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The ICC and NGOs: Modern Day Manifestations
of “The White Man’s Burden”

The International Criminal Court (ICC) is not
international nor a legitimate court, but is
most certainly criminal.

It is an institutionalized tool — one of many —
used by Western corporate-financier interests
to coerce and control nations across the
developing world.

In a recent charade aimed to boost its
otherwise nonexistent credibility, the ICC has
claimed it seeks to investigate the United
States for war crimes regarding Afghanistan. It
also claims it is investigating the United
Kingdom regarding Iraq.

However, the ICC has — since its first case in
2003 — been used primarily against targets of
Western interests — with a particular
emphasis on Middle East, South Asia, Africa
and Eastern Europe. Not a single Western
government or individual has been
prosecuted by the ICC despite having
committed the worst war crimes of the 21st
century.

On paper, the International Criminal Court
seems like a good idea. This is probably why
many nations signed and ratified the statute
giving it its supposed mandate. However, as
with many good ideas in theory, in practice
the ICC falls tragically short.

Unsurprisingly, the ICC's shortcomings stem
from its little-discussed but very lopsided
funding and the obvious resulting conflicts of
interest.

An African Business article titled, “Who Pays

The maximum amount a single country
can pay in any year is limited to 22% of
the Court’s budget. The ICC spent 80.5
million euros in 2007. The Assembly of
States Parties approved a budget of
90.38 million euros for 2008 and 101.23
million euros for 2009. By April 2009,
the ICC employed 743 people.

There are two points of immediate
concern regarding the ICC budget. The
first that while the Court theoretically
sets a cap on funding at 22% of its
budget from any one country,
considerably more than 50% of its 2009
budget funding came from EU member
countries. Thus, the contributions to the
ICC’s 2009 budget clearly illustrated the
continuing European hold on the Court’s
funding.

The article would also explain (emphasis
added):

The EU, through its member states, paid
60% of the 2009 budget of €94.17m. If
one includes — as the EU does in its
statements regarding the ICC — those
other European states which it says are

candidate or potential candidate
members of the EU and those other
European nations that associate

themselves with the EU position, the
European contribution comes to a cool
63%. The EU, therefore, clearly, and
probably unconstitutionally, financially
dominates the ICC.

For the ICC?” would explain it best, noting
(emphasis added):

19>

Alook atthe ICC’s finances in the form of a
chart further highlights the disparity in
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funding and reveals the ICC not as an
“international” court, but a political tool of
Western Europe and in particular — the

European Union. When three of the “Five
Eyes” nations are included and considering
Japan’s  geopolitical  subordination to
Washington — the disparity is even more
obvious.

If these nations collectively wage war and
commit war crimes together, why would they
not also abuse the ICC's mandate to redirect
the court’s efforts away from them, and
toward yet other targets of their own self-
serving interests?

Similarly, while the US claims it opposes the
ICC, having never ratified the statute putting
ICC
nonetheless. It does so in concert with the EU

the court into effect — it uses the

and through fronts — specifically through
(NGOs)
funded by the US government via the National

nongovernmental organizations
Endowment for Democracy (NED) and partner
corporate foundations like George Soros
Open Society Foundation (OSF).

The lack of any ‘action’ or ‘verdict’ by the ICC
on issues such as atrocities committed by
Israel on Palestinians and India on Kashmiris
are just two of the hundreds of examples of
the ‘bias’ shown by the ICC in cases which
involve rich and powerful nations (or poor and
oppressed peoples). Although Israel is not a
party to the Rome Statute, and as such, it has
no legal obligations from the
implementation of the statute, and hence
does not fall under the purview of the ICC, yet
there has to be some alternative international

arising

forum that ought to take Israel to task for its
oppression and crimes.
Source: Adapted from an article by Tony
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