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The struggle of Imran Khan and
the way the Prophets (AS)

In the current times, despite the plethora of
differences among its people, at least one
notion is accepted by all: their homeland,
Pakistan, is 1n its worst economic and political
turmoil. The affluent intellectuals whimsically
debate on the causes and the remedies. The
leamed muddleclass and the traditional
businessmen, well aware of their mlers’
character, have tacitly reconciled with the
corrupt system and have humbled their
demands to mere economic stability. The poor,
already overwhelmed by the living cost, can
no longer be satisfied with mere promises of
the trickle-down effects of the “mega-projects’
while they see that the rulers are already
enjoying luxury.

In such an hour, the charismatic leader, Imran
Khan, 1s seen as a beacon of hope. The
legendary cricketer and the founder of the
charity Cancer hospital (Shaukat Khanum
Memorial Hospital), with decades of his tiring
political struggle for his nation, has become
the mouthpiece of the poor and the young
against the fraudulent rulers. However, the
religious-minded are hesitant to support his
political cause. Even though his call to nise for
justice is familiar to their conscience, and
while his passion and sincenty allures them,
yet there are some 1ssues that hinder them to
join hands with him. What follows is an
unbiased analysis of these issues.

The pnmary among these is the naive belief

By Imran Chapara

his salvation i1s m merely following the
dogmatic religious rituals as stated in the
Quran and the Sunnah. However, religion and
politics were never separate from each other.
The 25" verse of Surah Al-Hadeed clearly
states that the purpose of every prophet was
the establishment of justice among men, while
in the 15" verse of Surah Ash-Shoora, Prophet
Mohammad (SAW) declares “...1
commanded that I should do justice among
you...” The Quran also invokes the believers
to stand for justice irrespective of the cost they
have to pay for it: “...0 you who believe!
Stand out firmly for justice, as witnesses to
Allah...” (Surah An-Nisa: 135), and this stand
will obviously be against the status quo,
which, in this age has been the cause of almost

all injustice. The Messenger of Allah (SAW)1s
reported to have said that whoever among you
sees evil, he should stop 1t by his hand (by
force). If he lacks strength, he should stop it by
his tongue (verbally), and if he is unable to do

even that, then he should at least feel 1ll about
it in his heart (rather than reconciling with it)

and that 1s the lowest level of faith. In another
narration, proclamation of truth in front of an
oppressive ruler is mentioned among the
greatest of Jihads by the Prophet (SAW).

Another concern is that Imran Khan is not a
religious man, so following him cannot be
considered as piety. Even though this claim
heavily rests upon our own 1image of

alll

that a Muslim need not involve in politics as

religiosity, there 1s some weight in this




criticism. While, Islam rejects human
judgment regarding the level of faith in
another’s heart, as Quran states, “...Everyone
acts according to his own disposition: but your
Lord Allah knows best who it is that is best
guided on the Way." (Surah Al-Isra: 84), Islam
also ascribes the love of Allah (SWT) as the
fundamental criterion for merit and leadership:
“...follow the way of the one who has turned
himself towards Me...” (Surah Al-Lugman:
15) and “...do not obey the one whose heart
We have made heedless of Our remembrance,
and who has followed his desire and whose
behavior has exceeded the limits.” (Surah Al-
Kahaf: 28). Thus, judging piety 1s essential to
choosing a leader, and his attire and practice
do aid in that judgment. For our judgment
regarding Imran Khan, it might help to
remember that Allama Muhammad Igbal and
Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah were
also revered and followed by sound religious
scholars and Muslim masses in the struggle for
the creation of the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan, despite their outwardly worldly and
non-religious appearance.

The strongest argument against Mr. Khan,
however, emerges from the departure of his
policies from the central teachings of Islam
and the priority afforded to them by him and
his political party (Pakistan Tahreek-e-Insaaf
PTI). The Prophets (AS) always began with a
call to the worship of Allah (SWT) and
warning about the Hereafter. Even if the
establishment of justice in this world 1s
synonymous to worship of only one God, call
towards Allah (SWT) needs to be explicit
otherwise polytheism will crawl in. For
example, Imran Khan purports democracy as
our sole remedy, whereas absolute sovereignty

majority: “...If you obey the majornty of those
on earth, they will make you lose the way of
Allah...” (Surah Al-Anaam: 116). Thus, it
should be explicitly mentioned in his political
party’s manifesto that authority of the majority

will be sought within boundaries of Islam.
Lack of mention of the Hereafter further
signifies this difference.

Quran describes the modus agendi and modus
operandi of a potential Muslim ruler: “...1f We
establish them in the land, establish regular
prayer and give regular charity, enjoin the
right and forbid wrong...” (Al-Hajj: 41). The
manifesto of PTL, on the other hand, makes
little or no mention of, for example, the
regulation of prayers, the eradication of riba
(interest) from the economy or the elimination
of immodesty and promiscuity from the
society.

One major sign of departure from Islam is the
fact that, like any democratic leader, the
politics of Mr. Khan and his struggle is linited
to the amendment or the removal of the rulers
alone, while the evils that have pervaded in the
masses due to the prevalent systems are

altogether ignored. The masses are never
criticized because democratic leaders can’t
afford to displease the voters. In contrast, the
struggle of all Prophets (AS) was always as
rigorous against the flawed beliefs and
traditions of the people as they were against
the corruption of the elite. If Imran Khan’s
struggle is such that he cannot criticize the
youth for their indulgence in drugs, dance,
music, vulgarity and even heresy, then, surely,
his struggle cannot be considered to be
synonymous to the struggle of the Prophets
(AS). Any similarity of his struggle with that
of the Prophets (AS) 1s merely a ghimmer of
light in the sea of darkness and nothing more.




