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We Required a MBA/BA/FA
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Decision Management
Consultants (DMC)
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Views about the Annual Congregation 2014 of

Tanzeem-e-Islami expressed by a ‘Habib’

Allah Akbar! Allah Akbar! The sound of the
Igamah echoed through the Karachi Cantonment
Railway station. At several places along the
plattorm, groups of people, young and old,
spontaneously gathered together, and performed
the Asr prayer — their faces evidencing their
excitement and hope for Allah’s special Rahmah as
they awaited the Shalimar Express’s arrival to take
them to the Tanzeem-e-Islami’s  Annual
Congregation in Bahawalpur. The scene reminded
me of airports where Hujja) are departing for
Makkah to perform their sacred duty.

I had never been to an Ijtimah and did not quite
know what to expect. My decision to attend the
[jtimah — besides the encouragement of our
teachers (I am a student of Qur’an Learning
Course, Year 1) and the obvious learning benefit of
listening to many learned speakers — was to seek
answers to some questions that I had. How
organized was Tanzeem-e-Islami? Were the goals
and aspirations of the Karachi chapter the same as
those of the Lahore Markaz and other parts of
Pakistan? How well did the Tanzeem understand
the ground realities 1n Pakistan and the world over?
How diverse was the Tanzeem’s membership and
leadership?

Four of us 1" year students were blessed to share
the raillway compartment with Nauman Akhtar
Sahib, our teacher of Munthakab Nisab. His
frankness about his personal life and how he came
about dedicating himself to Allah’s (SWT) cause
was inspiring and a great chance to understand the
person behind the persona.

On reaching Bahawalpur, buses ferried us to the
[jtimah camp where a large tent-city had been
constructed on the shore of the river Sutlej, to
accommodate the 4000 or so attendees. Security
was extremely tight with the camp, its perimeter
and 1ts entrance guarded by armed policemen
round the clock. It was supplemented by Tanzeem
Rufaga from different Halgas, who had come from
all over Pakistan, allocated to guard duty, moving
around the camp, wearing customized jackets and

Ahmad Moin (Student of QLC, Defence Karachi)

caps. Similarly, some Rufaga were allocated the
food-serving duty to ensure that food was served
on time and 1n an organized manner 1n each tent.

Each tent had its own group leader, charged with
the responsibility of keeping the tent organized,
clean, pleasant and welcoming.

Several tube wells provided adequate water for
wudu facilities as well as to the washrooms, which
were aplenty. The sight of so many people
performing wudu en-masse at 6 AM, under the
open sky, in the misty cold 10°C conditions was an
unforgettable sight.

The topic of the Ijtimah was ** Love of the Prophet
(SAW) and its obligations”. Tanzeem members of
all ages, from all over Pakistan, spoke eloquently
and passionately for 3 days on the subject,
emphasizing the importance of the Sunnah as a
integral aspect of our Deen. Allah (SWT) has
demanded of us to follow the teachings of the
Prophet (SAW). He has blessed us with the Holy
Qur’an and sent us His Prophet (SAW) as a human
role model par excellence, to teach us how to live
our lives 1n this temporary world in accordance
with His (SWT) commandments, so that He may
be pleased with us and we may be saved from the
Hellfire on the Day of Judgment, thus becoming ot
those chosen for the Paradise.

Today, as 1n the past, efforts are afoot by
misguided individuals and organisations to
discount the Sunnah of the Prophet (SAW) and
emphasize of the Qur’an in 1solation. This 1s a
grave mistake and contrary to the teachings of
Allah (SWT) as elaborated in the Qur’an itself.
Man’s salvation 1s possible only when he follows
the teachings of the Qur’an AND those of the
Prophet (SAW). This is only possible when we
study not just the Qur’an but also the Prophet’s
Seerah. This then has to be complemented by an
industrious study of the lives and decisions made
by the Rightly-guided Caliphs. Historical accounts
of pious Muslims who followed, 1s an added
bonus.




During the Ijtimah heartwarming cum and
heartbreaking examples of how he (SAW) lived his
life were presented; the divine simplicity of his
lite, the beauty of his character, his loving yet firm
dealings with his family, friends, associates,
subordinates, as well his enemies. When the world
was at his feet, the mention of his own home not
having enough to eat, how he had to move aside
Aisha’s (RA) feet in order to make enough space
in his very small Hujra to lay his head in
prostration, how he forgave rather prayed for his
enemies, brought many in the audience to tears, a
testimony to the love we have for him (SAW). In
these difficult times when man has gone astray by
not following the teachings of Allah (SWT) and
the Qur’an, 1t 1s inescapably important to study the
Seerah ot the Prophet (SAW) to understand what
he would have wanted us to do 1in our present
situation.

The Ijimah ended with emphasis on the necessity
for Muslims to work collectively towards their
goal of establishing Allah’s (SWT) writ 1n this
world, based on the Qur’an and Sunnah. Many of
the questions I had about Tanzeem-e-Islami were
answered. It 1s a Jama’ah rooted firmly in the true
ideological basis of our Deen, with a wide and
diverse membership sharing a common vision. I
thank Allah (SWT) for providing me the
opportunity to attend the Ijtimah and I seek His
(SWT) help in implementing on my own self the
things I learnt, as a starter.
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