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The Imperial Presidency of Donald Trump: A Threat to
American Democracy and an Agent of Chaos in the World?

“The megalomaniac differs from the

narcissist by the fact that he wishes to be
powerful rather than charming, and seeks

to be feared rather than loved. To this type
belong many lunatics and most of the

‘ereat’ men of history.” Bertrand Russell
(1872-1970), (in The Conquest of Happiness,

ch. 1, 1930.)

“When fascism comes to America, it will be

wrapped in the flag and carrying the cross.”
Sinclair Lewis (1885-1951), (It Can’t Happen

Here, 1935, a novel about the election of a
fascist to the American presidency.)

When 46.1% of Americans who voted, in

November 2016, to elect a real estate magnatein
the person of Donald Trump as U.S. President,

they did not know precisely what they were
buying, because, as the quote above says, we

really know how a politician will behave only once
he or she assumes power. Americans surely did

not expect that the promised “change” the
Republican presidential candidate envisioned and

promised was going to be, in fact, “chaos” and

“turmoil” in the U.S. government.

President Donald Trump has surrounded himself
with three politically inexperienced Rasputin-like
advisers, i.e. his young pro-lsrael Jewish son-in-law

Jared Kushner, advising on foreign policy and
acting as a speech wrter, and his far right media

executive and chief political strategist Steve
Bannon with an apocalyptic worldview, who s,
moreover, a voting permanent member of the
National Security Council (NSC). Stephen Miller,
also a young inexperienced senior White House
adviser, completes the trio. He is working with
Jared Kushner for domestic affairs and is also a
Trump speechwriter.

A month after his inauguration, President Trump
has turned out to be a much more erratic
politician than could have been expected, even
after all the inanities he uttered during the U.S.
Presidential campaign.

In fact, for a few weeks after inauguration day, on
January 20,

2017, before the nominated

secretaries of various govemment departments

were confirmed by the Senate, and anxious to
“get the show going”, the Trump White House

behaved like an imperial junta, issuing a string of
executive orders and memos. The objective,

seemingly, was to force the hands of the
responsible departments and of the elected

Congress, and to bend the entire U.S. bureaucracy
toits agenda. It may have gone too far.

Indeed, when the heads of important
departments like the Department of Defense

(James Mattis) and the State Department (Rex
Tillerson) were confirmed and assumed their

functions, President Trump changed his mind on
many policies about Israel, China, the Iran Deal

...etc.

U.S. courts have also thrown a monkey wrench in

the blanket executive order closing the U.S.
borders without recourse to the citizens of seven

Muslim countries (lraq, Syria, Iran, Sudan, Libya,
Somalia and Yemen), for spurious “security
reasons”.

Let us briefly recall how the inexperienced Trump

White House has created chaos during the first
weeks following inauguration day.

e President Donald Trump has shown a
propensity to govem by decree with a
minimum input from government
departments and from the elected Congress

e President Donald Trump seems to be anxious
to find pretexts to pick fights with other

countries: For him, it seems to be the U.S.
against the world

e President Donald Trump has been less than
candid regarding the influence of the Wall

Street lobby on politicans, including himself

e President Donald Trump’s continuous attacks

against the free press and against
independent judges who rule against his
policies is an authoritarian approach to

government and is a violation of the
separation of powers

e President Donald Trump has a mercantilist
view of international trade, which is rejected

by neary all economists




e chaoshave greatly diminished

One of the positive results of the Trump election
was the promise to end the deadly chaos in the

Middle East. During the presidential campaign and
once in power, Mr. Trump threw some cold water

on that promise.

Firstly, in his March 21, 2016 speech to AIPAC, he

flattered his rich Zionist donors by announcing his
intention to break with the half-century policy of
most western nations that considers the city of
Jerusalem a United Nations protected zone and an
intemational city occupied by Arabs, Christians
and Jews. He declared “we will move the
American embassy [from Tel Aviv] to the eternal
capital of the Jewish people, Jerusalem.”
Secondly, on Thursday December 15, 2016, to

make sure that everybody understands that he is
one-sided in the morethan half a

century old Israeli-Palestinian
conflict, President-elect Trump

announced his choice of a
hardliner pro-lsraeli settlements

on privately-owned Palestinian
lands for U.S. ambassador to

Israel (in fact, David Friedman,
his former bankruptcy lawyer).

The new ambassador didn't
waste any time in professing that

he was looking forward to doing
his job “from the U.S. embassy in

Israel’s eternal capital,
Jerusalem.” And, thirdly,

seemingly forgetting that he had
criticized Secretary Clinton for

proposing a similar dangerously
reckless policy, President Trump

announced, on January 25, that
he “will absolutely do safe zones

in  Syria”, seemingly without
considering if it was legal to do

so without the consent of the
Syrian government, and without

consulting with the three
principal  countries  (Russia,

Turkey and Iran), which had just
concluded a peace plan for Syria.

He opted instead to talk to
leaders of Saudi Arabia and of

the United Arab Emirates— two
countries known to be

sponsoring rebels in Syria.
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All considered, the tum of events since the

election of Donald Trump has raised a number of
fears that a lot of things could go wrong in the
coming years. Many of the policies advanced by

the Trump administration are the wrong remedies

for the problems facing the United States and the
world. In fact, many of these ill-conceived policies
are more likely to make matters worse, possibly

much worse, than to improve them.

Things seem to have begun to change somewhat
with the arrival of newly confirmed secretaries in
the decision-making process and new advisers. Let

us hope that cooler heads will bring experience,
knowledge and competence to a Trump

administration that cruelly needs it.

Source adapted from: an article written
by Prof Rodrigue Tremblay for Global
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