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ISIS used to be al-Qaeda in Iraq

The Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIS also called ISIL and DAiSh in Arabic) used to
have a different name: al Qaeda n Iragq.

US troops and allied Sunni militias defeated al Qaeda 1n Iraq during the post-2006 "surge" — but

1t didn't destroy them. The US commander in Iraq, General Ray Odiemo, described the group 1n
2010 as down but "fundamentally the same." In 2011, the group rebooted. ISIS successfully

freed a number of prisoners held by the Iraqi government and, slowly but surely, began
rebuilding their strength.

[SIS and al-Qaeda divorced in February 2014. "Over the years, there have been many signs that

the relationship between al Qaeda Central (AQC) and the group's strongest, most unruly
franchise was strained,” Barack Mendelsohn, a political scientist at Haverford College, writes.

Their relationship "had always been more a matter of mutual interests than of shared 1deology.”

According to Mendelsohn, Syria pushed that relationship to the breaking point. ISIS claimed that

it controlled Jabhat al-Nusra, the official al-Qaeda splinter 1n Syria, and defied orders from al-
Qaeda's leader, Ayman al-Zawahiri, to back off. "This was the first time a leader of an al-Qaeda

franchise had publicly disobeyed" a movement leader, he says. ISIS also defied repeated orders
to kill fewer civilians 1n Syria, and the tensions led to al-Qaeda disavowing any connection with

[SIS 1n a February communique.

Other Factors and Goals of ISIS
Latest updates as of 18" June 2014

1- Today, ISIS and al-Qaecda compete for influence over Islamist groups around the world.

2- Some experts believe ISIS may overtake al-Qaeda as the most influential group 1n this
arca globally.

3- ISIS wants to establish a caliphate

4- Their goal since being founded 1in 2004 has been remarkably consistent: found a hardline
Sunni Islamic state.

5- Today, ISIS holds a fair amount of territory mn both Iraq and Syrna - a mass roughly the
size of Belgium.

6- Perhaps the single most important factor in ISIS' recent resurgence is the conflict between

[raq1 Shias and Iraqi Sunnis. ISIS fighters themselves are Sunnis, and the tension between
the two groups 1s a powerful recruiting tool for ISIS.

7- The crisis in Syria 1s one of the most important reasons why ISIS grew capable of

mounting such an effective attack on the Iraqi government. The basic reason i1s that ISIS
has a really important base in Syria

8- Unlike some other Islamist groups fighting in Syria, ISIS doesn't depend on foreign aid to
survive. In Syria, they've built up something like a mini-state: collecting the equivalent of
taxes, selling electricity, and exporting o1l to fund i1ts militant activities.

9- The Western powers are now concerned about the control over large arcas having oil
reserves.

10- ISIS 1s also being supported by the Kurdish Liberation Front.

11- Many observers believe that the next target for Obama will be ISIS.
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