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On the child-victims of drone-wars
CHILD OF WAR - A Poem

By: Meem Seen

Child of war! Hulking all around you
If you could speak Pressing upon your battered self,
From your midget-coffin... Confounding your infantile senses.

If your sweet voice could carry through
Your little mouth
Cavernous and hollowed out by death,

You'd speak of
How death took so long to reach

cnerusted with old blood As you writhed in your own blood.
Stopped in its tracks between pearly new teeth If you could speak-
That once shone when your rosy face blossomed The layered silences
into smiles; Over the tiny mound of earth
Or enlivened with laughter That shrouds you
Over some little silliness, some little surprise- Would be ripped through
Those little things, before scary big things took By the still, small voice...
over- Piercing, shattering, tearing, shuddering
Big feuds between little people over little things To ask of us
Made to seem big. An overwhelming question-
Why?
If you could speak A2 SEAT? AT AT AT AT AT AT S AT A A SEATT SEALT
From beneath the settling dust of oblivion 3 ‘_._._,LJ,;‘}T)',@,U“,,juuj,rf,ly‘[)w&":ﬁbu}fljr}'f

Falling, falling quietly over hearts- R N AN b v e
You'd speak of —

When the sky lit up with fires

Malevolent and blind; raining death : It m YN >

. e e : SVl ) S|
Leaving the trail of bloodied corpses : ' J’ij — G )_, 3
And shell-shocked mourners, .- o 7 [ o o
And often, battered little bodies s - L”O:" 42 u:‘j

Timorous and traumatized, mﬂ
Confounded by unanswered questions. 3 ‘ﬁ -
R O NPT IR WAL S

You'd speak of < p p
y : e Sise el 52 a1 @

The desperate, endless waiting v T p

>, o L & 7 ¢ = A A K

For a healing hand- =AU "’1‘5{ S we s @

. . -. RO NG R s P

Perhaps mummy's finger to cling on to, 3 o '/{:ﬂyﬁf.ﬁfﬁ”‘ﬂw’ ®

A warm breath to reassure 2t $ s At

"It'll be all right"- /""‘P/"ﬂ’-fg"ﬁ‘ﬁﬂw O
But the breath was cold, =AY @ ok st @ Sterirsr @

The hand lifeless and brittle. 1,250~ =l e 320 =¥ e

You'd speak of 4 .... = 5> ,S7 sl
The stinging, deep pain Jﬂa QT_,!:I‘ wlad dd-lﬂ :
Of a disconsolate helplessness 9 35869501-3:¢ —ssl3bJiLL 36
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