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Mus’ab Bin Umair (RA)

I've scarcely ever read the story of the legendary
Mus’ab Bin Umair (RA) without getting choked up
by the remarkable sacrifices that this dynamic
young man made for Allah the Almighty (SWT) and
his Prophet (SAAW). Hadhrat Mus'ab bin Umair
(RA), the most handsome and the most charming
young man in all of Makkah was born with a silver
spoon in his mouth, and spoilt to such an extent
that his clothes were tailored in Yemen. When he
walked the streets, he left a heavy trail of the
scent of musk. Liked and admired by all, he was so
to speak the jewel of the society.

ENTERING THE FOLD OF ISLAM

One fateful day, his curiosity aroused by tales of
the advent of a Prophet (SAAW), he made his way
secretly up a mountain to the house of Argam in
the quest for Truth. No sooner had he heard the
noble ayaat of the Divine Speech that his life
changed forever. He knew instantly that this was
something unique, unlike anything he had ever
heard before. He was so deeply moved that the
Messenger (SAAW) had to place his blessed hand
on his chest to calm the beating frenzy of his
devoted heart.

UNDER HOUSE ARREST

Mus'ab (RA) was an orphan, but fearing the
chagrin of his strong -willed mother, he decided
not to disclose his Eaman for a while. But he was
seen frequenting Dar e Argam and news of his
conversion soon reached his imperious matron.
She was so infuriated that she shackled and
imprisoned him in the house till the time he
reverted back to the religion of his forefathers.
But this mountain of Faith would not budge and
kept professing his love for Allah (SwWT). The
Originator of the heavens and the Earth (SWT)
eventually made it possible for him to dodge his
captors and make hijrah twice to Abyssinnia.
FOREGOING RICHES

After his return, his mother threatened to keep
him in captivity once again but this time, he was
determined not to be housebound. So she
ordered him to leave the house, declaring coldly
that she could no longer bear to be called his
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mother. Mus'ab (RA) tried to gently bring her
mother round to see the beauty of his new
religion but she was adamant. As he proceeded to
walk out and bade farewell to the luxurious life
style he had known, his uncle sternly reprimanded
him and dryly asked him to take off the clothes he
was wearing, bought by his dead father's money.
Without a moment's hesitation, Mus'ab (RA)
discarded the garments and every single thing he
owned in the world to be with the man he loved
most in the world, his Prophet (SAAW).

LOVE FOR THE BELOVED

He appeared thus before the beloved of Allah and
the companions lowered their gaze, shedding
silent tears to see the most well dressed , striking
youth of the city in tatters that were barely
covering his awrah. On another occasion the
Prophet (SAAW) saw Mus'ab bin Umair (RA) in
coarse, worn out clothes and remarked,’, "l saw
Mus'ab (RA) here, and there was no youth in
Makkah more petted by his parents than he. Then
he abandoned all that for the love of Allah and His
Prophet!" Allah u Akbar, what a fine young man
and how invigorating his story!

PROPHET'S FIRST ENVOY

Seeing his precocious sagacity and spectacular
eloquence, the Messenger of Allah (SAAW) chose
this promising, budding young man as his envoy to
Madinah to pave the way for the momentous
Hijrah. At the time, Mus'ab the Mugri [teacher of
Quran] arrived in the Prophet's city, there were
only twelve Muslims but with special Divine Grace,
his endearing mannerisms and gifted charismatic

personality, seventy new converts met the
Prophet (SAAW) on the occasion of the next
pilgrimage.

MUQRI

Mus'ab al Khayr [Mus'ab the Good] as he was
nicknamed proved more than equal to the task
entrusted to him by the Prophet (SAAW) and
continued to preach with a wisdom far surpassing
his years. He was barely out of the teens, but
prominent among those who melted with his
recitation of the Majestic Quran were two heads




of clans Saad bin Muaz and Usaid Ibn Hudair and
Saad bin Ubaida. When people heard of their
acceptance of Islam, they entered in flocks in the
folds of the Deen of Allah the Exalted (SWT). Just
compare this vivacious teenager with any boy you
see on the university campus today. Most of us
have never even brought a single individual to the
Truth in an entire lifetime.

HIGH STATIONS OF PARADISE

Now for the final moments of the dashing, iconic
youth who changed the course of events and the
destiny of a people by Divine succor. When the
battle at Uhud was at its fiercest and the enemy
was advancing towards the Messeger of Allah
(SAAW), Mus'ab (RA) stood in their path like an
army. He fought left and right like a wounded
tiger, barring their way to the Prophet (SAAW).
Then came the last unforgettable, heart
wrenching scene of Mus'ab the Great as described
by a witness: "Mus'ab Ibn 'Umair carried the
standard on the Day of Uhud. When the Muslims
were scattered, he stood fast until he met Ibn
Qumaah who struck him on his right hand and cut
it off, but Mus'ab said, "and Muhammad (SAAW) is
but a Messenger. Messengers have passed away
before him" (Al-Quran, 3:144). He carried the flag of
Islam now with the left hand. The left hand was
severed and he held the banner with his stubs
close to his chest, all the while saying, "And
Muhammad (SAAW) is but a Messenger.
Messengers have passed away before him". At
this moment, a spear went through his body and
the cream of martyrdom fell, attaining the highest
station of Paradise before his face touched the
ground.

HONOR BESTOWED BY ALLAH (swT)

It is said [and Allah knows best] that this verse
that Mus'ab kept uttering with his last valiant
breaths was revealed after he had spoken it to
honor Mus'ab the Mugri, the ambassador of the
Prophet (SAAW), the pride of Muslims through the
ages. Khabbaab Ibn Al-Arat narrated: "We
emigrated with the Prophet (SAAW) for Allah's
cause, so our reward became due with Allah.
Some of us passed away without enjoying
anything in this life of this reward, and one of
them was Mus'ab Ibn 'Umair, who was martyred
on the Day of Uhud. He did not leave behind
anvthing except a sheet of shredded woollen

cloth. If we covered his head with it, his feet were
uncovered, and if we covered his feet with it, his
head was uncovered. The Prophet (SAAW) said to
us, "Cover his head with it and put lemon grass
over his feet.”

FONDNESS OF THE MESSENGER (sAAwW) FOR
MUS'AB

The beloved Prophet (SAAW) stood by the body of
Mus'ab Ibn 'Umair saying, while his eyes were
flowing with tears, love and admiration, "Among
the believers are men who have been true to their
covenant with Allah" (Al-Quran, 33:23).

Then he cast a despondent glance at the garment
in which he was shrouded and said, "l saw you at
Makkah, and there was not a more precious jewel,
nor more distinguished one than you, and here
you are bare-headed in one garment!" Then the
Prophet (SAAW) directed his blessed gaze towards
all the martyrs in the battlefield and said, "The
Prophet of Allah witnesses that you are martyrs to
Allah on the Day of Resurrection.’

SUPPLICATION

O Allah may our sons live and die as Mus'ab bin
Umair. We salute you O Mus'ab, may Allah be
pleased with you and may we follow in your
footsteps and strive in Allah's way with every
ounce of our energy, Aameen!
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