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We would have been definitely rid oft the menace of IMF and World
Bank Loans and things like aids, the real '"AIDS’

WAY TO CONSENSUS

A series of inter-provincial dialogue should be initiated on the
subject under the aggie of the Federal Government. These meetings
should be attended by the highly expert engineers, agrarian experts
and economists of known integrnty and experience along with
representatives of politicians from various political parties from all
the provinces.

Retired bureaucrats, judicial experts and retired military
personalities of the known competence who have a deep insight on
the national 1ssues should also be invited to these conterences to
agive their opinion on the subject.

Engineers from Egypt, Turkey, Iran and China may also be
invited to help the local team of engineers to give their views after
through study, and give their report on all technical aspects with

special reterence to the possible damage that 1s likely tooccur to the
KPK and Sind provinces.

These meetings should also be attended by the representatives
ot the potential donors who will be tinancing the project.

Since the project will be directly benefiting Punjab, no doubt,
this should be negotiated before hand that the effected provincesi.e.
the KP and Sindh (as per apprehensions) must be compensated by
fixing a handsome share 1n the royalty of the dam. It need be
legislation should be done for this provision to allow share in the
royalty to other provinces.

[t 1s also suggested that alongside the above proposals the past
records of all figures and tact of WAPDA be revisited to draw
conclustons with an unbiased approach. This will definitely tell
what 1s to be done and how to. This data may testify thatthere canbe
no substitute to the proposed dam at Kalabagh no matter how many
small dams and dam like the one proposed at Bahash (very
doubtful) are built. Our serious problem 1s not only electricity and
irngational water but also efficient measures to tame the
devastating floods during summer that occur regularly, mostly
aftfecting Southern Punjab and Sindh.

In case the dam 1s feasible from technical point of view and there 1s
no damage to any province including KPK, then 1ts construction be
considered in view of 1ts importance to the tuture of Pakistan.
Despite all this, 1f there 1s still conflict of opinions, then a national
referendum should be held on the 1ssue to decide 1t once for all.
[ssues are resolved through dialogue and discussions and listening to
the viewpoints of others with patience and not with threats and
maligning others and national institutions in the press conterences,
media and public and political meetings. It 1s a national 1ssue and
should be treated through national approach and resolved in the best
interest of the country.
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mathematician Allama Al-Mashriqui, that the
West Pakistan (now Pakistan) 1s going to
change into desert 1t we did not go on priority to
construct dams to store our water wasted. That
warning 1s coming true with the passage of
time. India 1s stealing our water for the scores of
her dams to be fed from our flows. We were not
able to go a step forward in right direction to
make this God-gifted country a weltare state to
be run under the system of justice tor all people,
and 1n every sphere of lite. Realistic analysis
will indicate that we are heading towards
disruption at all levels. The major reason to
these failures 1s our political shorttalls where
the political parties could not deliver simply
because their leaders lacked the vision to see
that the national interest are over and above
every thing else. We were required to have
resolved at the very outset the problems like
agrarian reforms, the restructuring of the
provinces and the issues like construction of
dams particularly the KBD. Almost all
technical experts and engineers including those
of the KPK are one voice that the dam 1s
feasible and there 1s no risk to any district of the
province. They are the ones who understand the
importance of this highly complex project.
They have rejected the apprehensions of any
hazards to occur trom the proposed dam.

It we had had this dam as a result of the decision
made at the forum of CCI 1n 1991, we would
have been reaping its fruit in the following
shape, after i1ts completion some where at the
end of the previous century.

1. We would have no hours long power load
shedding menace and would have been seltf
sufficient 1in electricity, food grain and
irrigational water. A great harm was done to
the national interest when the ruler took a
step againstthe CCl decision of 1991.

2. We would have been able to store the
amount ot water of 6.1mat (million acre-
feet) for which the dam 1s designed, during
summer to be released into the rivers during
winter when the natural flow of water 1s
very low. We would have been able to
irrigate additional plus 4 million acre of
land bringing additional huge quantities of
food grain particularly wheat. It would have

made us a country surplus 1in wheat and
vegetable and other winter crops.

3. The powerhouse run by this water will have
produced 3600 mwt (mega watt) electricity
to be more than suftficient from national
requirements. The charge per unit would
have come down from Rs.16/= to Rs.1/=
per unit and every citizen would have
relaxed as he could easily attord the utility

bill.

4. Accordingto the distribution formula of the
water, each province would have been
satisfied with 1ts share of water. Sindh,
which 1s wrongly being portrayed to be
damaged from the dam, would have
received 1ts 37% share that makes 2.2

million acre feet water.

5. The colossal damage the country suftered
as a result of the 2010 floods and some In
2011 would have been very minimum
almost nominal if we had the KBD. It would
have stored the tloodwater to be released
according to adjustment later on.

Contrary to this view that KBD will create
hatred amongst the people of the provinces, a
different opinion 1s that i1t will strengthen
relation between them since the dam will bring
self-sufticiency in food, power and 1rrigational
water. All provinces will be benetfited from
these dividends with the result that a harmony
and goodwill be promoted among the people of
the provinces. The hue and cry on the decision
of the Lahore High Court 1s unwarranted since
the people have no alternative except to revert
to the courts 1n case their rights are forteited by
the politicians. The common man 1s suffering
and he has to look for something that can
alleviate his agonies. That 1s why the door of
Lahore High Court was knocked at by some
patriot people for this purpose. It 1s wrong that
some politicians from our province should
malign the courts in their press conferences.
Courts never make decisions based on
provincialism. The Lahore High Court has
validated the decision of the CCI, arrived at in
1991. 1f the government of that time had taken
the dam construction in hand i1t would have
been completed by 98-99 and the country
would have come out of all economic problems.



Muhammad Faheem

POLITICIZING THE "KALABAGH DAM™ ISSUE

The Kalabagh Dam issue 1s neither political nor
provincial but 1t 1s a national 1ssue and of
concern to the whole nation 1n one way or the
other. It has been turned into a political plethora
because the political parties have failed to
deliver. The politicians play politics on this
1Issue. Some of the political parties have been
expressing their resentment to the extent that
they will bomb the dam it was ever built. The
argument that three provinces have voted
against the dam requires an unbiased
assessment. There has neverbeen an exhaustive
dialogue of technical nature on the 1ssue at the
nattonal level where politicians can prove
themselves to be on the relevant side. The main
plea for the unacceptability of the dam 1s the
presumed possibility of the inundating of two
districts of the KPK. Arguably, such
presumptions are to be ascertained
mathematically by the technical experts of the
subject. Any such exercise has never been done
and most of the experts are disapproving these
apprehensions and consider them to be
politically motivated. It does not make sense to
announce every time, “Dam will be built on our
dead bodies”. We should be very much realistic
In our approach to important national 1ssues.
Unfortunately, the veracity and sagacity of our
parliamentarians, with exceptions, has never
been of any marked credibility to accredit their
assertions on 1ssues like the KBD. We are being
betrayed by the so-called democracy which
suggests to us that people in the parliament are
representing the aspirations of the common
masses. It may be true in case of other countries
but 1n our case, 1t 1s not. The 65 years political
history of the country testifies that a bunch of
particular families have been ruling this
country through the tactics of 1llusive
democratic process. The game of votes has
empowered the plunderers, the capitalists, the
absentee landlords, the 1industrialists, the
chaudhries, the waderas, the Khans, the sardars,

the peers and the makhdooms who share the
common trait of serving self interest rather than
the country and the nation. This 1s a class of
exploiters who would never allow anything that
goes in favor of the common people. Power
politics are their inherited game and 1t goes
continued 1n the same tamilies, passing on from
fathers to sons and grandsons and so on.
Exception to this phenomenon, are few political
parties where the common people of Pakistan
are represented. The joining of some siblings of
these traditional Khans and landlords the party
of Imran Khan, a commoner and then quickly
flying back to their old nests clearly signities
how this exploitative group i1s polarizing
against any political force which 1s not of their
kin and where common public 1s represented.
The game 1s on 1n the name of Pakhtoons and in
the name of poor. During the 5 year rule of this
class the bread loat has been taken away from
the poor through cruel plunder and corrupt
governance. The masses are being made
beggars through the alms in the name of
Banazir, distributing the national wealth to
ensure votes from the people and providing a
chance to the Jiyalas to make their fortunes out
of this loot. These are tew glimpses of the type
of politicians ruling us. How can we expect that
they will do any fair decision in keeping their
politics aside and weigh the plus and minuses of
the Kalabagh dam viz-a-viz national interest?

Unfortunately, the military dictators, who ruled
this country for more than half of its life, could
also not take a bold step to take in hand the
Kalabagh Dam. The reason was that the
dictators themselves started politics and joined
the club. The two army dictators Zia and
Musharrat could easily construct the dam but
they started their own political games. No one

could resist them 1f they had taken the projectin
hand.

Decades ago we were warned by a renowned



