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Human Conscience in the West is dead;
Long Live Savagery...

We all know that the Zionist state of Israel was
created and supported by Britain (UK), and later
also supported unconditionally by US and
European powers. Israel became an
‘independent’ country in 1948; and the Israeli

Jews started massacring Palestinian Muslims

and expelling them from their lands, to be

occupied for Israel. The details are well-known.

However, some very brief extracts of a

published report, of 3 January 2016 and

published on 8 February 2020, still worth
highlighting are:

e The situation in Palestine has been recently
described as a Palestinian Holocaust by
Palestinian scholar Dr Elias Akleh, exiled
from his homeland and now living in the US.

e About 5,100,000 Palestinians killed since
1948; post-1967 excess deaths 0.3 million;
post-1967 under-5 infant deaths 0.2 million;
3,600 under-5 year old Occupied Palestinian
Territory (OPT) infants die avoidably EACH
YEAR in the OPT “Prison” due to Israeli
ignoring of the Geneva Convention.

e Professor Noam Chomsky describes the
Occupied Palestinian Territory (OPT) as a
highly abusive “Prison”; others use the valid
term “Concentration Camp” and make
parallels with the Warsaw Ghetto; one has
to turn to US-guarded Vietnamese hamlets
and the Nazi era atrocities to see routine,
horrendously violent and deadly military
policing of civilian concentration camps.

e Currently there are more than 7 million

Palestinian refugees, with 4.2 million

Palestinian refugees registered with the UN
inthe Middle East.

e |[sraeli Defence Forces (IDF) carry out
military operations on a regular basis,
causing serious bodily or mental ham.

e Israel engages in forcible transferring of
children.

UN publishes names of 112 companies with

business ties with Israeli illegal settlements in

the occupied West Bank

The OHCHR published the names of 112
companies that have business ties with Israeli
illegal setlements in the occupied West Bank.
The UN agency said 94 firms are based in Israel
and 18 in six other countries.

The list was released Wednesday (12 February
2020) by the United Nations” human rights
office (OHCHR).

It identified companies domiciliated in the U.S,,

France, the Netherlands, Luxembourg, Thailand,
and the United Kingdom, including Airbnb,

Booking.com, and TripAdvisor Inc, among

others.

United States Secretary of State Mike Pompeo,
as expected, said Thursday (13 February 2020)
the U.S. government would not give any
information for a database listing companies
operating in the occupied West Bank.

“The United States has long opposed the
creation or release of this database,” Pompeo
said in a statement. “Its publication only
confirms the unrelenting anti-lsrael bias so
prevalent at the United Nations ... Attempts to
isolate Israel run counter to all of our efforts to
build conditions conducive to Israeli-Palestinian
negotiations that lead to a comprehensive and
enduring peace.”




Corporate America iIin Israel and lllegal

Settlements

A spokesman for Michelle Bachelet, the UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights, said the report
was “not a blacklist” intended to qualify the
activities of these companies as illegal.

Yet the publication prompted a Palestinian
threat of legal action against the firms and
raised concerns that the companies could be
targets of boycotts or divestment to pressure
Israel over its settlements.

Two leading U.S. senators backed Pompeo’s
comments slamming the release for the
consequences it could have on the companies,
including boycott.

Democratic Senator Ben Cardin and Republican
Senator Rob Portman called it an “anti-Israel
database, akin to a blacklist, of companies” that
made significant U.S. companies, including
General Mills and Airbnb, exposed to boycotts.

“The Human Rights Council should use its
energy to encourage both Israel and the
Palestinians to return to good faith

negotiations,” said Cardin. “The United States
cannot stand by while American businesses are

being pressured by a foreign entity because of

their work inIsrael, one of our keyallies.”

For his part, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, as anticipated, said the OHCHR was
a “biased and uninfluential body.”

However, what is important is that the
Palestinians hailed the long-awaited publication,
with Foreign Minister Riyad al-Maliki calling it a
“victory for international law.” It is now the
obligation of all Muslim states, in particular, to
follow-up on this opening of opportunity and
start a unified Boycott, Divestment and
Sanctions movement (BDS) against Israel. It has
also set a precedence for the Muslim states to
join ranks and unify to launch a similar BDS
movement against India for its brutalities in
Occupied Kashmir and the persecution of
Muslims by the fascist Modi regime under the

guise of the Citizenship (Amendment) Law and
the National Citizen Register (NCR). The ball is,
literally, in our court now!

Sources: Adapted from (i) An article published
in the Telesur; (ii) An article by Brig. (r) Dr.
Ahsan ur Rahman posted on
www.ahsankhanreviews.com

Note: The editorial board of Nida e Khilafat may

not agree with all information provided, analysis
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