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Why Trump is bombing Syria

(explained in 2 sentences)

Late on Thursday (April 6, 2017), the United
States launched a cruise missile strike against
a Syrian regime airbase — the first intentional
US strike on Bashar al-Assad’s forces since the
Syrian war began in 2011. The strike was in
direct response to an alleged chemical
weapon attack on the American-backed rebel-
held town of Khan Sheikhoun on Tuesday,
which killed at least 85 civilians, including
children.
After the strike, President Trump spoke to
reporters to explain the administration’s
reasoning for escalating America’s role in
Syria’s war. There were two sentences in the
statement that were absolutely critical for
understanding why the administration did
this, and why they hope it won’t get out of
hand:
“Tonight, | ordered a targeted
military strike on the airfield in Syria
from where the chemical attack was
launched. It is in the vital national
security interest of the United States
to prevent and deter the spread of
chemical weapons.”
What’s crucial here is that

justification for launching the strike isn’t to
end the Syrian civil war, or even to slow down

Trump’s

Assad’s killing of his country’s civilians. It is a
“targeted” strike designed as punishment for

one specific crime: the ‘alleged” use of

chemical weapons.

The core problem with any proposed plan for
intervention against Assad has always been

the risk that it could get wildly out of hand,

dragging the US deeper into the Syrian
conflict than it was prepared to go and

potentially making the already incredibly
complex and bloody war even worse. Any

serious intervention in Syria also carried the
very real risk of killing Russian soldiers, who

are in Syria helping Assad, thus potentially
sparking conflict with a powerful, nuclear-

armed enemy.
The Trump administration is trying to avoid

this kind of open-ended commitment. By
going out of his way to emphasize that this US
strike targeted the exact airbase from where

the chemical attack was launched, Trump is
making it crystal clear that the strike is

designed as a specific punishment for the
recent chemical attack — and not a broader

effort aimed at striking Assad until he stops
bombing civilians or leaves power,

notwithstanding the ambiguity surrounding
the real perpetrators who actually carried out

the brutal chemical attack.
However, the American goal has been stated

clearly and it isn’t to stop the bloodshed in
Syria, but rather to send a message to Assad

that ‘chemical weapons’ use is out of bounds.
This is consistent with how Pentagon

spokesperson Capt. Jeff Davis described the
military’s strategy in an email to press. “The
strike was intended to deter the regime from
using chemical weapons again,” Davis said.

“The use of chemical weapons against
innocent people will not be tolerated.” Put
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that and the statement of Trump mentioned
earlier together and we get a narrative being
developed (or reshaped) by the spin-doctors
in Washington.
It’s also how Micah Zenko, an expert on
military intervention at the Council on Foreign
Relations, interpreted Trump’s comments.
“Trump’s statement makes it clear
[that] US cruise missile strikes are for
enhancing [the] international norm
against chemical weapons use, not
protecting Syrian civilians,” Zenko

tweeted.
The implication here is that Trump has no

desire to launch any more strikes unless Assad
uses more chemical weapons. If Assad sticks
to his normal tactics, and kills children with
explosives rather than banned chemicals,
then the United States will leave him alone.
This attack will, it seems, be a one-off — or at
least part of a relatively small battery of
punitive strikes.

But limited strikes, historically, don’t always
stay limited. We have no idea if this will

actually stop Assad from using banned
weapons, or what Trump would do if he did.

And a sense of “ownership” of the Syrian civil
war afterward could lead to even further US

escalation.
“Tonight's strikes may deter Assad,

compel Russian cooperation with US
interests, [and] not lead to deeper US

military involvement,” Zenko
tweeted. “However, if these rosy
scenarios do all occur, it would be

almost unprecedented in US military

interventions dating back to [1975].”
Trump’s objective appears to be limited. Who

knows how long it will stay that way.
Source: adapted from an article in the Vox News

CiJos sl ety WAL 6L Pl Flo & 2t
32 00 4 20 F 191101 L bl LS
(-“:/j'”gﬂﬁ Secularismfﬁug;ﬁru:..:-..—;ﬂd/:.f!z;l:‘-vut:fg
Y. P P MACg s s S e £
S Ao Pied L Se SE Ll e3P S
E un S o3 QU1 I 4 Ut el s S LTS L g
=y S B i6 Snut S b L Uiyl St

Lunl LobeEfieugs
§re1 L NS e oUW F o r gt i L gl Sz
-‘;jgu:fjm "_ijfszlLd%%gﬁnuﬂq_{/g ..QJ/"JLUA)
(L 8B 6P Sl 8090 T B2l = Fla S
z;.lJ'Lwﬁ ul?/d',o/;)bgf'b;;luwtutbt“‘uti('u u‘o
,@/}rmu;uérwu‘/ﬂbﬁm‘f’r( //i u"b l/:_ Uy £
STl TN M e e b B e e &
e G FT U G2 S A Tiu A
S £l i bt 1t ary b S L
Sty Flo Goul desmn s T I U5 B 5L u’?-fyft{’)d}g
JCLﬁd}jLﬂdxﬁd}lﬂdut‘fgdw’l_ﬁ;JIbbi:lJf/Jf:-J'i
VAN e PRSI S AR S e gl e sl

S TN 4 1S g 5 Y g

St s3I Fub ozl T
N2 M) AR Y A PIYICR P

5900 eted

*r ¢

'l‘

cﬁfa BaTNEN U/uﬁ)\.ﬂ ‘loualy ‘AJLQT_\.Q ‘411\)43.4 2

@& & (& o DD
é_l_,_fﬁdt':‘ (@;_(;QT - :glf’f

4‘-'/:‘)1}:( c..-;,,«t.ag‘;._-;uuﬁﬂdu:_a bl

e bl P i Lid L S dn b

Aebs ® SOy ® Byt ® 2240451 23x36@
&-2,300 e

JORE o T idl 0 ket s 5" <L

35869501-3 s —uxest sl _36




VOL : 26 Regd. C.P.L NO. 114 NO.16

weky  NIdaee=Khnlafat oo

120 mi coumnn

ACEFYLE=S®
COUGH SYRUP 5%

{Acefylline Piperazine and u.....“""‘E"
Diphenhydramine HCI) ioromen
e

F Congh And Cold Treatment '
| IATRCTE

of chickes, W

@ NABIQASIM INDUSTRIES (PVT) LTD ealth

5th Floor, Commerce Centre, Hasrat Mohani Road, Karachi-Pakistan our ethiOﬂ

mait: INnfo @ nabt im.com website: www.nabigasim.com UAN 111-742-762
PHA RMA Ema 0@ gasim.co 5it abiqga U 6




