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Until Our Freedom Comes

Source adapted from: an article written by Shahid Lone

Once again another passage of brutal killing by
the Indian state is being written down in the
crimsoned history of Kashmir. Yet another cycle
of horror and mourning is being witnessed in
Kashmir. But one should never lose one’s
capacity to reflect, one’s faculty to be in empathy
with the feelings of Kashmiri people. In a way,
the truth about the Indian establishment is
revealed in Kashmir — cruel, destructive and
malicious. It is not the fear of knowing what will
happen to you if you act in line with those you
have seen violence used against, it is the fear that
freezes action and India is hell bent on creating
this kind of fear in Kashmir, which is simmering
with every passing day.

Burhan Wani's martyrdom made him not one in
the crowd but a crowd in one, a badge of honor
for every Kashmiri, a living legend and above all
a new emboldened insignia of the Azadi
movement. The facade and mantilla of fear
which India had developed through its client
governments and renegades in the Kashmir
valley was torn apart by Burhan and his
comrades’ sheer belief and courage. Burhan’s
martyrdom prepared the ground for what was to
turn as the mother of all protests in Kashmir. On
the evening of July 8, there was a slight drizzle in
North Kashmir and in a similitude it dawned on
me that it is not the rain which is fertilizing the
land but the martyr’s blood which will beseech
the Azadi covenant again and time is witnessing
the same.

This new-generation freedom brigade is not like
the one we witnessed in the nineties. The figure
used to be in thousands in 1990’s and today it is
merely in 100’s, but it must be borne in mind that
the ‘Burhans’ of today are men of substance.
They have been brought up under the shades of
grave atrocities, enforced disappearances, gang
rapes, sexual assaults, trampled human rights,
squeezed political space and the list goes on.
With the firm belief ‘Azadi ya Mout’, these men
are on the sublime mission with every Kashmiri
ready to brave his life for the new brigade and
the aftermath of Burhan is a testimonv to mv

claim. They don’t fear death because they aspire
for something more valuable and honorable in
the eyes of The Just (SWT). Numbers just don’t
scare them because the fire in their bellies is not
about ‘holding a Kalashnikov’ but the belief that
they will be questioned and held accountable for
choosing to remain buttoned up and this belief
guides them through every Herculean
impediment in their sublime purpose,

“Tapak ae shama aansu bankey parwane Kki
ankhun se,

Sarapa dard hoon hasrat bhari hai dastaan meri”.
Anyway, as | observed the last one month of
resilience and unbending will of the Kashmiri
people to die for Azadi and the ever deceitful
‘chanakyan’ politics being played by the ‘Indian
Union’ in the form of night raids, intimidations,
covert lettering and bannering, pelleting, tear
gas shelling and live ammunition firing, no space
has remained blurred; everything distinguished
in black and white, bold and caps. India gang
rapes Kashmir; first by its soldiers through
bullets, which hardly makes to press, and then by
its jingoistic noise hour debates, armchair
intellectual minions and  pseudo-secular
nationalists and patriots in the TV studios. They
rape her integrity, honor, dignity and esteem day
in and day out and the irony is that pellets are
being fired in Kashmir but the Indians are turning
blind.

Indian home minister Rajnath Singh visited
Kashmir and in fury returned to New Delhi and
blamed Pakistan for our current indigenous
movement. The Indian government started their
old way of fabricating narratives regarding
Pakistan and manufacturing the consent in New
Delhi, only to build a public opinion for hiding
and continuing the excesses in Kashmir valley in
the name of national security and counter
insurgency (a mechanism of which every
Kashmiri is aware) and appealing for calm and
peace in the Kashmir valley and promising to talk
to every stakeholder once harmony is restored
but little does he know that we Kashmiris have
reached the level of conflict-satietv and don’t




restored but little does he know that we
Kashmiris have reached the level of conflict-
satiety and don’t take Indian lies anymore.
Moreover, peace and freedom are mutually
exclusive; it’s either peace or freedom and not

both.

The Indian media is pretending and projecting
this as an exceptional situation, an excess, an
anomaly, or even an instance of soldiers going
rogue, which in reality is not the case.
Kashmiris know that a predatory shoot to kill
profile is part of the operational signature of
the Indian armed forces in Kashmir. An
incompetent government at the Centre, and its
client in the state, will act with characteristic
and predictable venality. A chain of military
command that has learnt nothing at all over
decades of facing the people of Kashmir, will
commit, again, a series of horrifying and
cumulative excesses. As a landscape and as a
people, with personal stories of the unrest, the
culmination of the various phases of the
Kashmiri national struggle and one among the
various acts of grassroots resistance in which
images of the Kashmiri subject are being
beamed. People of Kashmir are crucially the
true witness to (as well as victims of) Indian
injustices since 1947. The practice of Kashmiris
acting as witness to their own oppression and
testifying for the benefit of outside audiences
is a crucial mechanism through which the very
idea of “Freedom-loving Kashmiri Spirit”
begins to be visually performed and mediated
and perhaps reified in new ways. With a heavy
heart, we win or lose, perform or perish, now
or never, ‘Azadi ya Mout’ and we will brave our
bodies to your bullets and inseminate in blood
until our freedom comes. For to evoke Akbar
Allahbadi:

“Tu khaakh mein mil aur aag mein jal; jab khisht
bane tab kaam chale,

In khaam dilun ke unsar par bunyad na rakh
tabeer na kar,

Khaam hai jab tak to hai mitti ka ambaar tu,

Aur pukhta tar ho jaye to ha shamsheer e
bezinhaar tu”

Note: Shahid Lone is a research scholar at Jamia
Millia Islamia, New Delhi, India.
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