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Imam Ghazali: Minhaj ul Abideen - Introduction — Part 1

Imam Ghazali (RA) has had a profound impact in
the understanding of Islamic theory epistemology
/philosophy of knowledge due to his critical
approach towards distinguishing all falsehood that
has pervaded knowledge, overshadowing the
truth, and now encroaches on the territory of
Islamic knowledge or pretentiously wears an
Islamic shroud, when in essence stands in for the
rejection of Allah’s Omnipotence. This sinister
dominance of Intellect has served to deny Allah or
at the least hijacked Allah’s Deen towards a
pseudo-practical religion that is reconcilable with
the spirit of the age, emphasizing vigorously on
‘humanism’. Ali (RA) said that Satan cannot create
goodness but he can add evil into it. However, the
subscribers of Intellect, in the development of the
theory of knowledge or signifying how Revealed
knowledge will be interpreted, have always
subscribed to Ali’s (RA) maxim that do not see
who says it but what is said. The misuse of this
assertion outside the realms of Islamic Tradition
and Tagqwa has allowed the subscribers of pseudo-
Intellect to make ridiculous contentions in the
domains of Ontology, Epistemology, Ethics and
Interpretation of the Historical Islamic experience.

But this paper is not about the defeat of
Mutazilites and nor is it about developing the
Ghazalian critique and his vigor in the modern age
to refute Modern/Post-Modern intellectuals and
Islamic reformists. That debate is of a scholarly
context, one that is best left for someone who has
mastered Ghazalian critique and understands the
depths of Modern/Post Modern philosophy,
notwithstanding its significance in these times.

Interestingly Ghazali’s (RA) work too has been
hijacked by Modernist or Reformists who
overemphasize Ghazali’s (RA) final embrace of
Tasawuff as the way forward for Muslims by
limiting Islam’s collective demands as outdated or
absolutist. However, any Traditionalist scholar
going through his works will easily recognize that
Ghazali (RA) did not take the path of Spiritualism
in the individualistic and vulgar manifestation that

Omer bin Ahsan

we witness today in the form of Shrine, Music and
Drug culture, which in my view is no more than
cloaking intellectual escapism with Sufism and has
served only to malign the work of Tagwa and
Shariah abiding Ahl e Tasawwuf.

Ghazali’s books “lhya ul Uloom ud Din (Revival of
the Religious Sciences)” and “Minhaj ul Abideen
(The Best Way of the Worshippers)” served to
debunk pseudo-Intellect and sought to revive the
Traditional scope of and the attitude towards
religious knowledge. In developing this approach
he successfully presented the tools for critically
examining ideas alien to Islam and subsequently
limit the possibility of knowledge within the
boundaries of Islamic Tradition.

What is needed now by Islamic Traditionalists is
an understanding of these principles and further
develop these and other such tools from
traditional sources to vindicate their viewpoint
and contest Post-Modernism, apology in the name
of Reformism, Secularism, Capitalism, Liberalism,
Urban Cosmopolitanism and an essentially
distorted Modernist version of Post Islamism. But
the scope and ingestion of all this, is the work of
the stalwarts in these fields and not for common
consumption.

The crisis of the age is not just confined to who
overpowers whom — Traditionalist or Reformist —,
but the practical demonstration of ‘there is no
god’” within our individual conscience and
collective conscience, that the demigods of
intellect and ego, the love of the immediacy of
results, Satanic invitations, desires of the flesh, the
rule of Capital and the servitude to ‘freedom’ shall
all be rejected and abandoned absolutely and
unconditionally in everything that are becoming
the natural instincts and expectations of man.

It is only after the acceptance of limited human
periphery — weakness and inability to provide any
universal maxim — that he admits defeat in his
own capacity to become a demigod and develops
an attitude of recognizing the Ultimate Reality —
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Allah — Who in His Infinite Mercy sends us His
Guidance, The Quran in the heart of His
Messenger Muhammad saw) for the complete
guidance of mankind leaving no room for doubt.

In the present age, the free floating anxiety and
perverse sense of conscience caused by
globalization, the educational system and an
unbridled media, makes an impact on our
consciousness. An all-out concentration towards
the World and the resultant attitude towards life
produces a society that is structured on everything
that posits itself against the submission to Allah
whereas in that collective sphere we as Muslims
are seeking submission or else forced to submit.
This ‘value conflict” in a society structured on the
foundations of the consciousness of this world
alone in comparison to an individual trying to
position himself towards a better Hereafter
creates a dilemma almost impossible to resolve.
Moreover, the human spirit with its innate nature
attracted to ‘good’, by default bound to the
Obedience of Allah, finds itself in a state of conflict
when he is trapped in a body politic and a society
that is in constant rebellion against the Creator.

In this affliction, the Conception of Reality
(Ontology) and Knowledge (Epistemology) derived
thereof by both the individual and the collective
consciences must both be allies in the constant
appreciation that Allah is watching us and we will
meet him in the Hereafter. Only then will this
dilemma be contentedly and satisfactorily
resolved. Overemphasis on one and abandoning
the other was not the attitude of the Prophet
(SAW) and His Foremost Companions (RA).

This practical demonstration, individually and
collectively, along with the scholarly movement of
the Ulema will create the impetus to overcoming
the challenges of the present age and beyond.
Without the purification of the self, preparing for
the Hereafter and embracing a practical and
emotional bond to this collective vision, we
cannot realize any revolutionary dream for the
revival of Islam. To make it simple, it has to
penetrate the heart through the head and
overwhelm it with the Fear of Allah and the Hope
of His Help and Forgiveness.

In The series of seven essays to follow, this is a
summarized presentation of Imam Ghazali’s
Minhaj ul Abideen in which the tools he has
defined for benefitting a Soul battling against the
afflictions and trials that come its way. The
summary shall be explained in the context of
present challenges in order to develop the
awareness that the world will continue hurling
new afflictions to deflect Muslims from their
obligations and each time they must rearm
themselves to resist them using the Traditional
sources and methods of resisting evil.

When the individual is capable of recognizing and
battling the affliction of his time, only then will the
collective body (Hizb Allah)} have the capacity to
overpower the rebellion against Islam.

(To be continued in part2.....)
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