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United Nations or Divided Nations?

In theory striving to establish peace and security
by promoting international collaboration vide
educational, scientific, and cultural reforms in
turn to increase universal respect for justice, the
rule of law, and human rights is the primary
raison d'etre of the United Nations specialized
agency Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization which is better known by its
acronym UNESCO. In practice, however,
UNESCO seems to be working on a plan to
divide nations by creating lingual acrimony if its
recently released 24th Policy Paper Global
Education Monitoring Report February 2016
titled "If you don't understand, how can you
leam?" is any indication.

The report that singles out a number of
countries, including Pakistan, advocates
teaching children in a language they
understand, that is their mother tongue
because "In multiethnic societies, imposing a
dominant language through a school system has
frequently been a source of grievance linked to
wider issues of social and cultural inequality.”
The report says that, "In many countries, large
numbers of children are taught and take tests in
languages that they do not speak at home,
hindering the early acquisition of critically
important reading and writing skills. Their
parents may lack literacy skills or familiarity with
official languages used in school, which can then
reinforce  gaps in learning opportunities
between minority and majority language
groups."

With specific reference to us this is what the
report says, 'In Pakistan, the post-
independence government adopted Urdu as the
national language and the language of

instruction in schools. This became a source of
alienation in a country that was home to six
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major linguistic groups and fifty-eight smaller
ones. The failure to recognize Bengali, spoken
by the vast majority of the population in East
Pakistan, was one of the major sources of
conflict within the new country, leading to
student riots in 1952. The riots gave birth to the
Bengali Language Movement, a precursor to the
movement that sought for the secession of East
Pakistan and the creation of a new country,
Bangladesh.”

It is strange that an international agency of such
stature as UNESCO sees it fit to blame Pakistan's
national language Urdu for causing grievance
and thus a barrier to learn. Interestingly, the
report remains conveniently silent about the
language of the ruling elite in Pakistan, English,
which is also the de facto official language of
the country. English language has divided
Pakistan into two distinct groups — the ruling
elites who make up a negligible percentage of
Pakistan's population and whose language is
English and the ‘other’ majority whose language
is Urdu. The report remains oblivious to the
ground realities that Urdu is a language which is
understood and spoken, even if not well, by all
the ethnic and lingual groups of Pakistan and
thus could not cause more grievance than
English as medium of instruction in educational
institutions simply because English is a totally
alien language to Pakistanis.

Secondly, and even more importantly; the
researchers, whoever they are, who write the
Pakistan segment of the report, seem to be
totally blind to the fact that Urdu is the second
most vital link to keep the Pakistanis unified.
The first and most important thing that could
keep Pakistan united

s 'Islam” because Muslims of pre-1947

undivided Indo-Pakistan subcontinent gained




independence not only from the British
colonists but also from the Hindu majority on
the basis of Islam on August 14, 1947. Thus, the
report’s claim that teaching Pakistani childrenin
Urdu "became a source of alienation in a
country that was home to six major linguistic
groups and fifty-eight smaller ones” s
unfounded, misguided, deceptive, and aims to
create lingual hatred.

The report does not mention English as the
most divisive factor in Pakistan. Is it intentional
or an over-sight? However, one thing is certain
that the half-baked report such as this
conveniently remain silent about the developed
countries like the U.S. which has many
languages including those indigenous to North
America; languages that migrants and
immigrants brought with them to the U.S., and

several languages like creoles which were
developed within America itself.

It is estimated that approximately 337
languages are spoken or signed by the

population, of which 176 are indigenous to the
area while 52 languages formerly spoken in the
U.S. are now extinct. Spanish is the second most

common language in the country, and is spoken
by approximately 35 million people while
according to the 2000 US census, people of
German ancestry make up the largest single
ethnic group in the United States, and the
German language ranks fifth. Italian, Polish, and
French are also widely spoken in America.

The report also claims that the continued use of
Urdu as the Ilanguage of instruction in
government schools, even though it is spoken at
home by less than eight percent of the
population, has also contributed to political
tensions in Pakistan. This is an intentional
attempt at distorting the realities because
English, a language which is totally alien to large

number of Pakistanis, is causing a much greater

friction and socio-economic divide in Pakistan
than Urdu which is the single biggest lingual
factor to keep Pakistan united.

The author is a member of Tanzeem e Islami
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