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10 Steps to Maximizing
the Last Ten Days of Ramadan

The last ten days of Ramadan are very precious
indeed:

Allah's Messenger (SAW) used to exert himself in
devotion during the last ten nights to a greater
extent than at any other time." (Muslim)

Hazrat Aisha (RA) reported that with the start of
the last ten days of Ramadan, the Prophet (SAW)
used to tighten his waist belt (i.e. work hard) and
used to pray all the night, and used to keep his
family awake for the prayers. (Bukhari)

So we need to tighten all of our belts especially in
these last ten days and do as much as we can to
thank Allah (SWT) and worship him and ask him
for forgiveness.

Here are some ways that we can all make the best
of these precious last ten days of this most
blessed month:

1. Make a timetable for oneself for the last ten
days

One should make a timetable for oneself so that
one can make the best of these last 10 precious
days.

One can include the times that one will read the
Qur'an and how much one will read like one juz
(Chapter) or half a juz etc., as well as certain Nafil
prayers one will do throughout the day and night
and any worship that one will do etc.
Making a structured timetable may help one to
better organize oneself especially in these
precious days 10 days.

2. Spend the last 10 days in I’'thikaaf

I'tikaf is the seclusion and staying in the Masjid
with the intention of becoming closer to Allah
(SWT) by doing constant remembrance,
glorification and worship of Allah (SWT).

One should perform as many Nafil prayers as
possible and recite much of the Qur'an and
contemplate on its meanings, read books on Islam
and keep ones lips moist with the constant
glorification and remembrance of Allah (SWT).
‘Aishah  (RA) reported that the Prophet
(SAW) "Used to perform i'tikaf in the last ten days

of Ramadan until Allah the Mighty and Majestic,
took him. (Bukhari and Muslim)

3. Recite the Qur’an abundantly

Both fasting and recitation of the Qur'an in
Ramadan act as intercessors with Almighty Allah
(SWT) for the true believer who observes them.

The Prophet (SAW) is reported to have said,
“Fasting and the Qur’an will intercede on behalf of
Allah’s servant on the Day of Judgment. Fasting
will say, “O my Lord! | prevented him from food
and desires during the day, so accept my
intercession for him.” And the Qur’an will say, “O
my Lord! | prevented him from sleeping by night,
so accept my intercession for him.” The
intercession of  both will thus be
accepted. (Ahmad)

4. Strive to gain forgiveness

One should strive and do their utmost to gain the
mercy of Allah (SWT) in these last ten days
especially. If one leaves Ramadan without gaining
the mercy of Allah (SWT) then surely they are the
most unfortunate ones and are the biggest losers
in this world and the next.

Aisha (RA) said: “I asked the Messenger of Allah:
'O Messenger of Allah, if | know what night is the
night of Qadr, what should | say during it?' He
said: 'Say: O Allah, You are pardoning and You love
to pardon, so pardon me.' “ (Ahmad, Ibn Majah,
and Tirmidhi)

5. Do Parents Khidmat (Help)

We should always be the best towards our
parents at all times and not even say “uff” to them
and in Ramadan and in particular the last ten days
we should increase ourselves in helping our
Parents and being the best towards them and

making them happy and smile.

A man asked Prophet Muhammad (SAW) "What
kinds of deeds are best in the sight of Allah?" He
replied, "To pray on time, to be good and kind to
parents, and to strive in the path of

Allah". {Bukhari)




6. Do much Supererogatory Prayers (Nafil
Supererogatory prayers (Nafil) are one of the best
ways to get close to Allah (SWT) as well as filling
up our account of good deed. We have to invest
as much as we can into the hereafter to just to
this world.

Abu Hurairah (RA) reports that the Prophet (SAW)
said: "The first thing that the people will be called
to account for on the Day of Resurrection will be
the prayers. Our Lord will say to the angels
although He knows better: 'Look into the Salah of
my servant to see if he observed it perfectly or
been negligent in it. So if he observed it perfectly
it will be recorded to his credit, but if he had been
negligent in it in any way, Allah would say: See if
My servant has any supererogatory prayers. Then
if he has any supererogatory prayers, Allah would
say: Make up the deficiency in My servant's
obligatory prayer with his supererogatory
prayers." Thereafter all his actions will be
examined in like manner". (Abu Dawud)

It is recommended that you recite in your prayers
as much of the Sacred Quran as you know. If you
happen to know by heart the whole of the Sacred
Quran you may, in at least 3 nights or most 4
nights of Tahajjud effectuate the complete
reading of the Sacred Quran, otherwise as much
of it as is in memory.

7. Increase in Dhikr (Remembrance of Allah)

We should glorify Allah (SWT) night and day,
especially in these last ten days of the blessed
month of Ramadan. Remembering Allah (SWT)
much through acts of dhikr brings much peace and
tranquility to the heart. It also gives us a sense of
Tagwa (Fear of Allah), a consciousness that makes
us realize that Allah Almighty (SWT) is ever near
and that we should always strive to please Him.
Allah (SWT) says in the Qur'an,

"...Verily, in the remembrance of Allah do hearts
find rest." (13:28)

and

“Remembrance of Allah indeed is the greatest
virtue.” (29:46)

8. Make much Supplication {(dua

We should be very busy in Dua as much as we can
especially in the last ten days and nights of the
blessed month of Ramadan. How unfortunate is

the one who does not make use of these last ten
nights to supplicate to his Lord.

Allah (SWT) says in the Qur’an,

"Is not He (best) who listens to the (soul)
distressed when it calls on Him, and who relieves
its suffering." (27:62)

Aisha (RA) is reported to have said, "No believer
makes Dua and it is wasted. Either it is granted
here in this world or deposited for him in the
Hereafter as long as he does not get frustrated.”

9. Seek out Laylatul Qadr {(Night of Power

So valuable is this Night of Qadr that the Quran
devotes an exclusive Surah to it “Lailatul Qadr is
better than a thousand months”. {97:3)

This one night surpasses the value of 30,000
nights. The most authentic account of the
occurrence of the Night indicates that it can occur
on any one of the last ten, odd numbered nights
of Ramadan. We should strive to stay up at least
on the odd nights of the last ten days because if
we pray on these nights then surely we would
have caught this most powerful night and this
would mean we would have a reward of 83 YEARS
OF WORSHIP!

10. Assess and evaluate yourself and make the

changes for the rest of the year!
While the practice of fasting during Ramadan is

widely followed, the instruction about self-
evaluation has largely been forgotten.
Self-evaluation means to assess where you are in
life, set goals for the future, and think of what you
can do to get there. The process of self-evaluation
makes you pro-active in directing your life. Unless
we take the initiative our lives will be shaped by
circumstances.

We need to assess ourselves and since this month
made us prevent ourselves from doing many of
the sins we may usually do why should we go back
to those sins now that we have stopped or
reduced them?

Let us continue with the good habits that we have
gained and acquired in Ramadan and take them
with us throughout the rest of the year.

May Allah (SWT) guide us all to the right path and
make us pious servants of His. Aameen.

Source: www.lIslamic-city.com





