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Dropping 'the mother of all bombs'...

A political stunt and a message

What’s worse than a demagogue who thinks
violence is the only way? One who commands the
world’s biggest military. Trump’s decision to drop
the “mother of all bombs” on caves in Afghanistan
was no more than an expensive stunt. It will excite
the media, fool some Americans into thinking it will
help defeat ‘terrorists” and drive up his poll ratings.
As Robert De Niro once said in the movie Wag the
Dog, “War is show business — that's why we're
here.”

Dropping bombs on caves in Afghanistan won’t
even come near destroying Isis. Why? For a start,
Isis has had little success in Afghanistan despite
trying for years. The Afghan Taliban are far more of
a force. And in most cases they have deep roots
embedded in the civilian population, rather hiding
in caves. Trump dropped a bomb to get accolades
from TV news pundits. That is how success is
measured in Washington DC.

But if not this, then what are we meant to do? Isis
may be losing territory in Syria and Iraq but it still
commands significant support worldwide. In the
last month alone, we have seen Isis-inspired
attacks in London, Stockholm and Dortmund, let
alone Egypt and other parts of the Middle East. The
group, which Trump claims was created by his
predecessors, has diverted its focus from building a
caliphate to creating terror elsewhere.

Wesley Morgan, a researcher at Harvard
University's Belfer Center who's writing a book on
Afghanistan, wondered on Twitter about "how
many times commanders in (Afghanistan) have
requested MOAB use over the years and been
denied." "There could be a changed climate about
airpower requests that's only indirectly to do with
Trump — officers making new requests in new
climate,” Morgan said.

President Barack Obama was known and disliked
by the Zionist lobby in DC for his tendency to
‘painfully deliberate’ military decisions. Trump
might now be trying to send a message that "the
next four vears will not be like the last eight vears,"

Morgan said. Indeed, Trump on Thursday (13 April
2017) said, "If you look at what's happened over
the last eight weeks and compare that, really, to
what's happened over the last eight years, you'll
see there's a tremendous difference.”
Some have suggested that the US military could
also be sending a message to other adversaries
abroad. "There's also the very real possibility that
we're sending a message to the North Koreans that
we have these 30,000 pound bombs," said Chris
Harmer, a former US Navy commander and aviator
who's now a senior naval analyst for the Institute
for the Study of War.
When asked whether the use of the MOAB sends a
message to North Korea, Trump said Thursday that
he wasn't sure and that it didn't make any
difference whether it did or not.
While Gen. John Nicholson, the commander for US
forces in Afghanistan, said the MOAB was "the right
weapon against the right target" — it's meant to
cause "overpressure” that can crush underground
tunnels and bunkers — Harmer noted that the
military should "only want to use as much force as
iS necessary.”
Former Afghan President Hamid Karzai accused the US
of a "brutal misuse of our country as testing ground for
new and dangerous weapons," although the US claims
that it coordinated the strike with both Afghan and
Pakistani officials.
Harmer also wondered why the US military wouldn't
have used smaller precision weapons for the strike in
Afghanistan. "We've been fighting for 16 years and
this is the first time we've needed to wipe out a tunnel
system?" he said, adding, "You can't possibly tell me
that today is the first time we've needed to go after
tunnels or caves in Afghanistan. What is special about
today?" If the US is trying to send a political message
with the use of the MOAB, Harmer said, "It's a sign of
overkill and probably a message meant for both
home and overseas."

Sources: adapted from articles published in

Independent UK & Business Insider




About the MOAB

The GBU-43/B Massive Ordnance Air Blast (MOAB, commonly known as the ‘Mother of All
Bombs’) is a large-yield bomb, developed for the United States military by Albert L.
Weimorts, Jr. of the Air Force Research Laboratory. At the time of development, it was
touted as the most powerful non-nuclear weapon in the American arsenal. The bomb is
designed to be delivered by a C-130 Hercules, primarily the MC-130E Combat Talon | or MC-
130H Combat Talon Il variants. The MOAB is not a penetrator weapon and is primarily
intended for soft to medium surface targets covering extended areas and targets in a
contained environment such as a deep canyon or within a cave system.

The first operational usage of the MOAB was during an airstrike on 13 April 2017 claimed by
CENTCOM (and President Trump himself) to be against ISIS militants in Afghanistan.
According to an Afghan government official, the number of people killed in the attack by the
largest non-nuclear weapon of mass destruction had risen to 94. Former US military official
Marc Garlasco, who served in the George W. Bush administration, reported that the US had
never deployed the MOAB before the Trump administration in combat, due to collateral
damage concerns.

(Note: The details compiled by the Nida e Khilafat editorial team)
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