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Sadly, nowhere in the world political opposition is
what it should be — ‘opposition to the status quo’.
Needless to say that thanks to democracy, the
concept of a ‘farce opposition’ exists invariably in
every country of the planet. But in our part of the
world the politicos have so corrupted the politics
that a meaningless expression like “friendly
opposition” is frequently used without even slightly
denting the conscience of those who pass
themselves off as opposition in the assemblies and
Senate.

The ruling party of today played “friendly
opposition” during the tenure of the previous
government which is now returning the favor by
openly playing the role of “friendly opposition”.
Everything is so mutual as if the roles have been
handpicked by the players, on both sides of the
treasury and opposition benches, themselves.

But “friendly opposition” is a fancy term invented
to conceal something even more sinister — the
betrayal of the masses and the sale of the aspirations
for a price. To describe it simply, “friendly opposition”
is nothing but a match that has already been fixed
with both sides knowing in advance the outcome of
the match, yet all the same keeping appearance
aimed at befooling the people.

In a situation like this no matter who wins or loses
the people are the definite losers. Could there be a
more massive, more open, and more inhumane
fraud? The fiery American Black nationalist leader,
Louis Farrakhan, told his fellow Afro-American
leaders, “Don’t be prostitutes to sell the aspirations
of your people” but the political system in our
country is geared and greased to produce nothing
but the most unscrupulous leaders imaginable.
“Friendly opposition” is similar to a fixed cricket
match. It is nothing more than a mutually-agreed
arrangement between two shopkeepers to loot the
people by creating a semblance of competition
when there is none to start with. Alas, though a
British Court found it appropriate to shatter the
professional careers of three of our most talented

Playing Friendly, Betraying People and the
Merry goes Round

Adapted from an article written by Syed M. Aslam

cricket players by awarding them jail sentence for
what is better known as ‘spot fixing’ there is no law
to take our unscrupulous politicos to task for
betraying the people so openly and so ruthlessly by
successfully turning the practice of being “friendly
opposition” an acceptable part of our political
maosaic.

What is also surprising is the convenient silence of
the media which fails to expose such a pervasive
anti-people practice as “friendly opposition”. The
media seems to be interested in keeping itself busy
with non-issues and pathetic talk shows devoid of
any moral, intellectual, academic or philosophical
themes of debate. Catwalks and make-believe
Hollywood, Bollywood, and Lollywood movies
matter more to our media than issues that impact
the masses profoundly. Opinion-maker is a
misnomer because media and media-faces here
have become nothing but the eyes and ears of the
ruling elites.

While our media prefers to pre-occupy itself with
non-issues in order to ‘prevent the system from
derailing’, the ‘friendly opposition” continues
getting ‘friendlier’ by each passing day and has
arguably become the elementary reason for the
widespread corruption rampant in Pakistan.

There are a number of other reasons for the
opposition to prefer to play what is called in the
jargon of showbiz industry as ‘second fiddle’ to
whosoever is in power at any given time.

Firstly, the ruling elites on all sides of the so-called
political divide(s) have a common denominator —
the rulers of today were the opposition of
yesterday and the rulers of yesterday make the
opposition of today. Having an unwritten mutually-
agreed treaty is the necessity of both the rulers and
the opposition and the cake is always big enough to
be shared between both. One must realize that half
of a bundle is still a bundle and that a “friendly
opposition” in any nation has no qualms about it.




condly, politics is not only the bread and butter but
also the honey, milk, and cream of our politicians.
In fact, politics has become one of the most
lucrative professions around the globe - a

Isn’t it time to ask real questions to expose just how
immoral, unethical, inhumane, and unacceptable
“friendly opposition” is? Let there be real
opposition because ‘friendly opposition’ is nothing

guaranteed road to fame (pride or notoriety) and but the worst form of political exploitation.

fortune.

—9

Ramadan Mubarak

May Allah (SWT) bestow his infinite blessings and mercy on
all Muslims during this Holy Month.
May Allah (SWT) grant us the strength to fast at Day & pray at night.
May Allah (SWT) accept our efforts made during this Holy month.

THE UJALA EDUCATION FOUNDATION SEEKS

ADMINISTRATOR/PRINCIPAL

FOR ITS MUZAFFARABAD CAMPUS

The Ujala Education Foundation is a Not-For-Profit Organisation and the only nationwide vocational
training organisation in the private sector. The Ujala Education Foundation’s key objective is to provide
young men and women from less privileged communities with international standard
vocational/technical institutes that meets the market needs, leading to employment or small
business creation - and eventually economic freedom/empowerment.

QUALIFICATION
The right candidate should WHAT WE ARE
LOOKING FOR

EXPERIENCE

A proven track record of
preferably 10-15 years of
having successfully managed a
technical institute.

Ex-Armed Services Officers with relevant
technical experience (eg.501 Workshops)
are encouraged to apply.

be an engineer/technical
professional (BE/MS. Engineering)
and possess leadership

and managerial skills.
Possessing a B.Ed/Industry
background will be an advantage

THE UJALA

MOTIVATION

ATTRIBUTES

A Passion to bring change in the
lives of young people through
quality training.

Ability to formulate and implement
clear set of measurable goals

(i.e. KPIs) for the staff.

EDUCATION
FOUNDATION

Self driven with a strong ability

to mentor and take forward

The Ujala Education Foundation vision of
developing a sense of work ethics

and high moral and social values

in instructors and students.

TECHNICAL
INSTITUTES

WORKING TOWARDS
A SKILLED PAKISTAN/ AZAD KASHMIR

Please send your CV to Human Resource Department,
i. The Ujala Education Complex Srinagar Road Rawani, Muzaffarabad.
ii. The Ujala School Near Jinnah Dental Hospital Center Plate Muzaffarabad. Ph:- 05822-449603

Post Office Box No. 702 or Email:- coordinator@ujalaeducationfoundation.com

Note: Members of Tanzeem-e-Islamt will be preferred.
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MULTICAL-1000

Calcium + Vitamin C & B12 + Folic Acid (Sachets)
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CALCI UM

Takes you away irom
Malaise & Fatigue

NABIQASIM INDUSTRIES (PVT) LTD

5th Floor, Gommerda Centre, Hasrat Mohani Road, Karachi-Pakistan
Emalk: info@nabigasim.com website: www.nabigasim.com UAN 111-742-762




