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How the US Shattered the Middle East

Let us take an ever-so-brief tour of Washington’s
two-decade history of utterly rupturing Greater
Mideast nation-states and splintering an already
fractious region. Here goes, from West to East, an
admittedly non-comprehensive list.

U.S. airstrikes and regime change policy in Libya has
unleashed an ongoing civil war, divided the country
between at least two warlords, and enabled arms
and militiamen to cross the southern border and
destabilize West Africa. Which means that Niger,
Libya, Cameroon, Mali, Chad and Nigeria have seen
their shared territory around Lake Chad become a
disputed region, contested by a newly empowered
array of militants. That, of course, led the U.S.
military to plop a few thousand troops and its own
proxy fighters in these countries. That deployment is
unlikely to end well.

In Israel/Palestine, decades of reflexive U.S.
support for Israel and Donald Trump’s doubling
down on that policy—by moving the U.S. embassy
to Jerusalem and turning a blind eye to Israeli
plans to annex much of the West Bank—have
ensured, once and for all, that there can be no
viable Palestinian state. Which means that the
area is divided into at least three (for the
Palestinians, at least) noncontiguous entities:
Gaza, Israel and the West Bank.

In Syria, American meddling in the civil war, self-
destructive support for various Islamists groups
there and military intervention on behalf of the
Kurds have broken Syria into a mostly jihadi,
rebel-held northwest, Assad-regime center and
U.S.-backed Kurdish east.

Just over the border in Irag stands the gold
standard of counterproductive U.S. fracture.
There, an ill-fated, illegal U.S. invasion in 2003
seems to have forever broken into an autonomous
Kurdish north, Shiite-held east and south and
Sunni-controlled west. It is in that contested
western region that Sunni jihadism has long
flourished and where al-Qaida in Irag, and its
more  extreme stepchild, Islamic  State,
metastasized and then unleashed massive

| <19>

bloodletting on both sides of the border.
Finally, in Afghanistan, the US. invasion and
occupation, as well a the fractured ‘peace deal
ensured that this Centrd Asian basket case of a country
will divide, for the foreseeable future, into Taliban-
dominated Pashtun south and east and tenuous
Tajik/Uzbek/Hazara minorities held north and west.
The point is that the U.S. has irreparably fractured
a broad swath of the globe from West Africa to
Central Asia. Interventionist pundits in both
parties and countless think tanks insist that the
U.S. military must remain in place across the
region to police dangerous “ungoverned spaces,”
yet recent history demonstrates irrefutably that it
is the very intervention of Washington and
presence of its troops that fragments once
(relatively) stable nation-states.
The whole absurd mess boils down to a
treacherous math problem of sorts. By my simple
accounting, a region from Nigeria to Afghanistan
that once counted about 22 state entities has —
since the onset of the U.S. “terror wars” —broken
into some 37 autonomous, sometimes hardly
governed, zones. According to the “experts,” that
should mean total disaster and increased danger
to the homeland. Yet it's largely U.S. military
policy and intervention itself that's caused this
fracture. So isn’t it high time to quit the American
combat missions? Not according to the
mainstream policymakers and pundits. For them,
the war must (always) go on!
“Counterproductivity” seems the essence of U.S.
military policy in Uncle Sam’s never-ending, post-
9/11 wars. Call us crazy, or wildly conspiratorial, but
after these hopelessly absurd wars and studying the
full scope of American military action, it seems that
maybe that was the idea all along.

Source: Adapted from an article published in

https://www.strategic-culture.org

Note: The editorial board of Nida e Khilafat may
not agree with all information provided, analysis
made and conclusions drawn in the article.
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