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Eng. Shafi Muhammad Lakho

KICKING THE KALABAGHDAM DEAD HORSE FOR POLITICAL GAINS

PPP and Pakistan Mushim lcaguc N (PMLN) arc

trymmg to gain political mileage from the recent

decision of the Lahore High court(LHC) Chiel

Justice Umar Ata Bandial to implement decisions
of Council of Common Interest (CCI) dated
16.09.1991 and 09.05.1998 1n respect of Kalabag

Dam (KD).Though neither of these decisions of

CCI ask for unconditional construction of K alabag
Dam rather they required the Federal Government
to remove technical flaws in the design of KD so
that National consensus could be achicved. PPP
acted ke a Rambo and
rcsolution

quickly passed 4"

from provincial Asscmbly against

construction of KD to undercut Sindhi1 Nationalist

who are gaming ground 1n Smmdh on account of

PPP s controversial Local Government Ordinance
which Nationalists arc terming as tantamount to
Division of Sindh on linguistics fault lines. PMLN
on othcr hand 1s trving to gain populanty through
the slogan that they wanl implementation of LHC
order, cheating the 1gnorant masscs of Punjab to
believe that PMLN mean construction of KD. Faci
1s that last of rcferred CCI
09.053.1998 was chared by Nawaz Sharif 1n
capacity of PM and smce he failed subsequently to

mccting datcd

gamm National consecnsus, KD project became a
dead horse once tor all as frantic cftorts for 11
long vcars
failed to breathe life mto corpse of KD. Ignorant

of these [lacts some i1ndividual well wishers of

large dams have joined the band wagon jolted by
the LHC ordcr.

The fact 1s that for the past so many vears of 1ts
planning and designing, the objectives and goals

bv thc all powecerful dictator Mushret

of Kalabagh Dam (KBD) have bcen shrouded in
secrecy. and the Federal Governments blind
followmg ol the project, against the wishes ol the
three provinces of the federation, has made 1t the
most controversial 1ssuc of national mmtegrity,

To further fuel the 1ssue. statements from
responsible oflicials of the federal government, the
Punjab and WAPDA, first declared Kalabagh Dam
as onlv a storage dam to off' set the storage loss of
Tarbela and Mangla Dams, due to sedimentation.

Followed by reasons of rise in fuel costs and the

consequent 1ncreased costs due to thermal

ocncration, plcading the ultimatc rcquircment of

cheap hvdel power and. to further confusc the
1ssuc, the project was declared to have plans for a
Left and Right Bank canals for irmrigation purposes.
Kalabagh dam will storc 6.7 MAF walcr of Indus

and 12.8 MAF water will be diverted to left bank

and right bank canals for thc wrigatton 1n
Mianwali, Khushab. Jhelum and Dera Ismail Khan
districts. Therefore the KD dam will be consuming

19.5 MAF water ol Indus. Sindh 1s protesting this
as theft from Indus as facts have been brought to
the light that watcr s not available to cven Till the
KD for all 4 outof 3 years.

WAPDA has exaggcrated the figures ol waler
avatlability and has reduced the figures of svstem
losscs, outflow to sca and India's authorized uscs
on western rivers, to somchow arrive at a high
figurc of net water availability. WAPDA has used
mean vear calculation method 1nstead ot 4 Out ot
5 vears (80% Probability) mecthod, has 1gnorcd
lean (acute shortage) vears. and has deliberately



submitted a pretentious and inflated figure which
1s evident from the following comparison:

WAPDA s | Actual
Claim figure

Available Water n
West. Rivers

143.1 MAF

o

(Indus, Jhelum &
Chenab

Eastern Rivers
Contribution

(Sutle), Beas &
Ravi

System Losses 10.0 MAF 14.0
R R v
MAF
Accord Allocation | 11735 MAF | 117.35
topoumees | M AR
Availability MAF MAF

As lower niparian, Sindh has suffered the
most due to ill-planned and ill-conceived
withdrawals of water from Indus river system.
Despite much tinkering of figures by those who
favor Kalabagh dam, other experts point out that
factually mcasurcd at rim stations of the 3 western
nvers (Indus at Kalabagh, Chenab at Mangla and
Jhclum at Marala), the water availability 4 vears
out of 5 (80 percent probability) 1s 123.59 MAF.
The water accord between provinces ol Pakistan
signed on 15.3.1991, apportions 114.35 MAF for
their needs and the system losses (occurring in the
bed of the rivers) projected by WAPDA 1s 10
MAF (much below the actual system losses of
16.2 MAF calculated by WAPDA betweenl977 -
91, after Tarbela dam was constructed). The
balance 1s negative 0.76 MAF flowing into the sea.
Under the provisions of Water Accord of 1991, a
quantity of 10 MAF has been provisionally
carmarkcd for out flow to sca which 1n lact will
not bc available altcr storage at Kalabagh dam.
There 1s already a deep distrust created between

Sindh and Punjab on the two irrigation links,
Chashma-Jhelum link (21000 cusecs) and

Taunsa-Panjnad link (12000 cusecs) that were
allowed merely as flood canals to divert excess
Indus water duning floods into eastern rivers of
Punjab but only with the pnior permission of
Sindh . Within few years of operation these
flood water canals were converted into perennial
canals 1llegally and they continue to draw Indus
water since then, irrespective of the fact that
Sindh 1s facing severe water shortage ( 50% and
above) during most of the year. This act of big
brother 1s without consent and permission of the

Sindh provincial government 1n flagrant
violation of the inter-provincial agreement.
Thus due to their past malpractice and breaches
of trust, people of Sindh do not trust WAPDA
and Punjab irrigation department. People believe

that the aim of Punjab regarding building a KD

instead of Bhasha Dam (BD) 1s to keep a life
and death gnp on the life hine of Sindh, 1n this
way the ruthless and wunscrupulous ruling
cotertes would be able to control the very
existence of five crore (50 milhion) Sindhis.

Sindh on the other hand has no objection to

build Bhasha Dam which has more storage
capacity and double the power generation
capacity compared to KD and that no canals can
be drawn from this dam due to 1ts geographical
location. Putting such project on back burner
further strengthen the tears of smaller provinces

though WAPDA has already spend Rs.9.0

billion  for  infrastructure  development
compensation for the land and feasibility
studies for BD project.

Thus KD drum beaters are in fact either

supporters of beneficiaries of the planned left
and right bank canals who have already acquired
lands on sides of the proposed alignment of
these canals, or, are those innocent well wishers
of Pakistan who are made to believe that
opposition to KD 1s ant1 Pakistan. Part 2 of this

article would show economical alternatives to

KD.
R Rk



