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THE REPORT OF THE JUDICIAL COMMISSION

The report of the judicial commission rejected
the complaints of the PTlI and several other
opposition parties that the May 2013 general
elections were rigged and manipulated. By
declaring these elections a true and fair
reflection of the mandate of the electorate, the
judicial commission provided legal legitimacy to
the 2013 election and the electoral victory of
the PML-N.The PTI is now facing a major
political setback.

The judicial commission, however, has not
resolved the issue of political acceptability of
the results of the elections. It was not only the
PTI that had complained about the election
results; several other political parties, including
those that supported the PML-N in the context
of the protest by the PTI, also questioned the
egitimacy of the election results. The legal
egitimacy given by the judicial commission will
not change the opinion of all these political
parties regarding the elections. Therefore, the
general elections and the PML-N’s ascendancy
to power will continue to be questioned on
political grounds by many political activists and
parties.

The report of the judicial commissions
represents a conservative and status quo-
oriented approach. It took advantage of the
terms of reference to downplay irregularities
and procedural violations, including non-
authentication of votes and multiple voting by
one person, and declared these elections fair
and free on aggregate. The second term of
reference sought to know if the elections were
manipulated in a “systematic effort by design”.
The judicial commission assigned priority to
‘systematic’ or ‘by design’ manipulation over
other issues that had undermined the credibility
of the elections. It was clear during the
proceedings of the judicial commission that
systematic and planned rigging would not be
proved. As the PTI could not prove systematic

. 20152711004/21436 (X118 24618

manipulation by an institution, government or
political party, the judicial commission was able
to confirm the first and third terms of reference,
giving legal legitimacy to the elections.

Although the commission noted procedural and
other violations in the elections, these could not
influence the opinion of its members because
they confined theirinquiryto the issue of
systematic and planned manipulation. In a way,
the Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP), as
well as judicial and other officials on duty on
polling day have also got a clean chit because
procedural irregularities were not given weight.
The advice by the judicial commission to
improve the management of the elections is not
expected to carry much weight because if the
elections represented the true and fair mandate
of the people despite a host of deficiencies, why
rectify those shortcomings? Why should the
government or the ECP worry about these
issues when these are not relevant in
determining the credibility of the electoral
process? The PML-N will focus on the legal
aspects and the PTI and other political parties
on political dimensions, thus reviving their
mutual conflict. It will be three or four months
before this conflict takes a definite shape. By
that time the flood season and local bodies
elections would either be over, or postponed.

Source adapted from: http://tribune.com.pk/
Editor’s note: It appears quite strange that
while the judicial commission has enunciated
the incompetency and malpractice of the ECP in
its final report and has established that the
burden of ensuring free, fair, honest and
impartial elections falls fairly and squarely on
the institution, yet in its conclusion, the overall
electoral process has been awarded a clean-chit.
In our opinion, that alone would provide all and
sundry a license to rig in the future, without any
fear of accountable and punishment.
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