe, the much-
vilified Muslims have also stepped forward to
help others without distinction of religion or
race.

Muslim youth in parts of Canada have set up
volunteer groups to help the vulnerable and the
elderly to purchase groceries or get medicines.
Inthe US, Americans have been buying guns.
Even before the pandemic, there were already
more than 393 million guns owned by
individuals in the US.

Gun owners have made clear they intend to use
their weapons to get what they want if there is
arun onfood items.

Muslims are not buying weapons.

Instead of fighting to get food for themselves,
they have gone about preparing food packages
to distribute among the needy.

In Spain where the country is under complete

+20205711 V5/m1441.)fl,11um17t‘11

lockdown, Muslim taxi drivers have volunteered
to take people to hospitals without charging
them.

In Muslim majority countries, especially in
Bangladesh, Pakistan and Iran, commendable
efforts are underway to help the needy.

Even in India where Muslim persecution is part
of the ruling party agenda and many have been
hacked to death, Muslims have gone into poor
neighbourhoods and provided food to needy
families.

They make no distinction between Muslims and
Hindus.

The food distribution campaigns are organized
through mosques in each locality.

Muslims have a natural disposition to help the
needyand poor.

The Qur’an emphasizes this repeatedly both
through giving Zakat as well as other charitable
donations (Ref: 2:03; 2:177; 9:60 and other
verses of the Holy Qur'an).

Most Muslims give Zakat donations in the
month of Ramadan.

There are nearly 25 million people living below
the poverty line in Pakistan. They are helped by
the generous donations of other people in
Pakistan that give Zakat either directly to the
poor or through institutional arrangements.

The people of Pakistan are among the most
charitable in the world.

Led by concerned citizens that have organized
food drives, and protective gear donations, the
effort has been recognized even internationally.
In these troubled times, most Muslims have
shown a remarkable sense of compassion to
help others.

This is the true spirit of Islam.

Source: Adap ted from an op-ed in Crescent
International; posted on https://www.icit-
digital.org/
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