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The Good Cop switches roles: Another Sleight of Hand (Part Il of 11)

Some of Shahbaz Sharif and his party’s choice
as caretaker CM, Najam Sethi’s quotes on
record include:

e ‘Most journalists 1nsist that this 1s
America’s war and not Pakistan’s war and
argue that if American troops were to
withdraw from Afghanistan, the Taliban
would simply melt away. “*No Muslim can
commit acts of terrorism against fellow
Muslims”, they insist. This 1s an example

of misplaced thinking 1n Pakistan.......
(address iIn WAN-IFRA conference)

e ‘Allama Igbal did not present a vision for
Pakistan as a separate country at Allahbad
address 1n 1930. Instead he asked for
autonomous states with Muslim majority
within an Indian federation........’

e ‘Jinnah wanted to establish such a secular
and constitutional state in which Islamic

clergy and Sharta would have no
role....... ’

e ‘Jinnah never even used the term
"1deology” 1n any of his addresses. The

phrase ‘Pakistan Ideology’ and Pakistan as
an ‘Islamic State’ were largely defined by
General Zia-ul-Haq during his Martial
" (Blatant lie)

e ‘During the migration at Independence,
Muslims were equally guilty of
committing atrocities against Hindu and
Sikh  populations........ " (Is there a
psychiatrist in the studio?) (from Aapas Ki
Baat)

And then the black day arrived when a

smiling Shahbaz Sharif handed over the

‘baton’ to Mr. Sethi who settled in

immediately in his new ‘job’.

There are others backing Mr. Sharif’s etforts

to ‘promote’ 1nstead of ‘abolish’ secularism,

liberalism, vulgarity, and promiscuity in our
country, with the broadcasting of uncouth and
licentious Turkish Dramas on TV being only

Ibn-e-Abdul Haq

‘a minor case 1n point’. We quote from the

following vocal elements of the so-called

‘intelligentsia’ of Pakistan who have put the

barrel of their guns on Mr. Sharit’s shoulders,

with the latter agreeing gleetully to do their
dirty work:

e There are successtul models of secularism
in the world. Pakistan has to choose among
the American model, the French model or
the Turkish model. But 1t cannot be a
theocracy. (Asma Jahangir, lawyer and
human rights activist)

¢ Secularism and liberalism have proven to
be the most successtul political systems in
history of the world, so there 1s no need to
give any further evidence in their favor.
(Amir Zia, Editor The News)

e There are so many different religions and
interpretation of those relhigions. The best
way 1s to keep religion out of politics and
the state. (Yasser Latif Hamdani,
author and columnist)

e Religion may have been the political way
of the old ages, but in the 21st century
Pakistan needs a more liberal and secular
approach to politics to compete with the
world. (Harris Khalique, poet and
columnist)

e In secular countries, Muslims have total
freedom of religious practice. In Islamic
countries, the minorities are treated badly.
(Pervez Hoodbouy, Professor at LUMS,
whom even his students hate for foul-
mouthing Islam and Pakistan.)

e An Islamic state will lead to polygamy

and brutal punishments, which are not
acceptable 1n today's world. (Ayesha

(anti-army)  Jalal, author and
columnist)

e Secularism g1ves freedom and
enlightenment to the people, while

religion takes it awa (Professor Mehdl




Hassan — with his trademark schoolboy
scholarship at work)

e All secular countries of the world are
developed and are morally more correct
than 'Islamic States'. (Almost all seculars,
when running out of arguments)

e Secularism brings peace to the world,
which religion brings hatred. (By this
time, one can see the rage effusing from
their mouths)

e Pakistan’'s religious parties have not been
able to help Pakistan develop, rather only
caused extremism and terrorism. The only
option now 1s for the secular parties to
develop Pakistan. (Our favorite one -
terrorism and extremism had to jump in

at some point!)
We conclude on the note that CM Shahbaz
Sharif, a member of the party that created

Pakistan in 1947 to be a bit more retrospective
and remember the following words of its
founder, Quaid-e-Azam  Muhammad Al
Jinnah — a plain and lucid aversion of the
western worldview with no Doublethink or
Doublespeak — 1rom the speech he made
during the opening ceremony of the State

Bank ot Pakistan where he famously said,

“] shall watch with keenness the work of
your research organization in evolving
banking practices compatible with Islamic
ideas of social and economic life. The
economic system of the West has created
almost insoluble problems for humanity
and to many of us it appears that only a
miracle can save it from disaster that is not
facing the world. It has failed to do justice
between man and man and to eradicate
friction from the international field. On the
contrary, it was largely responsible for the
two world wars in the last half century. The
adoption of Western economic theory and
practice will not help us in achieving our
goal of creating a happy and contended
people. We must work our destiny in our
own way and present to the world an
economic system based on true Islamic
concept of equality of manhood and social
justice.”
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