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O Messenger of Allah. what 1s Asaraj?” He
responded, It 1s killing. It1s killing.”™
In another related narration,

Abdullah bin Umar reported: “We were
once silting with the Prophet @ when he
described the tribulations. He described
them at length until he mentioned the
tribulattion of alahlas. At that point,
someone asked, “O Messenger of Allah!
What 1s the tribulation of al-ahilas?”’ The

Prophet responded, "1t is chaos and mass
killing. =
|Saluh Bukhari, Kitab al-Fitan (The Book of
Tribulations)]
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Newtown 1s a predommantly whitc township with
median houschold income of between $90.000
nd $100.000 per vear. Aside from this reportedly
cing fthe second worst mass shooting in U.S.
history --- and onc that tragically claimed the lives
f 20 children -- tlhis racial and class
emographic also factors significantly mto the
vpe of attcntion this tragedy has thus far reccived.

While media attention, and the looming debate on
the horizon. will increasingly focus on the 1ssue of
gun control , the more mmportant 1ssucs at the
hcart of this tragedy will continue to be 1gnored.

The culture of violence that permeates
every strata of Amenican society

The breakdown of the mstitution of family
The absence of God and anv sense of
accountability (beyond the here and now)

The rnise of matertalism and  the
dehumanization and alienation that comes 1n
1ts wake

The tendency for the well to-to-do (gencrally
specaking) /o care less aboutl those who have
[ess

[l factor into these mcrcasing incidencces of mass
hootings (1.c. domestic terrorism committed
nore often than not by voung, white, Christian or
Jewish malecs, often dcscribed after the fact as
ncntally 1ll).

[here have been 15 documented mass shootings
in the U.S. so lar this vear.

Contradictions also abound 1n the fact that where
lifc and dcath pathologics contmuc to play
hecmsclves out m the inner-citics of Amernca
among poor Black and Latino populations), the
nly attention they receive are what s neceded 1n
rder to pass laws and policy 1nmitiatives that are
cared toward the exploitation of these ongoing
ommunal (ragedics, as opposed to siriving (o
1dentfy strategies that might remedy them.

FROM HURRICANE SANDY TO SANDY HOOK
THE CHICKENS ARE COMING HOME TO ROOST

Corruption has appeared on the land and on the sea, on account of what men s
hands have wrought | Surah Al-Room: 41}

Maur1 Saalakhan

An even more smister tragedy revolves around the
profoundly disparatc rcactions (or the lack
thcrcof) from thc political cstablishment|

whenever needless deaths of children occur oved
there as opposced to ~ere m our own backvard.
President Obama has announced his inient {0
attend the 1ntertaith service for the families
impacted by the Connecticut tragedy. He gave a
moving, and no doubt, hcarticlt statement
lamentmg the tragic loss of life --- which included]
references to voung children who had therr
whole lives ahead of them . And of those who
survived. he spoke of the innocence which had
been tom away far too carly . The president alsol
declared. As a nation, we have endured far too
many of these tragedies in the last few years.

News flash, Mr. President: As a nation, we
have imposed tar too many of these tragedies
on others (i.e., the so-called collateral damage
that we produce in Afghanistan, Pakistan|
Irag, Somalia, Yemen, Palestine, and the list
goes on) for far too long! The murdered
children of these global communities, and the
ericving families they leave behind, do they nof
matter as well?

Conscquently, from Hurricanc Sandy to Sandy
Hook Elementary School, the chickens arc now
coming home to roost! Thomas Jelfferson had 1t
right when he noted many generations ago.
tremble for my country when I reflect God I
Just; His justice cannot sleep forever.

Somc closing food for thought:

In prophetic Ahadith on the End of Times. the last
divinely  sent Messenger to all humanity
Mohammed 1ibn Abdullah @ said the following:
Timc will scem to get shorter and knowledgc
will diminish. Miserliness will be widespread)
(ribulations will nise, and Aaray will abound. Hisg
companions asked,




