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LOSING OUR RELIGION - (Part 2)

In another narration, Sayyidna Usama bin Zayd,
may Allah be pleased with him, says, “The
Messenger of Allah — peace and blessings upon
him — sent us to [fight] a group of people from the
Juhayna tribe. | came across a person and was
about to spear him, when he shouted, ‘There is no
deity but Allah.” [without paying any heed] |
speared him and killed him. When | returned and
informed the Prophet, he said, ‘You killed him
even though he testified that there is no deity but
Allah?’ | said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, he did that
only to save himself.” He asked, ‘Why did you not
split his heart [to verify your assumption]?’”
(Bukhari, Muslim). Commentators claim that the
last part of the narration expresses a tone of
censure and indignation. Sayyidna Usama offers a
perfectly logical justification for killing the man.
But the Prophet condemns the act by saying that if
the tribesman had made the declaration of
shahadah, who were you to mock the authenticity
or the validity of his declaration by killing him? Did
you tear open his heart to verify if he was telling
the truth? So even if the tribesman said the
shahadah, in the very last minute of his life, who
were you to judge? This narration shows us that
faith is a choice made by the heart, and it is the
heart, the qalb-e saliim, that can vouch for its
truth.

If Allah has therefore made our other fellow
ummatis declare the shahadah, if most of us by
sheer accident of birth have been born into
Muslim households, who are we to judge the state
of anyone else’s heart? Before we are quick to
judge — making the slip from righteousness to self-
righteousness — we should remember that faith
was given to us by Allah in the first place: whether
by making us being born into families whose
forefathers were fortunate enough to take up the
faith, or by making us get in touch with that one
inspiring book, lecture, person, or incident that
moved us enough to get back to the faith. We all
are reverts, in one way or the other. And this
reversion of heart was nothing but an endowment
from Allah. We didn’t do anything to deserve this

(Hajirah Khan)

endowment. It was Allah’s choice for us. And we
must remember also that Ibliis was the right-hand
man, long, long ago. His devotion and worship was
unprecedented. As was his slip from righteousness
to self-righteousness: [ am better than him. From
being “Taoous al Malaikah” — the Pride of the
Angels — he literally descended to the level of
being “Rajiim” — the Disgraced. The pride and
plume of the peacock — the literal meaning of the
word ‘Taoous’ — his hubris, was the very reason
behind the disobedience, and the concomitant
and consequent disgrace. We too should be aware
of this narcissistic tendency lest we lose the glory
of Guidance and Grace given to us, and become
disgraced and misguided. Why do we forget that
we all take our time to get to what WE believe is
immaculate faith. So why the rush to make the
“lesser” others revert with a wink of an eye or a
raise of an eyebrow? Why the smugness that our
faith is so immaculate that we challenge the faith
of another?

A contention now might rightly arise about the
commandment in our deen to Command Good
and Forbid Wrong. How can one just stay quiet
when s/he can see a fellow believer blatantly in
error? Is that not selfish that you are in a state of
salim satisfaction and you let others suffer in their
ignorance? The real concern should be to
remember:

O you who believe! Let not a group scoff at
another group, it may be that the latter are
better than the former... How bad is it, to insult
one’s brother dafter having Faith [i.e. to call your
Muslim brother (a faithful believer) as: ‘O sinner,”
or ‘O wicked’]. And whosoever does not repent,
then such are indeed Zalimun (wrong-doers)

[49:11]

Clearly, such condescending attitude has no place
in the deen. If one admittedly believes, then s/he
cannot and should not be belittled by another.
Forbidding wrong and commanding good is all-
good. But the way it is done today, the demeanor
in which it is conducted is problematic. We are so
quick to label the other person as “misguided”,
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“sinner”, “deviant”, and as we do that, we are
reflexively comparing ourselves with the other.
What we are essentially saying is this: you are not
as guided as | am. Therefore you are misguided.
And | am oh-so-well-guided. We project our
preferences for others, meaning good, but we
really mean to feel empowered. This polemical
and often belligerent approach needs to be
corrected. For those of us who subscribe to such a
demeanor are being narcissistic about their belief.
Ironically, we sought to correct someone’s faith;
however, the attempt was not really to correct.
But simply to feel good about the tenacity of our
own faith. And during this whole process, we
ended up making the other question their faith,
and by looking at the face of religion that we are
putting up so proudly, we have made the subject
who was put under our omniscient microscope
lose faith in religion, and in their self — even if it’s
just a bit. Interestingly, even when Sayyidna Musa
and Harun — peace upon them — were sent by
Allah to correct Fir'aun, they were categorically
asked to speak gently to him:

Go, both of you, to Fir'aun, verily, he has
transgressed.

And speak to him with gentle speech that
perhaps he may be reminded or fear [Allah].
[20:43-44]

Prophets were being told to speak gently and not
to get combative with a tyrant like Fir'aun. We
need to exercise greater caution, care and
comfort in how we deal with others whose hearts
we are seeking to win over. Several narrations
from the Prophet — peace and blessings upon him
— focus on the same idea: care and concern for
fellow believers. This narration from Sayyidna
‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar cannot be emphasized
enough:

The Prophet of Allah — peace and blessings upon
him — said, “The perfect Muslim is that from
whose tongue and hand another Muslim is safe.”
[Bukhari, Muslim]. It would be instructive to note
that the words used for ‘safe’ in actual text of the
narration are ‘salima’, and the mention of the
tongue precedes that of the hand.

We are living in an age and time in which the
easiest and most expedient thing to do is set

yourself apart from the rest. In one way or the
other, we are being compelled to focus on our
differences. And this focus is doing nothing more
but making the Muslim world and all its voices
divisive and defiantly defensive. In the finality of
the final analysis, what matters now is that
Muslims really need to engage with Islam at a
personal level, and focus on what unites us as
Muslims — not what separates us. The hackneyed
saying that Islam is perfect, Muslims are not is
awfully trite, but also awfully true. Islam is
correlated with clichés like terrorism, extremism,
conservatism. Hardly anyone talks about the face
of Islam which is caring and comforting. No one
talks about Islam and love, Islam and care, Islam
and peace, perhaps because Muslims are showing
none to each other. Charity, really begins at home.
We are just comfortable with our own self-
celebration. And, like pretty much everything else,
even Muslims are picking petty battles of power.
That really was not the point of Islam and its
spread. The goal of Islam — the ultimate and
immaculate Favor of Allah — was to spread peace
through submission. If Islam is the Favor of Allah,
and this submission is to Him alone, then why the
fuss?

Allah has not put for any man two hearts inside
his body...[33:4]

Narcissist was condemned to become a ftlower
only after he stooped so low in his self-love. He
deluded himself into believing that he alone
mattered, he alone was enough. His desperate
attempt to love his own image brought about his
own downfall. Shaytan had the same fate. As did
Fir'aun. As did Bani Israeel. As do Muslims now.
Rooted in narcissism is arrogance. And arrogance
was the first wrong which could never set things
right again. And from it rippled the whole pool of
what we call wrong.

In Islam, like in love, there is no room for self-love.
Either you love Allah, or you love another — and in
most cases, you love your ‘self’. The heart can just
house One Love. No other. And all of us who claim
to be Muslims, who claim to believe and be
faithful to our faith, have already made that
precious claim to love no other but Him.
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