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Can we call the West ‘successful’?

Our Muslim brothers and sisters living in the West

often pose very thought provoking questions.

Admittedly, the issues raised are of prime

importance for any rational and critical mind.

However, essentially, all questions carry a

perceived notion of ‘success’ that the West has

been able to achieve, if we look at things from the
lens of ‘life in this material world only’” and hence,
limited to the following pre-judgments:

1- That man has ‘come into existence’ for success
and prosperity in this world and this world
alone. The Hereafter does not matter.

2- Thatreligion is just a hobby or at the most a set
of rituals to be followed on the individual level
only. In fact, the right to choose and follow
religion rests with man alone.

3- That Pakistan, or any other ‘Muslim’ country,
actually adheres completely to the laws and
edicts as mentioned in the Qur’an and the
Ahadith/Sunnah at all levels - the individual,
the community and the state even today.

4- That the concept of a welfare state has been
practiced by the West alone and that
throughout history there has never been any
other example, including during the era of the
Prophet (SAAW) and the rightly guided Caliphs
(RA) that followed him (SAAW).

The Qur’an, the Ahadith, the Sunnah and common

sense all reject the above pre-Judgements. The

reasons follow:

Firstly, human beings have been created so that

they could be tested in the life of this world and

depending on how they live it here, they will be
rewarded with heaven or punished with the

Hellfire in the life after death. This is stated in many

places in the Qur’an and is, in fact, the core around

which all other dimensions of the life of a Muslim

in this world must revolve. Therefore, knowing

about good and bad extends bevond what is visible

and perceivable. The real knowledge about good

and bad boils down to:

1- There is one Allah (SWT), the creator and we
must submit to Him (SWT) alone.

2- True guidance needs the paradigmatic
examples from the life of the Prophet (SAAW)
and his companions (RA).

3- Greater emphasis must be placed on the
eternal ‘good’ in the Hereafter rather than the
transient ‘good’ in this world, although both
must be grasped and achieved.

4- An atheist or an agnostic, who does all the
good charitable deeds in and for this world
alone, would not benefit to the extent of even
an iota from Allah (SWT) on the Day of
Judgement, simply because he denies Allah’s
(SWT) whole system.

5- The Muslims of today, in general, are
influenced on a mass scale by the culture of the
region (Indian subcontinent for example) more
than the culture of Islam. Moreover, there has
been a lack of good, honest and responsible
leadership in the Muslim world for at least two
centuries or so. The bad, corrupt and
irresponsible leadership influences the
behavior of common men and women. When
the role models of a nation
liberal/secular values as their motto to
promote rather than promoting genuine
religious teachings at the state level, then it
impacts all and sundry.

Secondly, the impact of being involved in riba may

appear to be benefiting the West, but as in all

matter of life, a Muslim must realize that this life is

a test, riba has been made Haram by Allah (SWT)

and His messenger (SAAW) and the consequences

in the Hereafter must be given priority. Even in
terms of material world, the Capitalist system of
riba-based banking has made the lives of people

make




mechanized. They wake up, go to work, come
home, watch some television and go to sleep. The
same miserable cycle is repeated day in, day out.
The weekends and holidays are spent sleeping or
celebrating! Where would one find time to pray
and worship as it ought to be done in such a
mechanical routine? The loftier purposes of life are
totally forgotten. Above all, the Creator Himself
(SWT) has declared riba to be prohibited (haram), in
the same way He has prohibited alcohol or
vulgarity or disbelief. So why judge a society on the
basis of its worldly progress only, when what
matters most is the Hereafter and avoiding the
punishment there?

Thirdly, ‘goodness’ prevails in those societies
where the land is equitably,
implemented swiftly and the whole machinery of
the Justice system works fairly. Most of the West
has a swift and fair system of Justice, albeit not in
accordance with Islam. So, it a woman files a rape
case, it is investigated independently and the trial
is held fairly without bias. Justice is then served.
When people know that justice will be served to all,
irrespective of race or social status, they think
twice before doing something wrong. The West has
also put into place a system of educating ordinary
people regarding ‘good’ and ‘bad’, based on their
own moral-code. But because that moral-code is
essentially secular and un-Islamic in nature, the
consequences are catastrophic on the societal
level. When the law declares that having extra-
marital consensual sex or being homosexual is not
a crime, then the fabric of the society and its
building block — the family — starts to fall apart.
Thus we see that teenage pregnancies are common
in the West and the institution of marriage is
gradually being replaced by contractual sexual
partnerships.

Unfortunately, the Muslim world has stopped
following the guidelines given by Islam for
establishing a fair and just system of running the
state since ages. We say and mostly want to follow
the Islamic guidelines for life, but the state is of
little or no assistance, the law is different for the

law of the

poor and the rich/powerful and the culture
surrounding us is mostly of an un-Islamic nature
(such as vulgar TV shows, enticing the sexual
instinct of people in ads etcetera). The net outcome
is that Muslim countries contain Muslims as the
majority of the population, yet they abide by
secular laws; a disaster waiting to happen.

Finally, Muslims have stopped propagating the
‘good’ and resisting the ‘evil’, especially at the state
level because of the fear of being branded ‘terrorist
and rogue states’ by the West. Meanwhile, the
West is waging its ‘Jihad’ and ‘Qit’al’ in many
Muslim countries. Almost every American or Israeli
knows how to use a gun. But as far as Muslims are
concerned, the ‘fear factor’ of being labelled a
‘terrorist’ has become so deeply embedded in their
collective psyche that most of them are unable to
even hold a weapon. There was a time when basic
military training was compulsory in all Muslim
countries, including Pakistan, when citizens
reached a certain age. But the bogus ‘war on terror’
has shifted the entire paradigm and now Muslims
conditioned to quietly go to

have Dbeen

slaughterhouses like sheep.

As a concluding note on the entire discussion, we
would like to quote the following verses of the
Qur’an:
“Say, [O Muhammad], "Shall we [believers]
inform you of the greatest losers as to
[their] deeds? [They are] those whose
effort is lost in worldly life, while they think

that they are doing well in work." Those are
the ones who disbelieve in the verses of
their Lord and in [their] meeting Him, so
their deeds have become worthless; and
We will not assign to them on the Day of
Resurrection any importance. That is their
recompense - Hell - for what they denied
and [because] they took My signs and My
messengers in ridicule.”

(Qur’an, 18:103-106)
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