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Salvation of the Muslim Ummah in
This World and in the Hereafter!

Three verses (102-104) of Surah Aal-e-Imran are of
immense significance as they contain in a nutshell
the comprehensive three-point plan of action
Muslims are commanded to undertake in order to
attain terrestrial success as well as salvation and
felicity in the Hereafter. The English translation of
these verses is as follows:

Verse 102

O you who have believed, fear (heed)

Allah as He should be feared (heeded)

and do not die except as Muslims [in

submission to Him, in the state of Islam].

Verse 103

And hold firmly to the rope of Allah all

together and do not become divided. And

remember the favor of Allah upon you -
when you were enemies and He brought
your hearts together and you became, by

His favor, brothers. And you were on the

edge of a pit of the Fire, and He saved you

fromit. Thus does Allah make clear to you

His verses that you may be guided.

Verse 104

And let there be [arising] from you a

nation [Party, Group] inviting to [all that

is] good, enjoining what is right and

forbidding what is wrong, and those will

be the successful.

[Ref: Surah Aal-e-Imran; Verses 102 — 104)
These verses occur almost in the middle of the
Surah Aal-e-Imran and as such occupy a pivotal
position in the numerous themes with which the
Surah deals. As is commonly believed by Muslims,
every single verse of the Quran contains both
theoretical wisdom and practical guidance.
Similady, though the above mentioned three
verses too have philosophical points of wisdom or
theoretical hikmah, we shall mainly dilate upon
the practical guidance provided by them. We
believe that pure academicism or too much

ilosophical or critical ac xercised in

19> S
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understanding a particular point quite often hides
from the scholar the concrete and practical
guidance contained therein. Moreover, what the
Muslim Ummah as a whole needs today is a clear
and precise perception of the religious obligations
and imperatives and a resolve to act upon them in
the right earnest.

The first verse (102) tells the Muslims wvery
precisely, and yet very comprehensively, the
obligations which they have to fulfill as members
of the Muslim Ummah — the priorities in the
conduct of life and the value- structure to be
upheld during the course of this worldly life.

The second verse (103) enlightens the Muslims
about the binding-force which unites and welds
them into an Ummah (a religious fratemity) — the
instrument which turns them into a disciplined
community with a common aim.

The third verse (104) delineates the objective and
goal of the Muslim Ummah in general and that of
the activist Islamic group or Hizbullah in particular.
In other words, it deals with the question: What is
the mission and the target for which the Ummah
has to strive?

One can very easily see that there isa strong
logical relationship between these three points.
Every organizational effort or collectivity depends
ultimately upon the individual members — their
existential commitment to the group’s world-view
and determination to act accordingly. How can a

group or a collectivity proceed in the right
direction unless its individual members act and

behave in the right manner? If individuals do not

>_ ey i




conduct themselves on the prescribed lines, how
can the group as a whole work appropriately and
achieve its envisaged targets?

It is quite logical, therefore, that in organizing a
collective effort the individual person himself
comes first. In the context of Islamic Ummah’s
mission and goal, the foremost point is that an
individual Muslim should realize and perform his
religious obligations. He should be quite clear as
to what Islam requires him to do, and he must
fulfill those requirements.

The second practical step, elucidated in verses
103, is that the Muslim Ummah is urged to
undertake is that all those who have accomplished
to the maximum possible degree the
requirement(s) of verse 102 and attained the
driving force of Tagwa (i.e.,, God-consciousness)
in their lives — are called upon to unite and join
together for the cause of Islam. Until and unless
they join hands together and become like a solid
steel- ribbed structure, they cannot achieve the
supremacy and ascendancy of Islam at the global
level.

Finally, the question arises: what is the objective
or goal this group should keep in view and work
for? As a matter of fact, all creations and artifacts
are made for serving some purpose. Even a small
and modest association of people is constituted
and organized for achieving certain goals defined
in the memorandum of aims and objectives or the
mission statement. So the question that quite
naturally arises is: what is the purpose or goal of
that group, which results from collectively dinging
to the Qur'an? This exactly is what is explicated in
verse 104 of the Surah.

This verse (104) demands the formation of a group
comprising of committed and motivated Muslims
from among the vast Muslim fraternity of less
motivated believers (according to the generally
accepted exegesis of the verse). That is to say, this
verse provides answer to the question: what should
be done when, by and large, the Ummah neglects
its religious obligations and thus pays no heed toits
divinely ordained duties. It is a well-established
truth that any influential and wide- ranging mission,
be it a moral or an immoral one, requires the
concerted efforts of a group of people.

R < -2019.=/11266/51440 131064 3

This verse (104) of Surah Aale-Imran enlightens
us about the three fundamental aims and
objectives of this collectivity of God-conscious and
motivated Muslims, which are:
1. Calling and inviting people to all that is
good and noble.
2. Enjoining and dictating the doing of alll
that is right and virtuous.
3. Forbidding the doing of all that is wrong,
sinful and immoral.
In technical religious terms, points 1, 2 and 3
mentioned above refer to what is known as
Da‘wah llal-Khair, Amr Bil-Ma‘roof and Nahee
Anil-Munkar, respectively.
It has to be noted that fulfilling these objectives is
dependent on the state and degree of a person’s
Iman (faith in Allah SWT) along with the strategic
conditions and the intensity of operations that
conditions allow.
May Allah (SWT) bestow wupon us the
understanding of the importance of striving in His
(SWT) way, according to His (SWT) terms and
conditions. May Allah (SWT) grant the entire
Muslim Ummah salvation in this world and in the
Hereafter. Aameen!

Source: Excemts from “3-Point Action Agenda for
the Muslim Ummah”, the English transiation
done by Dr. Absar Ahmad of a booklet written by
late Dr. Israr Ahmad (RAA).
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