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The real reason behind the rabid hatred of medieval

and modern Orientalists towards Islam

The damage caused by the Crusades was not
restricted to a clash or weapons; it was, first and
foremost, an intellectual damage viz. the poisoning
of the western mind against the Muslim world
through a deliberate misrepresentation of the
teachings and ideals of Islam. For, if the call for
crusade was to maintain its validity, the prophet of
the Muslims had, of necessity, to be stamped as the
Antichrist and his religion depicted in the most
lured terms as a fount of immorality and
perversion. It was at the time of the crusades that
the ludicrous notion that Islam was a religion of
crude sensuality and brutal violence, of an
observance of ritual instead of a purification of the
heart, entered the western mind and remained
there; and it was then that the name of the prophet
Muhammad — the same Muhammad (SAAW) who
had insisted that his own followers respect the
prophets of other religions — was contemptuously
transformed by Europeans into 'Mahound'. The age
when the spirit of independent inquiry could raise
its head was as yet far distant in Europe; it was easy
for the powers-that-were to sow the dark seeds of
hatred for a religion and civilization that was so
different from the religion and civilization of the
west, thus it was no accident that the fiery Chanson
de Roland, which describes the legendary victory of
Christendom over the Muslim "heathen” in
southern France, was composed not at the time of
those battles but three centuries later, shortly
before the first Crusade. It immediately became a
kind of "National anthem" of Europe; and it is no
accident, either that this warlike epic marks the
beginning of a European literature, as distance
from the earlier, localized literatures: for hostility
toward Islam stood over the cradle of European
civilization.

It would seem an irony of history that the age-old
western resentment against Islam, which was
religious in origin, should still persists
subconsciously at a time when religion has lost
most of its hold on the imagination of the Western

a person may completely lose the religious beliefs
imparted to him in his childhood while
nevertheless some particular emotion connected
with those beliefs remains, irrationally in force
through his later life. And this, | concluded, is
precisely what happened to that collective
personality of the western civilization. The shadow
of the Crusades hovers over the west to this day;
and all its reaction toward Islam and the Muslim
world bear distinct traces of that die-hard ghost.
(Source: Extract from the book ‘The Road to Mecca’
by Allama Muhammad Assad; pages 6-7.
Recommended by Engineer Mukhtar Hussain
Farooqi}
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