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Attack on journalists: ‘Israeli army respects nobody’

Harsh treatment of journalists and non-violent
Palestinian protestors is the usual behavior of the
Israeli army. They violate freedom of speech and
journalists’ rights to cover events in Israel, said
Mustafa Barghouti, Palestine National Initiative.
Israeli police have assaulted an international News
Channel’s Arabic crew while they were trying to
film a controversial annual Israeli march through
Jerusalem and its Muslim quarter. The Channel’s
correspondent Dalia Nammari had to broadcast
via her mobile phone, after the crew's regular
camera was damaged by Israeli police.
Commenting on the incident a spokesperson from
the Palestine National Initiative said, “We are hurt
but not shocked at all. This is a usual behavior for
the Israeli army against journalists and against
also peaceful, non-violent Palestinian
demonstrators. They did the same thing two days
ago when we were demonstrating in Ni’lin. They
attacked us and they attacked the journalist in a
vicious way. Let us also remember that during the
last attack on Gaza less than a year ago the Israeli
army killed 18 journalists, including an Italian
journalist, in their attack on the Palestinian
people. So this violation of the freedom of
expression and violation of the rights of the
journalists to cover what happens is frequently
the behavior of the Israeli army which respects
nobody. And let me remind you that they were
celebrating the illegal annexation of East
Jerusalem, which is considered illegal by every
international law.”

Unfortunately, we don’t see much protest against
what the Israeli government, army, and police are
doing against journalists. And more than that,
there is very little information in the Western
media about the violation of media rights. So
many journalists have been killed or injured, but
unfortunately this does not get coverage in the
West, as if Israel is allowed to be above
international law and allowed to have impunity to
international law.

A spokesperson from The Union of International
journalists said “I think what you have here is a
racist apartheid system, a system of occupation
that has become the longest occupation in
modern history, more than 48 years of occupation
and a system of racial discrimination, which has
lasted for the last 67 years. Unfortunately this
behavior - occupation and the rise of apartheid - i
hurting Israel itself. The moral values are declining
and Israel is going backwards. Some of the
behavior sometimes is very fascist against people
who are non-violently protesting for their rights.
So this is a degradation that is continuing. As long
as there is an occupation, as long as a system of
apartheid and segregation is allowed to continue,
this would negatively affect everybody in this
place, Palestinians and Israelis. That is why an end
must be put to occupation and to the system of
apartheid and segregation as soon as possible. But
this would not happen unless there is sufficient
international pressure on Israel, including the use
of boycott and the divestment sanctions, as was
done to the apartheid system in South Africa.”
Courtesy: Russia Today
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