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The new anti-Semitism?

Anti-Semitism, like some plague-inducing
virus, is “evolving” — or so warns Holocaust
scholar Daniel J. Goldhagen in the American
Jewish weekly The Forward. According to
the author, the lessons of the Holocaust are
slowly being forgotten and a “free-floating”
globalised hatred of Jews is being spread via
the Internet and television.

Goldhagen’s piece, “The Globalisation of
the
contributions to a growing body of reports

anti-Semitism,” is one of latest

by American and Israeli journalists and
research centres purporting to show that a
powerful new strain of racism is sweeping
the globe. None of the authors is as
disinterested as he claims: each hopes to
and the

within

silence criticism of both Israel

muscular Zionist lobby groups
Washington that support Israel.
Goldhagen’s trick is to turn traditional
Christian anti-Semitism on its head. Where
once the anti-Semites accused the Jews of
being the contagion carriers — harming
their neighbours by spreading their uniquely
“diseased” financial, professional and moral
ideas — now it is the non-Jew who must be
guarantined. We are all anti-Semites unless
we can prove otherwise.

“Globalized anti-Semitism has become part
of the substructure of prejudice in the
world,” Goldhagen writes. “It is relentlessly
international in its focus on lIsrael at the
center of the most conflictridden region

today, and on the United States as the
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world’s omnipresent power.”

The rise of Arab anti-Semitism, which has no
obvious connection to historic European
hatred of
“Essentially,

Jews, is explained away:

Europe has exported its

classical racist and Nazi anti-Semitism to
Arab countries, which they then applied to
Israeland Jewsin general.”

The process, however, has not stopped
there, according to Goldhagen. “Then the
Arab countries re-exported the new hybrid
demonology back to Europe and, using the
United Nations and other international
institutions, to other countries around the
world. In Germany, France, Great Britain
and elsewhere, today’s intensive anti-
Semitic expression and agitation uses old
tropes once applied to local Jews —
charges of sowing disorder, wanting to
subjugate others — with new content
overwhelmingly directed at Jews outside
their countries.”

The only way to prove one is not infected,
Goldhagen implies, is by abstaining from
any criticism of Israel and Zionist influences
— Christian as well as Jewish — currently
Washington’s

dominating policy-making

circles.

Goldhagen makes a solitary concession: that
“fair” criticism can be made of Israeli
policies, although who is to be the arbiter is
left unclear. Even were genuine peace in the
Middle East to be achieved, he believes

“anti-Semitism’s deep rootsin the ever




and its
tenacity and plasticity, make its dissipation
unlikely.”

more globalizing consciousness,

There is little basis for any of Goldhagen’s
conclusions. Research consistently shows
that for many years the most insidious form
of anti-Semitism has been directed not
against Jews but Muslims. In the wake of
September 11, that is truer than ever, with
of “the Arab”

mainstream media,

unthinking stereotypes
the
Hollywood films and much of the language
used by the White House.

A recent 139-page report by the American-
Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee (ADC)

found a disturbing

promoted in

rise in hate crimes
against American Arabs since 9/11. The first
such report produced on this scale, the ADC
document notes 700 violent attacks against
Americans perceived to be Arabs or Muslims
in the first nine weeks after September 11,
including several murders. It also records at
least 80 cases of officials illegally removing
passengers from planes and more than 800
cases of employment discrimination against
Arabs.

A chapter of the
regular

identifies
anti-Arab
in the American media and

report also
anti-Muslim and
incitement
among senior politicians. Just imagine, for
example, the outcry at the media headline
“Why is Islam a threat to America and the
West?” had it been applied to Judaism.

The success of Zionist academics and
journalists in winning a disproportionate
share of world attention for the plight of the
Jewish Diaspora, thus eclipsing the concerns

of the Arab Diaspora, is proof in itself that

I — 201952 764 11440 01,30¢ 243

global Jewry today enjoys a far more
protected status than its inferior Semitic
cousin.

Source: An article written by Jonathan
Cook, the

journdalist based in Nazare th.

award winning freelance

Note: The editorial board of Nida e Khilafat
may not agree with all information
provided, analysis made and conclusions

drawn in the article.

For detailed information on the issue,
watch our programme Zamanah Gawah
Hai at:

http://204.12.241.218/videos/tanzeem/vid
eos/VIDEOS/Zamana_Gawah-Hay/20 18-
12-21_ZGH_ep137.mp4
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