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Countering a Counter Narrative:

‘Islam and the State’

Apropos the translated passages from one of the
books written by Mr. Javed Ahmad Ghamdi and
published in daily The News on Friday, January
23, 2015, following is a warranted rejoinder to

some of the Ideological as well as historical
distortions propagated in the article ‘Islam and

the State: a unique
amalgam of fact and fiction concerning the

A Counter Narrative’:
Islamic faith and its role in the life of individuals,
communities and the state, with total disregard

to international affairs and the current quagmire
in which a vast majority of Muslims living on

planet Earth face in the modern age.
This reprisal of the treatise translated by one Mr.
Shahzad Saleem, who we presume is an adherent

of the Ghamdi cult, borrows heavily from the
works of late Dr. Israr Ahmad, late Maulana

Gauhar Rahman, Dr. Absar Ahmad, Dr. Fazulr
Rahman and Dr. Hafiz Muhammad Zubair and is
meant to briefly elucidate the genuine teachings

of the Qur’an, the Sunnah of Allah’s Messenger
and the way that Muslims have been following

regarding this sensitive yet vital discourse for
almost a millennium and a half and is in no way
meant to demonize a person or dub his personal

beliefs flawed in to-to. It is rather meant to
provide a ‘fact-only’ alternative to the narrative

in the article in question whose
headline in itself appears more like a misnomer
than a counter.

One would have to be a cynical misanthrope to

reject everything that Mr. Ghamdi writes in his
book: Meezan. There is no doubt that numerous

religious seminaries, Islamic
movements and most religious political parties
are living in an eight-hundred vyear old world

which becomes the major obstacle in the way of
evolutionary thought and ‘ijtihad’; It is also true

construed

of our many

By: Raza ul Haq

acquiring a modern worldview in the fields of
politics, economics,
relations and so on and to blend it seamlessly
with the message of the Qur'an as an integrated

whole; It is a fact that the anarchy which is
ripping through the Muslim ‘Nations’ one after

the other has in prime occurred due to the lack

law, justice, international

of a genuine and authentic interpretation cum
implementation of Islam in the modern age; and
most certainly, proven time and again, turning

towards secularism is not part of the solution
since it is our understanding that a rule with God

in the center of it is more likely to adhere to
justice (qa’im bi al-qist) as opposed to one which
has secularism and godlessness at its core, which

is exactly what exists throughout the world
today, hence making it a bizarre blend of varied

individual beliefs living under an all-powerful
‘religiously non-religious’ roof (as secularism is a
set of beliefs and thus a religion in itself) yet

aloof of the belief systems of the peoples that it
houses, a certain recipe for disaster!

Which brings us the very premise of this
discourse: Is there a need for the establishment
of some sort of order and governance in a human

society and among various societies of human
beings? There are certain realities rooted in the

ground from which one cannot escape. Presently
the world is inhabited by around 7 billion people,
who adhere to no less than 50 different belief
systems. They also happen to have their roots

embedded in an almost similar or even greater
number of anthropological and civilizational

complexes. The world in which we live is not a
one-dimensional version of some fairytale in
which a single, closely-knit family resides; rather

it has become an embodiment of a global village,
SO proximate, be it in communication, deception

that Muslim scholars have failed abiectly in

or war and vet so distant be it in ideologies,




philosophies, religions or ways of living. There is
however a common thread among all this chaos;

conflicting ideologies and ways of life. Scholars
such as Mr. Ghamdi either fail or purposely
ignore to realize this thread or perhaps they
reside in a parallel
dimension where none of this exists. The fact is
that there has always been a system in place for
as long as civilizations have become complex and
we can historically trace the roots of empires
such as the Greeks and the Romans to times

before the advent of Christ. How ironic is it then
that the same ‘scholars’ become precipitously

rabid when one starts a discourse of the
presence of an ‘Islamic Civilization” in the not
very distant history and either simply refuse to

universe or a different

accept that any such thing ever existed, which
makes them laughing stock among historians, or

make every possible effort to belittle the role
that it played in the collective whole of the
society and passionately endeavor to reduce it to

nothing more than ‘a religion that addresses the
individual® full stop. Equally ironicis the fact that

while the secularist movement has deceived
these ‘scholars’ into believing that there is
indeed a need for a legislature, an executive and

a judiciary, systems that must be in place to
govern the populations living inside a state and

the same ‘scholars’ are equally comfortable to
accept that there are people currently squatting
in the Holy Land, overtly calling for the
restoration of a State of Israel with the

‘mythological’ Biblical Frontiers that extend from
the river Nile to the river Euphrates, yet they

the slightest
probability of the existence of any sort of
Collective System in Islam. In their eyes, thus,

while every other ideology and religion, be it
Secularism, Judaism, Protestantism, Nazism and

nonchalantly dismiss even

Neo-Nazism, Bolshevisms, Western Liberalism or
Democracy; all have the ‘right’ to establish a
System to govern people, expand into other

territories, replicate their system into other

frontiers and essentially give the State a Religion
of its own, Islam and its God do not possess that
right at alll In the naive universe that they live
probably no such thing as existential crisis and

conflict happens to be or they simply are not
familiar with the underlying philosophy of history

from the creation of Adam, the refusal of Azazil
to prostrate struggle
between good and evil that has followed since.
And vyet ironically once again, ‘they’ are

comfortable with the definition of a ‘terrorist’
given by the West and find the demonization of

before him and the

Political Islam and Muslims appealing enough to
accept and propagate!

The ten-point exposition provided by Mr. Saleem

is in a capsulated form the presentation of his,

rather his mentor’s, beliefs regarding Islam; a
treatise that is nothing short of a radically
modernist and liberal disposition, flawed to the
extent of being avant garde Islam. The entire
thrust of the write-up is in the flavor of a highly
secularized version of Islam. Through, quite
ironically (and it seems that irony keeps following
certain ‘scholars’) Mr. Ghamdi pretends not to
take secularism as the solution to our morbid
situation! At quite a few places one can easily
detect

position. On the one hand, Mr. Ghamdi upholds

internal contradictions in his stated
the decisions of a state’s parliament supreme
and valid, yet he challenges and impugnhs the
the

non-Muslims’

‘Declaration of

Qadianis as the ‘Hudud
Ordinance’, all ratified by the same institution.

‘Objectives Resolution’,

and

We believe a lot has been written in response to
the flawed interpretations of the Qur'an, the
Sunnah and the life of Muslims, both in the
individual and the collective capacities, by
various eminent scholars of Islam since his
translated treatise first appeared, but we will
take the opportunity to offer some advice to Mr.
Ghamdi and his cult. While the world is rapidly
moving towards a more integrated approach to
leadership and governance it would be wise to
ask yourself the question: Who would you rather
be governed by? A godless, secular leader based
in Washington or Jerusalem or one whose rule

has God at its core?
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