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“O Allah! Sct aright for mc my
rcligion. wheremn lies the infallibility of my
affairs. And set aright for me my worldly
domam (dunya). in which I live my life. And set
aright for me¢ my Afterlifc. in which I have an
appointed iime.”

The Prophet a taught us to be trustworthy, (o
fulfill our promises with all people. and to guard
the rights of others. His lifc 1s a shinning light
for humanity --- 1in word, 1n dced and in the
things he approved of. Even though the
Prophecta --- amere mortal --- passed away, his
life lives on 1n the Sunnah, for even during his
[ife the Muslim Ummah immmediately realized
how crucial 1t was for 1ts very exislence Lo
prcserve the Sunnah. Hence, the Sunnah has
becen. and remains. a guide for us; 1t 1s what
kceps us sccure.

the words:

Al-Darimi1 narrates 1n his book that the scholars
Al-Awzal, Makhul. Yahva ibn Kathir and others
have said that there 1s no doubt that pecople are In
dire need of the Sunnah because 1t protects them.
and that, indeed. the Quran 1s more in need of
the Sunnah than the Sunnah i1s of the Quran. For
it 1s the Sunnah that determines which
interpretation of the Quran 1s correct, and not the
Quran that determines which 1nterpretation of
the Sunnahiscorrcct.

It should be obvious, then. 1mn these harrowing

times how great 1s our world’s necd, and our
Ummah’'s need. to learn the Sunnah of the

Prophet @ and to lollow 1t. ¢ven as the Quran
INStructs us.
(O Muhammada ) say (to the belicvers):

If yvou love Allah. then follow me. Allah
will love vou and forgive vou vyour sins.
For Allah 1s all-forgiving, mcrcy-giving.

Say (to them): Obey Allah and the
Messenger. And 1 they turn away, then
(know thal) Allah does not love the

|Al-e-Imran: 31, 32]

disbelievers.
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Omar Abd'| Haleem

THE SUNNAH AS A PROTECTION FOR HUMANITY

The Messenger of Allah @ brought his call of

peace, purity and everlasting happiness to a
world steeped 1n darkness. Ignorance of divine
revelation had debased reason to the point that
many stooped to the worship of trees and rocks
rather than worshipping Allah. It corrupted
natural human taste, such that a man would tind
the bitter, sweet and the obscene, enjoyable.
Human society steadily frayed. Men often served
their bonds of kinship. A father would kill a son
out of fear of poverty and a daughter out of
shame. The neighbour and the stranger lost their
sacredness and women became objects, their
possession of souls debated.

Then came the noble Sunnah --- the best
explanation of the Quran. Its direct purpose was
to fight this corruption and restore man s fitrah.
The Sunnah spoke up for the innate goodness of
human nature. It reintroduced fifrah to the world
as the essential human spirit that inherently loves
Allah, and as the drnving will within man to

stand upright 1n the symmetry of sincernty and
live Allah s divine will, His revealed religion

Allah, transcendent and resplendent, commanded
people to answer the call of His
Messengera and to obey him and follow his

way so that l1ght could come back into the world
after darkness, and peace and stability expel
turbulence. Allah, Most High, said:

O You who believe! Answer Allah and
the Messenger when he calls you to that
which gives you lite. [A/-Anfal: 24]

This ayah means answer Allah by obeying His
revealed Messenger a by following his
instructions and guidance. It 1s as 1f the ayah 1s
saying: Respond, O people of faith, to the
Messenger a , for he 1s the chosen one among
you, who 1s truly concemed for what 1s 1n your
best interests. He knows, by divine revelation,
what 1s good for you. He 1s the one who can put
you In the right direction. He 1s the man sent to

take you by the hand and lead you to all that will
bring you happiness. He 1s that Prophet sent to

show you how to live a safe and peaceful life;
sent to free you from your malice, your

animosity, your dissensiton. He holds the key that
can liberate you from your oppression. He
knows the word to emancipate you from your
transgressions. He has come to teach you the
ways to harmony, friendship, togethermess and
mutual aid, so that people may live In true
beatitude. Oppression banished from the world
--- How wonderful a life would that be! How
hateful 1s the life of oppression.

So the Messenger @ 1s a blessing from Allah

upon His servants. He taught people nobility and
oood manners. It i1s true that before his advent a
portion of good character remained in the world
from the remnants of previous revelations, and
from the moralities preserved by various
cultures. But 1t was partial and piecemeal.
Virtues were scattered --- some among this
people, some with that Moreover, they were
mixed with false merits and excesses. Values
confusion reigned --- as agreement on the virtues
could never be reached.

Heaven-sent as a model of nobility in the most
complete form possible 1n a human beimng --- all

of 1t converging 1n his person --- the
Propheta brought  noble character to

completion, the repository of this divinely

preserved until the ending of the world --- 1n the
single body of his Sunnah.

Al-Hakim narrated in A/-Mustadrak on the
authority of Abu Hurairah h  that the

Propheta said: Indeed, to perfect nobility of
character was | sent. In another narration, the
Prophet @ said: Indeed, for the completion of

rnehteousness 1n character and setting things
aright was I sent. This means that what the
Prophet a taught us will set our religion and
our life aright for us 1n this world and take us to
Paradise 1n the next, provided we follow 1t.

The Prophet a gathered these aspects together
in a supplication porgnant with humility, with




