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Drones, Death, Destruction and Deception

We are the unfortunate people to have been
unabatedly experiencing drone strikes resulting
In deaths and destruction. Since our respective
governments during the whole last decade tailed
to stop the enemy’s aggression, Imran Khan, the
Chairman of P11 showed some guts to block the
route of the NATO supply through KPK,
recording the sentiments of the people against
the cruelty of the US led Alhance. It 1s a way of
protest of a nation whose governments in the
Center could not protect their life and property
from the aftliction of a mighty enemy — yet
calling itselt our ally. Everyone has a right to
disagree with the manner of conducting politics
and the way of thinking of the Leader of the PTI
but he 1s the only person amongst the lot who
gave a practical shape to the feelings of the
masses. He was able to unite the people to stand
In protest against the atrocities of the US led
assault on the hapless victims. This bold step of
Imran has won tor him the hearts of the people.

It 1s heartbreaking episode that the drones which
are responsible for the death and destruction of
our people have been covertly permitted by our
respective governments including the incumbent
rulers. General (r) Shahid Aziz a comrade of the
ex-President Musharrat has explicitly disclosed
in his book that Pervez Musharrat had stuck out
a deal with the CIA 1n 2004, to allow US Secret
Agency’s network in Pakistan to secretly and
shamefully carry out drone strikes on our soil.
These facts have been time and again expressed
by the American media and the members of
American  Congress as well.  Zardart’s
government, the successor of Musharrat also
followed suite with the same spirit of American
servility with willful appeasement to the
aggression and of course to protect his power in
office as the president of the country. The
Zardar1 followed the policy of duality, covertly
supporting and overtly protesting against the
drone strikes violating our sovereignty blatantly.

Muhammad Faheem

The highest man 1n the echelon of power in our
Political Arena had told Mike Mullen, “We are
least worried about the ‘collateral damage’
caused due to the drone strikes on our so1l” The
Western media 1s on record to have disclosed the
statement ot the Ex-Prime Minister Yousaf Raza
Gillani, “Keep on the drone attacks! Our
apparent protests should not be a reason of worry
for you”.

The general masses of Pakistan had attached
great hopes with the incumbent rulers that they
would take serious steps and do something to
stop the atrocities of the US drone program and
its implications for our peaceful citizens through
mass killings but they took a U-turn in private to
what they expressed in public, when not in
power. People believed that they will take a bold
step and will gradually come out of the
“American war on terror’ but all the hopes were
dashed when Zardar’s successor Mr. Nawaz
Sharit and his cronies acted no ditferently. The
same old game of hypocrisy where the the
official statements of the PML-N leadership
express rage on the drones, while privately,
another deal seems to have been fixed. Be 1t
Pervez Rashid, Rana Sanaullah, Mushahidullah
Khan, Ishaq Dar or Rana Tanveer — they all are
parroting 1n their master’s voice and dancing to
the American tune. PML-N has proven yet again
that 1t 1s best in the politics of our country to
hide their timidity, inaction and weaknesses
under the cover of what 1s named as ‘ground
reality’. Their ‘power’ and stay 1in governance 1s
‘guarenteed’ 1n that case.

However, this war was never ours but has now
been imposed on us due to our own wrong
policies and timid approach on international
matters, particularly relating to the US, NATO
and India. What we need are bold leaders who
can call a spade a spade. If that does not happen
In the near future, we are heading to a massive
catastrophe.



