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Oh Allah, Oh my Creator, Oh my Sustainer!

Adapted and translated from an article by Orya Magbool Jan

Sheer silence had engulfed the mystic’'s assembly.
Perhaps people had lost their sense of speech since this
painfully calamitous happening had occurred. Everyone
having children of his own can feel the tremendous
pain of this gruesome carnage! History may not have

evidenced an incidence of such horror by any ‘Halaku’
where the perpetrators while watching the innocence
on the faces of those children still massacred them with
sprays of bullets. In human history bombs have been
used in wars aplenty, entire cities have been reduced

to rubble, the masses have been slaughtered but never
has a children’s school been made a specific target of
terror or a barbaric act played in their midst, involving
them as the victims. History had told us that there was
little or no custom of handing out brutal punishments

before the Mongol race came to center stage from
Mongolia and Asia Minor. They were the ones who
introduced us to many forms of torture: stuffing the
skin with hey, blinding the enemy by using metal
needles, cutting and sawing live humans to their death;
but even the innovators of such torture had never

singled out a bunch of children for slaughter. It’s not
that children have never become collateral damage in
wars before. There may have been instances when
children died in the arms of their parents, they may
have become the unintended consequence of the

damage done by a bomb, They may even have suffered
a major calamity together such as being killed in afire
or by drowning or in an earthquake while at school.
However, in all such incidences they may have had the
opportunity to hold each other’s hands and speak to

one other in solace, be it for the shortest of moments.

The most horrendous scene that | ever saw was in six
photographs showing a Palestinian child with his
father. Some photographer may have captured these
moments through the lens of his camera as they
transpired. The first picture shows a Palestinian man

and his son trying to take cover in a small shop from
indiscriminate Israeli fire. The second one shows the
visible shaken child trying to cuddle to his father. In the
third picture the father is giving assurance to his son.
The fourth picture shows the child hit by a bullet. The

fifth one shows the child moaning in pain in his father’s
ap while in the sixth, the child is dead while the father
is a picture of utter helplessness. The story depicted in
those series of pictures haunted me for years and even
today when | recall them, my heart stops a beat. But

the calamity that occurred in Peshawar was such that
the children did not even have the comfort of dvine

feeling the warmth of the lap of their fathers! Merely
the thought of some murderers entering an auditorium
carrying weapons, a place where children are occupied
with themselves, and then the whole scene is changed
into a heinous bloodbath; even without going into the

complete details, one’s mind freezes — unable to think
beyond that moment. | have never read a more horrific
and horrendous event in human history. | have read
about families killed, murdered, slaughtered, but
always together at the last breath, helpless and

rendered docile. But in this instance helplessness and
docility became the fate of these children alone. There
have been cases of child abductions for ransom,
children who were later murdered, but all throughout
there was always a kindle of hope for survival, that

maybe just maybe some would come to their rescue. In
Russia 280 children were killed when Chechen rebels
barged into a school in Basalan. But those children
were killed while being caught up in the cross fire
between the Russian Army and the Chechen rebels. In
that case the children must still have had the hope of

surviving, thinking that the skirmish will end soon; but
in our case the children saw nothing but death till
death actually took over — no solace, no respite, no
guardian angel — the only sight was eyes breathing fire
and guns spraying bullets.

Sheer silence had engulfed the mystic’s assembly.
Everyone was muted. No one had ever imagined that
human beings could ever become so savage and
bloodthirsty. The perpetrators of the Peshawer
massacre claim to be believers of that messenger of

Allah (SAW) who when made the people of Makkah
who had come to fight him in the battle of Badr
prisoners of war and their hands were tied with rope,
felt restless when he heard sounds of some of the
POWSs grunting in pain. He (SAW) said to his
companions that if they deemed it fit the ropes trying
the POWs could be loosened to make them feel a bit
more comfortable. This was his (SAW) behavior
towards the men he had captured a few hours ago in
the battlefield and who had spent no less than thirteen
years of their lives creating a mountain of hurt for him.

When | read the email sent by Mohammad Khorasani,
which had been forwarded to every known journalist in
the country, it made me ponder whether these people
have never heard any parable of the Qur'an or instance
from the Sunnah pertaining to pity, forgiveness and
affection towards children? What ordinance of Allah
(SWT) and His messenger (SAW) allows blind revenge?




Revenge in fact is the root of barbarism and tribal

enmity which our Prophet (SAW) came to abolish and
then went on to pronounce on the day of his (SAW)
final Pilgrimage, “The idols of your tribal enmity and
revenge have been shattered underneath my feet”. Do
these murderers think that they will be rewarded with

paradise for re-erecting the same idols shattered
beneath the feet of our Prophet (SAW)? Never — they
are grossly mistaken. So you say that you have taken
revenge in accordance with the ‘Pashtun Tradition’, but
does ‘Pashtun Tradition’ allow slaughtering women and

children?

The piercing silence in the Mystic’s assembly was still
persistent when | broke it by asking ‘Till when?’ He told
me to read that verse of Surah At-Taghabun, “And no
calamity can come unless there is permission from
Allah.” (At-Taghabun: 11) | asked if it really was a
calamity. He retorted by reminding me of that verse of
Surah Al-Anam that | oft repeat, “Say (O Muhammad)
that He (SWT) has the power to send calamity unto you
from above you or from beneath you or by causing
infighting amongst you so that each party would bear
the brunt of the suffering caused by the other.” (Al-
Anam: 65) | asked we have already suffered enough,
borne the brunt of each other’s power and revenge, so
is there now a way out? He replied, "when this verse
was revealed unto the Prophet (SAW), he held his hand
up and Supplicated that O Allah, O The Ultimate
Enforcer, | beg of your mercy by thy divine
countenance of the calamity that you propel on us by
dividing us into infighting groups.” The Mystic
continued and asked "have you ever even considered
following this Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah (SAW)?
Has our nation ever cried their hearts out, prostrated,
begged for Allah’s Mercy and reported collectively?
Have we even admitted that O Allah (SWT) we are
unable to bear the brunt of this calamity that has
befallen us and repented collectively? Have Mercy on
us. Have you ever taken to the streets for that cause
like you do to light candles for the deceased? All you
have to do is give it a try? Allah (SAW) is our sustainer,
our source of compassion and merciful. He has
promised that he heals broken hearts, feeds the hungry
and gives soothing in times of terror. He is always
calling unto us, inviting us to salvation, saying that why
did not any of you become like the tribe of Prophet
Yunus (AS) whom we spared and forgave when they
asked for forgiveness.” | kept staring at the Mystic’s
face; spellbound. Outside there were people lighting
candles to show their sympathies. The tears in my eyes
started to flicker like candlelight. | begged to the
Creator (SWT) for one favor alone — Would that these
hands that are lighting candles be turned into those
which shape up for supplication to You (SWT), so that
Your (SWT) wrath on us would fade away and we could
return to peace inthe season of conflict. Verily, itis You
(SWT) alone who gives tranquility during times of terror
and savagery. (Courtesy: Daily Express)
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