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My Personal Experience with the Israeli occupation
(Part 2 of 2)

| was very active in the student campus
movement in the States. | was ambivalent
about the US. On the one hand | was impressed
by the democracy and freedom of speech, on
the other | was frustrated by the country's
wanton support of Israel's oppressive policies.
That feeling is still very much alive in me. Only
the frustration and indignation have increased.
My letters to the editor can be found in such
papers as "the Oklahoma Daily" and "the Daily
Egyptians" under the name Khalid Suleiman.
Occasionally, | used other names to elude the
Zionists.

In 1983, | returned to the West Bank.
However, there is a little story that happened
to me on my way back to Hebron. While
traveling from Istanbul to Cairo, | thought |
should travel directly to the Ben Gurion airport
(without having to travel to Amman first as
usual) and then by car to the West Bank. The El
AL officer at the Cairo Airport assured me that
everything would be ok, and | would be able to
travel to Hebron very smoothly. It was not.
When we landed at Ben Gurion, | was
immediately arrested. The Shin Beth
interrogated me for five hours on my studies
back in the states, my friends, the associations
| was affiliated with, etc.

Then, | was told that the Israeli interior
minister of that time, Yosef Burg (father of
present Knesset speaker Abraham Burg) issued
an order barring my entry into the country (my
country). The order stated that | should be
deported back to Egypt within 24 hours.

To make things worse, the police confiscated
my papers, including the vital green "travel
permit" issued by the Israeli military
government and renewed by the Israel,
consulate in Dallas. Without the permit, |
would not be able to return to Hebron. Was it

that Burg wanted to banish me from my
country forever as had been done to millions
of Palestinians?

It was nearly 7:00 pm, and the soldiers took me
to the old British barracks where they told me
to stay till the next morning. Three female
soldiers stayed next to me, and they were
making all sorts of jokes about me. They
apparently didn't know | knew Hebrew. | was
given an orange; | didn't eat it.

The next morning, airport officials forced me
onto an Air Sinai plane and within two hours |
was in Cairo again.

There, like a professional hijacker, | slipped into
the Jordanian Royal Airways hall, convinced a
Palestinian clerk to let me in. He did. On my
way to Amman from Cairo, | was overwhelmed
by anxiety. The Israeli authorities had stamped
my Jordanian passport at the Ben Gurion
airport, which meant that if the Jordanians
found out that | had beenin Tel Aviv, they most
likely would throw me into jail for "dealing with
the enemy.”

Luckily the Jordanian Passport official at
Amman International airport was so busy that
he didn't examine the stamps on my passport.
Good for me.

Then | faced the problem of my confiscated
travel permit. | had to be smart, otherwise |
would stay a refugee for the rest of my life.

So | went to the Main office of the Red Cross in
Amman and told them that | had lost my Israel
travel permit in New York. (A good lie.) Well,
the RCissued me a special VIP document in lieu
of the one confiscated by the Israelis. Then |
headed westward to the Allenby Bridge. There,
luckily, 1 was admitted rather respectfully,
apparently with the Israelis not aware of what
had happened to me 48 hours earlier at Ben
Gurion Airport.




Allenby Bridge. There, luckily, | was admitted
rather respectfully, apparently with the Israelis
not aware of what had happened to me 48
hours earlier at Ben Gurion Airport.

In 1984, | began my journalistic career. Slowly,
the Israeli would soon be getting fed up with
my ideas and writings. Then the Mukhabarat
(Shabak) would summon me once a month on
the average. They would ask me to become a
collaborator. | would tell them "do you think
that somebody like me would become a
collaborator?”

The way the Shabak (the Shin Beth) behaved
convinced me that the Israeli state classified

the Palestinians into two categories,
collaborators and terrorists, nothing in
between.

The place where the interrogation took place
was crowded with Palestinians being tortured.
| would hear people screaming. | personally
know at least six people who died of torture in
one year. One of them, Abdul Samad Herezat,
was a personal friend of mine. He died as a
result of the "the shaking technique.”

The Israelis used a variety of torture methods
against Palestinian inmates, including hooding,
savage beating, electric shocks, sleep
deprivation, suffocation, and many other
forms of physical and psychological pressure.
Israeli doctors would help administer the
torture. Sometimes, they would bring an
inmate's wife or sister and threaten to rape her
in front of him. They would not rape the
woman, but only threaten to do so in order to
extract confessions from the inmate.

During the first intifada (1987-93), the Israel;
army used really dirty tactics of collective
punishment against the entire population.
They would confine people inside their homes
for 30 consecutive days, and if one ventured to
get out, he would be shot dead.

It was like hibernation, and many ill people
would succumb to their illnesses, being barred
from leaving their homes. In Hebron. the

curfew lasted for three months after the
Ibrahimi Mosque massacre in 1994. They were
like 90 days in hell.
| remember that in March 1994, Israeli
president Ezer Weisman visited Hebron to
offer condolences to the Palestinians. | was
asked by my editor to cover the visit, which
required that | apply for a travel permit at the
Adorayem military camp in order to be able to
travel the 10 kilometers to Hebron. | was
stunned when the officer in command told me
"sorry you can't go."
| retorted "but there are many journalists
there." Then he said, "Yes, they are Jewish
journalists, and you are not a Jew."
Earlier, the Israeli Shabak officer closed my AL-
Qods press office in downtown Hebron and
instructed all Arabic newspapers in the West
Bank not to publish my reports. Indeed, my fax
machine was confiscated and they would not
give me a telephone line. Imagine | was only
able to receive a telephone line in 1995 after
the installment of the Palestinian Authority.
Today, | am confined to my hometown of Dura,
near Hebron. | can't travel outside, | can't
travel abroad, and | can't even travel to the
next village. The Israeli Shin Beth still controls
our lives. Today a Shin Beth officer, Captain
Eitan, called me and asked me about the PA
latest crackdown on Hamas. His massage was
"we are watching you."
In short, the Israeli occupation is perpetual
misery, torment, persecution, enslavement,
and dehumanization. | feel frustrated because
| can't communicate to you the full extent of
this enduring evil. It transcends reality.

(End of part 2)

Courtesy: Khalid Amayreh is an American-
educated Palestinian journalist based in the
West Bank. He lives with his family in the
Occupied Palestinian town of Dura.
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