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Kashmir and Palestine:
The story of two occupations

The India and Israel alliance has been described

as a full-blown romance, but the ongoing siege
of Kashmir makes this a bloody affair - covert
for years.

India has bought arms from lsrael since the
1960s. Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s

visit to Israel earlier this year marked the 25"
anniversary of full diplomatic relations.

The two nations are passionate about their
brutal occupations of Kashmir and Palestine.

India is one of Israel's biggest arms exports
clients, spending about $S10bn over the past

decade. Indian police forces have been receiving
training in Israel for "anti-terror’ operations,

which Israeli conducts against Palestinians.
Writing in the Middle East Review of

International Affairs in 2004, Harsh Pant,
professor of international relations at King's

College London, frames the self-determination
struggles in Kashmir and Palestine within a post-

9/11 narrative of the "global scourge of Islamist
terrorism'.

This terror frame supports the economy of arms
trade between India, Israel and the United

States. In this story, the aggressive religious
nationalisms of Zionism and Hindutva are

neutral shared security interests. Kashmiri and
Palestinian quests for self-determination are

reduced to neighboring Muslim or Arab states
causing unrest.

We live in a time when nation-states overtly
commit war crimes, are cheered on by

bloodthirsty majoritarian citizens, and literally
get away with murder.

Kashmiris came out in thousands to mourn the

and journalists say that the savage response of

the Indian state to the popular crowd support
for the slain Wani was unprecedented.

The pellet gun, a weapon banned in many
countries, was used to blind and maim
hundreds from a one-year-old child to the

elderly.

The dead numbered more than 70, and 6,000 or
more were injured. These numbers continue to
rise. Yet, Kashmiris continue to protest against
the Indian state and call for Azadi (freedom).
These current events must be placed in a longer
context. Since the 1990s, through a decade of

armed struggle against the Indian state, state
violence in Kashmir has takenits toll.

There are about 700,000 military personnel in
the region - in other words, one soldier for 25
civilians. The Jammu and Kashmir Coalition of
Civil Society reports more than 70,000 killings,
about 10,000 forced disappearances and 7,000
Mass graves.

Torture, rape, sexual violence, forced
disappearances, and extrajudicial killings are
widespread. These human rights violations are
intricately linked to the denial of political
sovereignty for Kashmiris.

We desperately need to reconsider our West

Versus understanding of the
geography of colonialisms. The years 1947 and

non-West

1948 mark the creation of the nation-states of
India and Israel. These years scar Kashmiris and

Palestinians.
Source: An artide written by Goldie Osuri for

Al-Jazeera

state-murder of Burhan Wani. Kashmiri writers




VOL : 26 Regd. C.P.L NO. 114 N0.38

Nida=c=]Klnillaftai Lahore

Weekly
MULTICAL-1000 - STH y )

Calcium + Vitamin C & B12 + Folic Acid (Sachets) },a'm
CAI.CIUM

LTICAL-1 000 CONTAINS

TIRA CALCIUM

# Tales you away from
Malaise & Fatigue

MU.E T!CAI f ::?E?i?

i

NABIQASIM INDUSTRIES (PVT) LTD |—Eéa|th

5th Floor, Commerce Centre, Hasrat Mohani Road, Karachi-Pakistan EUD on
Email: info@ nabigasim.com we bsite: www nabigasim.com UAN 111-742-762




