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Muhammad Faheem

MIAN SAHIB IN THE PUBLIC COURT

Mian Sahib deserves felicitation from all of us
on his success to the prestigious seat in
Islamabad once again. It 1s also commendable
that the transition of power took place in the
normal democratic way albeit, many fingers
pointing at the transparency of the process
and the credibility of the ECP. The fairness of
the election has been questioned when the
people liable to disqualification under Article
62, 63 and offenders like being defaulters and
involvement 1n corruption cases, Wwere
allowed to contest. Notwithstanding all
reservations about the fairness of the election,
1ts holding with a marked turnout 1s in no case
a small achievement and the credit must go to
the ECP and all the stakeholders 1n the
process. Despite all apprehensions the other
plus point 1s the holding of election under
almost safe and secure arrangements. The
picture 1s now very clear as we have 1n two
provinces and in the center governments of
parties that have had chances of ruling the
country previously except the new comers 1n
the KPK. Gone are the days when the rulers
were doing everything without being
monitored by the public eye and the
vociferous media. The new comers are in
field of pubic trial in general and the central
government of Mian Muhammad Nawaz
Sharit 1n particular. Besides the public, Mian
Sahib has to face the most critical opposition
of Imran Khan’s PTI and it will be very
difficult for the leader of the house to put the
things off by promises and excuses as 1S
customary in the parliaments. Mian Sahib 1s
liable to public queries on a number of 1ssues
which need immediate and urgent disposal
along with launching a network of
development activities which must be visible,
transparent and of public interest.

The first problem is related to the cases of
Musharrat which need early and quick

disposal 1n light of the verdicts that will start
coming out from the trial courts one by one.
The man 1s facing trial in the Judge’s case, the
BB murder case, the Bugti murder case, the
abrogation of the Constitution case, the Jamia
Hatsa carnage case and so on. Now 1t 1s the
new Prime Minister to be watched how
quickly his government comes to move the
court on this 1ssue. People do watch closely
the events. The general public of Pakistan
believes Musharrat to be the one who put
Pakistan in inferno due to his very fatal and
dictatorial policies. The masses want to hear
of a clear policy statement regarding the fate
of the dictator.

Drone attacks on the Pakistan soil have been
declared by every quarter to be 1llegal,
criminal and in clear violation of the UN
Charter and must be stopped by our “friend”
America. The people expect that a clear voice
of the PM must be heard on this very crucial
1ssue betfore he sits for his deskwork. The PTI
Chiet, Imran Khan has very categorically
called on Mian Sahib to get the drone strikes
stopped or order them to be shot down.
According to a number of press reports during
the previous regime, a number of responsible
people had claimed that Pakistan 1s having the
required technology and know-how to shoot
down the drones. It only needs trust in God
and a confidence 1n one’s own sovereignty
and freedom. Let us hear from Mian Sahib
very soon on this important i1ssue which has
taken a lot of our tribal people lives and
properties of billions destroyed.

There are billions outstanding bank
defaulters. These include politicians coming
from all political parties including the rulers
and the opposition. The people want to see the
performance of the new government as to
how efficiently 1t can recover the public
money. It i1s also important that billions in



written off loans must be declared recoverable
without exception and favor to anyone. These
things will be accredited to the personal
credence of Mian Sahib. The common man 1s
seriously looking forward to see that the
looted money 1s recovered 1n all honesty.

We also hope that the new government will
adopt a clear position on the Swiss Bank
money scandal and will earnestly work for the
recovery of this huge sum 1t 1t 1s looted
money of the Pakistan1 Public. There should
be no friendly-opposition in situation where
the 1nterest of public 1s 1nvolved. The
challenges of creating new provinces and the
Kalabagh Dam are important i1ssues which
should be decided in light of the greater
interest of Pakistan and 1ts people avoiding
playing politics with such 1ssues. Water
storing and dams are our vital 1ssues and 1t 1s
time that the new government takes bold steps
to resolve the problem of energy and water
once for all. There 1s full consensus amongst
the experts that the hydro-projects are the
only source which are not only economical
for the consumer but are more feasible to be
undertaken 1f there 1s a will. One of the most
important long-staying national problems is
the agrarian reforms in the country. We
understand and firmly believe that absentee
landlordism 1s the worst menace that 1s
responsible for the pathetic conditions of the
people 1n Pakistan, particularly 1n the
Province of the Punjab and Sindh. It 1s time
that the new government takes bold steps to
do away with this legacy left behind as the
most dreadful specter by the British Raj of the
past. It will bring a revolutionary socio-
political and economic change 1f we
implement agrarian reforms in the true spirit
of the term. One of the most important
national 1ssues 1s our taxation policy. The tax
net not only needs widening but i1t also needs
to be intensified and needs basic changes
through needful legislation. The effective
implementation of Agricultural tax 1s the need
of the day if we want to be self sufficient and
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get freedom from heavy international loans
that take away much our GDP as debt
servicing. Mian Sahib has a good chance to
earn good name 1n the national history if he
comes up with the public expectations and
makes a breakthrough by implementing such
revolutionary undertakings.
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