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On the evening of June 1, Mohamed Rasheed
Khan —
Guyanese descent, and an American citizen —

a 59-year-old Muslim man of

was leaving evening prayers at the New York
Center for Islamic Studies in Queens, NY. As he
mounted his bike, three men approached,
chased and beat him, breaking bones in his
face and leaving Khan with a concussion. He
was unable to eat, speak or open his eyes.

As the USA reflected on the 15" anniversary of
the September 11 attacks, one would have
hoped that bias-motivated crimes like the
beating of Khan or the murder of Imam Alala
Uddin Akongi and his assistant Thara Uddin
would be fewer and farther between. In fact,
since 2001, incidents of Islamophobia — which
include attacks on members of the community,
intimidation, anti-Muslim legislation as well as
vandalism of mosques and Muslim businesses
— have only increased in number and
frequency; the highest spike in Islamophobic
incidents in the US and in Europe came at the
end of 2016. In their 2015 analysis of FBI Crime
Data, the Washington Post wrote that hate
crimes motivated by Islamophobia was five
times higher than pre-9/11.

It is a stark reminder that the public panic
launched by 9/11 and subsequent attacks have
normalized Islamophobic attitudes. Stoked by
the hateful rhetoric of President-elect Donald
and his

Islamophobia is worse today than ever.

Trump European counterparts,

"Muslim Americans have been at the forefront
of helping citizens in Flint, Michigan get water,

Rising Islamophobia in the West

but you would never know that from the
national coverage," Saylor said. "If one crazy
person does something in Syria or Afghanistan,
that's all over the news."
But perhaps what has been the most
widespread manifestation of Islamophobia is
the toxic rhetoric of our public officials. Trump
has emerged as one of the most egregious
examples of this phenomenon, routinely
conflating the average Muslim American with
radical Islam. He was joined by the other GOP
candidates before the primary who routinely
doubled down on anti-Muslim rhetoric when
talking about national security, borders or the
fight against terrorism. Trump's inflammatory
rhetoric has played a huge part in stoking
Islamophobia. He has emboldened one of the
biggest causes of Islamophobia — ignorance.
Yet despite all that, Donald Trump still got
elected as the next president of the USA —
ignorance of the masses did pay-off

The vast majority of ‘terrorist attacks” in the
West during the last decade or so were
motivated by four intents, the first three of
which would be highlighted even in the
mainstream. These are:

1- The rapid rise of ethno-nationalism in the
West;

2- The rise of right-wing neo-fascist (and
rabidly
ideologies in political parties of the West;

Islamophobia-driven) dogmas and

3- The rise of separatist ideologies in the West;
and

4- The need for ‘those’ who pull the strings of
the ‘puppet leaders’ elected in the West to




4- The need for ‘those’ who pull the strings of
the ‘puppet leaders’ elected in the West to
have such war-mongering faces in power,
which would speed-up the process of the
decimation of the ‘enemies’ of Israel and
would ensure the swift emergence of a
‘Greater Israel’.

(Editor’s Note: The fourth intent, which in our view
may be the prime one, would never to brought up
for discussion in media and may seem like a
‘conspiracy theory’ to many, yet there is no such
thing as ‘conspiracy theories’ after 9/11!)

Every time the so-called ‘Islamic extremists’
such as Daesh, who in fact serve the agenda of
the West fairly well, carry out an attack, the
world’s 1.6 billion Muslims are expected to
collectively apologize; it has become a cold
cliché at this point. That, despite the fact that
the benefactors of such attacks are West's
ever-growing fascist far-right. The opportunist,
fascist and Islamophobia-driven right-wing of
the West has used the Paris attacks of 2016 as
‘evidence’ that there is supposedly no room for
Muslims in the secular West and that the West
ought to declare a full-scale war on Islam. The
mainstream, Zionist-controlled media of the
West has fully endorsed their demands as an
obedient minion and acted as a deceptive, yet
efficacious, PsyOps tool. The victory of Donald
Trump in the U.S. Presidential election of 2016
iIs proof enough of the phenomenon. The
entire election campaign of the Republican
candidate was based on Islamophobia and
bigotry against Muslims (and, to a lesser
extent, the other minority groups).

The populist anti-Muslim rhetoric that carried
Trump to the pinnacle of international power

and influence didn’t start in the United States.

And it certainly won’t end there. One ought not
forget the right-wing, extremist Hindu party
BJP’s win in the Indian elections and the war-
criminal Narendra Modi’s rise to the office of
Prime Minister in a ‘secular’ India, not to
mention the current Israeli Prime Minister
Netanyahu and his ultra-right-wing Likud
party!

Our sincere advice to the readers is that the
strategy to survive the ominous state-
sponsored extremism and anti-Islam/Muslim
bigotry of the West, India and Israel is two
pronged. Firstly, we would advise all our
readers to never let go of ‘wisdom’ and
‘insight” in order to look beyond the deceptions
of the forces of evil. Secondly, and more
importantly, we would strongly recommend
our readers (leaders and masses alike) to seek
the forgiveness of Allah (SWT) for betraying
Him (SWT) and His messenger (SAAW) for over
60 years, hold onto the universal message of
the Qur'an and the Sunnah, and strive their
utmost to establish the Deen of Allah (SWT) in
their
culminating

individual and collective lives,
in the establishment of the
genuine Islamic System of Social Justice in
Pakistan. May Allah (SWT) accept our mass
apology and save us from His (SWT) wrath, give
us the potential to look beyond the deceptions
of the forces of evil, guide us from the Qur’an
and the Sunnah to establish the Islamic System
of Social Justice among our ranks and grant us
success in this worldly life and bestow on us
lofty ranks in the Hereafter. Aameen!

Written by: Dr. Absar Ahmad (Chief editor of

‘Perspective’)
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