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War is Good for Drug Business and Organized Crime

In 2000, the Taliban government with the support of the United Nations implemented a
successful drug eradication program, which was presented to the UN General Assembly on
October 12, 2001, barely a week after on the onset of US-NATO invasion. Opium production
had collapsed by 94 percent.

In 2001 opium production had collapsed to 185 tons down from 3300 tons in 2000.

UNODC Everywhere
Statement on behalf of
Pino Ariacchi,
Executive Director,
to the
Third Committee of the General Assembly

New York
12 October 2001

Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Delegates,

It will come as no surprise that Afghanistan occupies a central spot in our concerns. This is certainly the case
with regard to international drug control. It is also true, at least indirectly, with regard to crime prevention.

Turning first to drug control, I had expected to concentrate my remarks on the implications of the Taliban’s ban
on opium poppy cultivation in areas under their control.

The ban was announced last July, prior to the October poppy-planting season. We now have the results of our
annual ground survey of poppy cultivation in Afghanistan. This year's production is around one hundred
eighty-five tons. This is down from the three thousand three hundred tons last year, a decrease of over ninety-
four per cent. Compared to the record harvest of four thousand seven hundred tons two years ago, the
decrease is well over ninety-seven per cent.

(Ref: Remarks on behalf of UNODC Executive Director at the UN General Assembly, Oct 2001,

excerpt above)
The US-NATO led war against Afghanistan served to restore the illicit Heroin trade! The
Afghan government’s drug eradication program was repealed. The 2001 war on Afghanistan
served to restore as well as boost the multibillion dollar drug trade. It has also contributed to
the surge in heroin addiction in the US. Opium production had declined by more than 90 per
cent in 2001 as a result of the Taliban government’s drug eradication program.
Immediately following the invasion (October 7, 2001) and the occupation of Afghanistan by US-
NATO troops, the production of opium regained its historical levels.

“In fact the surge in opium cultivation production coincided with the onslaught of
the US-led military operation and the downfall of the Taliban regime. From October
through December 2001, farmers started to replant poppy on an extensive basis.”

(Ref: Michel Chossudovsky, op cit.)

Since 2001, according to UNODC, the production of opium has increased 50 times, (compared
to 185 ton in 2001) reaching 9000 metric tons in 2017. It has almost tripled in relation to its
historical levels

Since 2001, according to UNODC, the production of opium has increased 50 times, (compared
to 185 ton in 2001) reaching 9000 metric tons in 2017. It has almost tripled in relation to its
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Since 2001, according to UNODC, the production of opium has increased 50 times, (compared

Figure 1: Opium poppy cultivation in Afghanistan, 1994-2017 (Hectares)
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Sources: MCN/UNODC opium surveys 1994-2017. The vertical lines represent the upper and lower bounds of the 935%
confidence interval.

to 185 ton in 2001) reaching 9000 metric tons in 2017. It has almost tripled in relation to its

historical levels. (See Figure 1 below)

The global monetary value of the heroin market is of the same order of magnitude as the
defense budget of the USA.

Needless to say, the Pentagon not to mention the CIA which launched the opium economy in
Afghanistan in the late 1970s are intent upon protecting this multibillion dollar industry.

The bottom line is that the “War on Terror” waged by the West in Afghanistan has been “good
for business”. It has contributed to spearheading heroin use. The Afghan opium economy feeds
into a lucrative trade in narcotics and money laundering, controlled by the CIA.

_______________________________ Source: https://www.globalresearch.ca
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