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Liberal Sleeper Cells

The winds of change have never blown so thick
and as fast as they are blowing in the pre-
partition Indian subcontinent today. For
instance, the so-called secular India is roaring to
turn into a militant Hindutva state while Muslim
Pakistan seems to be undergoing a cosmetic
surgery to turn into a liberal-secular state whose
rulers have suddenly discovered that they have
been liberals all along.

Before proceeding any further let us understand
what Hindutva is and what it means for Muslims
in particular and all other religious minorities of
India in general. The term Hindutva was coined
by a militant Hindu politician Vinayak Damodar
Savarkar (May 28, 1883 — February 26, 1966) in
1923; who is also passed off as a poet, writer, and
playwright. It is essentially a doctrine of Hindu
racial supremacy that dreams of establishing a
great Hindu empire in and beyond the part of the
world we call our home. Muslims have no place
in the Hindu empire that Sarvarkar envisioned.
The Bharti Janata Party (BJP) that rules India
today with Narendra Modi at the helm of affairs
as PM is the successor of Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS, National Volunteer Society) which
was formed by another militant Hindu K. B.
Hedgewar in 1925 with the objective to organize
the Hindu nation on the lines of Sarvarkar’s
Hindutva doctrine without using the term
Hindutva to describe its ideology. Hedgewar had
personally met Sarvarkar earlier the same year to
discuss ways to unite the Hindu nation. In 1948,
RSS officially replaced Hindu Rashtra (Nation)
with Hindu Samaj (Hindu Society).

With the passage of time the RSS followed an
active agenda of forming numerous affiliate
militant outfits including Vishva Hindu Parishad
(VHP, World Hindu Council), set up in 1964 to
actively promote Hinduism in India which

continued to hoodwink the world with its cover
of secularism.

In 1970s, Bharatiya Jana Sangh (established
1951) merged with opposition parties to form
the Janata Party. However, the Janata Party
faced acute political isolation because other
components of Janata Partv did not approve

former Bhartiya lana Sangh. ‘Revamped’ as
Bhartiya Janata Party (BJP), which governs India
today with Narendra Modi as the PM of India, the
RSS connections are screamingly evident. It is no
rocket science that the militant RSS came to BJP’s
aid, charging its militant wing VHP to expand
Hindu vote bank before elections and the RSS
militants encouraged BJP further to become an
explicit and racist Hindu party. The rest, as they
say, is history.

With the Indian officially pursuing the racial
doctrine of Hindu supremacy, Muslim Pakistan
has suddenly become a liberal state anxious to
please and cajole a neighbor who has never
accepted Pakistan as reality even after the
passage of 70 long vyears. The pseudo
intellectuals here are busy talking cultural,
lingual and social similarities with the least bit of
concern to militant Hindutva doctrine of Hindu
supremacy that has no place for Muslims unless
they shun their religion to become Hindu. The
leaders of Bangladesh ought to ponder on that
before continuing to ride the f‘Indian’
bandwagon.

The liberal sleeper cell seems to have become
suddenly active to twist the historical facts as if
Pakistan was always meant to be the liberal
state. What could explain one of the biggest
exoduses ever when Muslims living in India for
centuries sacrificed everything to migrate to
Pakistan after the partition in 19477 Did they
migrate to Pakistan to listen to the animated
chorus of the liberals that there should be no
border between Pakistan and India or that the
two-nation theory which the founding fathers of
Pakistan espoused was nonsense? Most
importantly, what was the purpose of the hard-
fought struggle that the Muslims of the sub-
continent waged to make the dream of a
separate homeland come true?

One of the finest Pakistani poets of our time,
lgbal Azeem (1913-2000) warned us thus:

If you wander far away from your nucleus

You would turn into dreams, stories

Those deceiving you with fellowship




Those deceiving you with fellowship

Their history, if you read it, will scare the wits out
of you

Learn to tread on your own soil

For trying to walk on marble would definitely
make you slip

Why are you scared to come out of your
chambers of laze?

The sunshine could never be hot enough to melt
you away

Walk briskly and avoid clash

For walking leisurely amidst crowd would get you

crushed
Neither search for companion nor seek guide’s

help
Repeated stumbling would finally help you walk

confidently
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You are a lamp of living traditions, legends

Nay, you are not the evening sun that gets set
everyday

| yearn for the earliest streak of morning
luminance, who should | ask for it?

As for you, you seem naive enough to be duped
by light of lamp

(note: translated)

The question, then, is that did the Muslims of the
undivided India wage long, hard, and at times
deadly struggle for Pakistan to make it a secular,
capitalist, and liberal state not an Islamic
governance? If that is so what could justify
snatching freedom from the brutal clutches of
the British colonial empire to make a separate
homeland called Pakistan?

Source adapted from: An article by S. M. Aslam
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