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Egypt draft constitution may ban religious political parties

Egypt’s new constitution may ban all religious
political parties, sources told Ahram Online, as
the army-backed interim government hints that it
may declare the Muslim Brotherhood a terrorist

organization after clashes that have left over 800
dead.

The new draft constitution i1s expected to be
announced Wednesday, Ali AwadSaleh, head of
the committee drawing 1t up and a constitutional
aide to the interim president, said in a Sunday
press conference.

Following the ousting last month of former
President Mohamed Morsi, interim President
Adly Mansour created a 10-member committee
tasked with proposing amendments to the
constitution. The panel consists of six judges and
four constitutional law professors.

A second committee, comprised of 50 public
figures, will then have 60 days to review those
amendments before the proposals are put to a
national referendum. Parliamentary elections are
expected to tollow after the referendum.

“Fundamental changes must be introduced to
[the] 2012 Islamist-backed constitution,” Ahram
Online quoted a source close to the committee as
saying. According to the source, the committee
has agreed that the new constitution will ban
political parties based on religious 1deology.

Such a change would reverse Article 2 of
Morsi’s 2012 constitution, which stipulates that
Islamic Sharia law supersedes civil law. Last
week, however, Awad was quoted as saying that
Article 2 would be kept “in order to stress the
Islamic identity of Egypt.”

The source said the ban on religious parties in
Egypt was necessary, as a number of political
parties have a religious-based 1deology, with the
ultimate goal of creating an Islamic religious
state. Concerns about religious extremism were
highlighted by “proposals from more than 400
political, economic, and social institutions,
pressing hard for the necessity of safeguarding
Egypt against Islamist factions trying to change

(News Report)

the civil nature of the country into a religious
oligarchy,” the source said.

Among other major proposed amendments, the
ban against Hosni  Mubark’s  National
Democratic Party would be lifted, the source
said.

Committee sources also stated that the “‘the
upper house of parliament, the Shura Council,
would be scrapped.”

“Most political factions are also pressing for the
elimination of this council, which was exploited
by the Muslim Brotherhood and its allies for
more than a year to impose their Islamist
ideology on the country,” a source said. He
added that the Shura Council costs the state
budget “too much money at a time of severe
eCONnoOmIC Crisis.”

Some legal changes governing the High
Constitutional Court and the media are also
expected, to reinforce institutions’ independence
and shield them from further “intimidation by
ruling regimes,’ the source said.

Earlier, interim Prime Minister Hazem el-
Beblawi1  proposed dissolving the Mushm
Brotherhood as the army clashed with pro-Morsi
supporters across the country.

“There will be no reconciliation with those
whose hands have been stained with blood, and
who turned weapons against the state and its
institutions,” Beblawti told reporters.

The Muslim Brotherhood has also been blamed
for dozens of attacks on Coptic churches and
Christian communities in Egypt. But the group
has denied these claims, with AmrDarrag from
the Brotherhood’s Freedom and Justice Party
telling RT that “the Muslim Brotherhood has
always been protecting churches.”

Citing a priest in Minya - where several
Christian churches were attacked this week -
Darrag said that the “attacks were orchestrated
by thugs who cooperate with security forces.” He
added that allegations of Islamist groups
attacking churches were being “propounded by
the current [regime] to justify the aggression.”
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Darrag also told RT that the media often
misinterpreted the political situation, putting pro-
Mors1 protesters 1n one camp and government
forces 1n the other. The protesters come from

PEARLS OF WISDOM

Hadith 1

Abu Sa’ed Al-Khudar1 (may Allah be pleased
with him) narrates that the Messenger of Allah

(may Allah bestow peace and blessings upon
him and his family) said, “You shall follow the
practices of those before you; hand span for
hand span, cubit for cubit even if they enter a
hole of a lizard you would follow them.” They
asked, “O Messenger of Allah 1s 1t the Jews
and the Christians?” He said, “Who else?”

(Muslim, al-Bukhari).

Hadith 2

Ibn Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him)
narrates that the Messenger of Allah (may Allah
bestow peace and blessings upon him and his
family) said, “A time shall come upon were the
people have faces of Adam and hearts of Satan.
They do not see it as evil to rip you off 1n trade
and to betray your trust. Their children are
tempestuous, their youth villainy, their elders do
not command good or forbid evil, the mighty are
humiliated, they seek what the hands of the poor
contain, the forbearing of them 1s deceived, the
commander of good 1s accused, the believer of
them 1s oppressed, the open sinner 1s respected,
prophetic practice 1s 1nnovation and 1nnovation
1s prophetic practice to them. So when evil
dominates over them they supplicate for good
but 1t 1s not responded.”

(Al-Tabarani in Al-Awsat and Al-Saghir)
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different sections of society, and some are not
organized or united under any banner, Darrag
said. “They are all protesting and marching to
restore democracy,” Darrag said.
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