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Post-Modern influence on Muslim society

[rrespective of what our conception of our self 1s,
whether we can think above and beyond the
society and themes of our times, we are interwoven

in the flux of human experience that 1s produced
by the 1deas of our times. Our conception of self

and relationship with reality and society 1s a direct
consequence of this,
The entre human progress 1n ideas and thought

since the dawn of “‘civilization” has been a reaction
to the circumstances the thought produces resulting

into a chain reaction of circumstances and
philosophy that have through ttime and again
driven man towards a conception of reality that 1s

more mstinctive and sensorial. Where, mntellect
only serves to justify the overwhelming will and

desire of the self in his pursuit of controlhng his
sphere of reality.

Post-Modem philosophy that dominates the art and
culture of our imes by means of a market driven

acsthetics (TV, Internet, Arts, Architecture and
Technology) gives the individual the illusion of

driving ther own meaning of life and reality. That,
what 1s sacred will be will determined by the self,
based on his own passions and that his ability to

reason will only serve to justify his own passions.
This means that f a man derives pleasure 1n

homosexual behaviour; it 1s meaningful and good
for him, as he 1s the author of his own morality.
Whereas, a man spending the entire night 1n

penitence 18 equal (in the post-modern framework)
to the former as he finds meaning in his own way.

Contemporary society and the place 1t 1s headed 1s
a society disconnected from reality as it is subdued
in the 1magination or cognitive experience derived
through pleasure by means of technology and
modern arts that surrounds him through the process
of globalization (creatng a modem life world by
establishing a modern rationality). Where, rather
than to seek pleasure the plecasure secks him

through the marketing mechanism. Since
technology and modern arts are dominated by a

global pursuit of capital therefore what 1s
meaningful will aiways be derived through a vessel

Omer bin Ahsan

that 1s value laden with the pursuit of pleasure,
freedom and progress. A modem man lives in the
illusion that he 15 defning his own meaning and

conception of reality. To exist n such a society and
to be part of this global wave while being Muslims

s to carve out a place of Islam within this
overarching structure. This creates a value conflict
where contemporary discourse 1s freedom seeking

and determines the value of good on the basis of
“too each his own” .

Where contemporary discourses determine the
world as an end 1n 1tself, Islamic Tradition deems
the world as the means to an end, the end being the

Hereafter. Where contemporary discourse pursues
rights and equality, Islamic tradition demands

following of Prophet (saw) and the scholarly
fradition dertved from him (saw).

The essential threat from a an epidemic that has
afflicted post-colonial Muslhim societies 1s the re-
crafting of Islam 1n light of modern interpretation
by breaking away from the Prophetic (saw)
scholarly tradition (whose maintenance and
preservation Allah has taken upon Himself). In the
Post-Modern age this breakmg away 1s more

dangerous as an individual Muslim seeks to derive
what 1s meaningful to him 1n Islam and take only

the portions that fits in the structure of reality that
he has created for himself (as the master of his own
morality), without recognizing that his structure 1s

a product of a thought and history that denies the
existence or need to have a God. The real battle of

the age 1s not just the one that 1s being fought
against Imperialist occupation of Mushim lands or
the pursuit for restoration of  Islamic world
domination but the prevention of this effort to
Protestantize Islam at the hand of Mushms who

arc creating an antir-thesis against a mythical

Papacy in Islam that never existed.
What 1s required i1s not reconstruction or revision

of Islamic thought but merely reconnection fo the
body of Islam both in structure and 1deas as that
body is preserved by the guarantees of Allah.



