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A Travesty of Justice

Last week, which should have reminded India
of the 13th anniversary of the Gujarat
pogroms of 2002 and demanded afresh justice
for the hapless victims, instead passed as “a
season of ‘clean chits’ for the guilty”. It
withessed a mockery of justice in cases
related to the pogroms, well-documented and
widely condemned and at the same time
fact, in

brazenly botched. It was, in

continuation of the alleged tradition of

Gujarat administration, police and
investigating agencies to obstruct the course
of justice in these cases.

The Gujarat pogroms of 2002 are, and would
be remembered accordingly in the history of
the Independent India, the most horrendous
mass killings with the willing suspension of

law and order machinery. The brutal genocide

targeted against a particular religious
community claimed over 2,000 innocent
human lives and rendered homeless around

1,50,000 persons.
In some cases, the perpetrators of the
heinous crimes of loot, arson, murder and
rape during the massacre have been acquitted
by the investigating agency. In some other
cases, those declared convicts have been
granted bail. On 26 February 2015, a convict
in the 2002 Naroda Patiya massacre case,
Kripalsingh Chhabda, who was assistant to
Maya Kodnani and was accused of distributing
weapons on the day of massacre, was granted
bail. Chhabda had earlier been sentenced to a

24 vyears prison term. Last vear, Kodnani,

State Cabinet and
convict in this high-profile case, was also

former Minister in the

granted bail. Also, Vishwa Hindu Parishad

leader Babu Bajrangi has been granted
interim bail several times.

On 27 February, six people, accused in the
killing of three British citizens of Indian origin
Shakil

Mohammad Aswat — who along with others

— Saeed Dawood, Dawood and
were burned alive near Prantij town of
Gujarat’s Sabarkantha district of Gujarat, were
acquitted for “lack of evidence”.

Fake encounters alongside the infamous
massacre are part of the BJP-ruled Gujarat.
Since the party-led government came to
power at the Centre in May 2014, some police
sentenced for

officers fake encounters,

including D.G. Vanzara, have been granted
bail.

It is an irony that the guilty are being
acquitted or granted bail while human rights
activists like Teesta Setalvad and her husband
are being hounded for their efforts to seek
justice for Gujarat victims. Is the much-touted
‘oromise’ of achche din only for these accused
of barbaric, inhuman crimes?

It is high time that the apex courts of India
took suo motto action against these acquittals
and bails so that the victims might get justice,
the guilty might be given due punishment and
the confidence of people in the law and order
machinery as well as the judicial system might
be restored.

Courtesy: http://www.radianceweekly.in
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