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Turkey rolls out new school curriculum —

without Darwin

ANKARA: Turkey announced a new school
curriculum on Tuesday that excluded Charles
Darwin’s theory of evolution, feeding opposition
fears President Tayyip Erdogan is subverting the
republic’s secular foundations.

The chairman of a teachers’ union described the
changes as a huge step in the wrong direction
for Turkey’s schools and an attempt to avoid
raising “generations who ask questions”.
Education Minister Ismet Yilmaz said the main
elements of evolution already underpinned the
sdence curriculum, but there would be no
mention of Darwin’s landmark theory until
university.

“Because it is above the students’ level and not
directly related, the theory of evolution is not
part” of the school curriculum, Yilmaz told a
news conference.

Opposition Republican People’s Party lawmaker
Mustafa Balbay said any suggestion the theory
was beyond their understanding was an insult
to high school students.

“You go and give an 18-yearold student the
right to elect and be elected, but don’t give him
the right to learn about the theory of evolution
...This is being close minded and ignorant.”

The theory of evolution is rejected by both
Christian and Muslim creationists, who believe
God created the world as described in the Bible
and the Quran, making the universe and all
living things in six days. Erdogan, accused by
critics of crushing democratic freedoms with
tens of thousands of arrests and a clampdown
on media since a failed coup last July, hasin the
past spoken of raising a “pious generation”.

The curriculum, effective from the start of the
2017-2018 school year, also obliges Turkey's

+201725121615/14380415528122 5

growing number of “Imam Hatip” religious
schools to teach the concept of jihad as patriotic
inspirt.

“It is also our duty to fix what has been
perceived as wrong. This is why the Islamic law
class and basic fundamental religion lectures
will include [lessons on] jihad,” Yilmaz told
reporters. “The real meaning of jihad is loving
your nation.”

Ataturk Mehhmet Balik, chairman of the Union
of Education and Science Workers (Egitim-Is),
condemned the new curriculum.

“The new policies that ban the teaching of
evolution and requiring all schools to have a
prayer room, these actions destroy the principle
of secularism and the sdentific principles of
education,” he said.

Under the AKP, which came to power in 2002,
the number of “Imam Hatip” religious schools
has grown exponentially. Erdogan, who has
roots in political Islam, attended one such
school.

He has spent his career fighting to bring religion
back into public life in constitutionally secular
Turkey and has cast himself as the liberator of
millions of pious Turks whose rights and welfare
were neglected by a secular elite.

Liberal Turks see Erdogan as attempting to roll
back the work of Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, the
Western-facing founder of modern Turkey who
believed education should be free of religious
teachings.

Some government critics have said the new
curriculum — which was presented for public
feedback earlier this year — increased the
emphasis on Islamic values at the expense of
Ataturk’s role.
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But Yilmaz said on Tuesday nothing about
Ataturk or his accomplishments had been
removed. Changes only emphasized core values
such as justice, friendship, honesty, love and
patriotism.

He said discussion of the militant Kurdistan
Workers Party (PKK), IS and the network of the
U.S.-based cleric Fethullah Gulen, whom Ankara
blames for last year's attempted coup, would
alsobeadded.

Balik, the head of the union, said the changes
were being made in an attempt to stamp out
dissenting ideas. “The bottom
generations who ask questions, that's what the

line is:

governmentfears,” he said.
Source: daily, Dawn (July 19, 2017)
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